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PREFACE. 



A Short iketch of what h now dontaiiied 
in the fQlIowiftg Difcourfcs was drawn 
put, aiid exhibited to the public in a fmall 
traa, {h long ago as the year 1755. As I 
heard of no objeilions made to the principles 
of that treatife, I thought it advifeable, whea 
appointed Preacher of Mr. Boyle^s Ledlure^ 
to profecUte the plan laid down therein, and 
to ejctend it to its full dimeniions. And 
this I determined the rather to do, as Co 
little had been written on the fubjedl of mi" 
raclesj by any of my predeceflbrs in the 
iame office^ 

A a "The 
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The general dodlrine of miracles having 
been fo fully flated by feveral authors of 
great note^ I had uo occafion to dwell 
much upon it. If I have been fuccefsful in 
applying it to particular cafes ; and confe- 
quently in explaining fome of the moft ex- 
traordinary, and therefore the moft diiput- 
able, parts of Scripture ; my defign is com- 
pletely anfvirered^ — and my appointment, I 
truft, not wholly unfulfilled. 

Whatever obfervations my reading or me- 
ditation could fupply on the fubjeft, thefe I 
have endeavoured to bring all together into 
one regular and confiftent fcheme: the parts 
of which harmonioufly confpire, not only 
to fupport and illuftrate each other, but 
alfo to form a grand whole — manifeftly ex- 
preffive of the wifdom and goodnefs of di- 
vine Providence, and clearly demonftrative 
qf the truth and certainty of our holy re- 
ligion. 

In the conftru^ion &nd conduct of this 
fcheme, I had, I muft own, a particular 

view 
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vkw x6> the bSMfit'^afid improvement of 
young Divines 3 'for; whofe ufe I have in- 
ierted lome quotations, which are to be 
looked upon, not fb much in the ligHt of 
proofs f as of references to the authors who 
have difcuffJ^d thepoiritismore at large. The 
fchcme itfelf will, however, afford them a 
general Jiey to the 'whole Scripture; as it 
will (hew them the grounds of the feveral 
difpenfations^ and point out the rea/ons why 
each of them proceeded in the manner it is 
obferved to do. 

They will here fee a grand defign planned 
from the beginning— -they will fee this dc- 
fign carried on by various means, and in va-* 
rious forms, through the feveral periods of 
the world — they* will fee the propriety of 
thefe forms and methods, in their adapta- 
tion to the ftate 'and circum^ances of the 
tiinft in which they took place-^— they will 
fee them all working together, and at liift 
uniting in the perfe£t accomplifliment of the 
end propofed ; the redemption and recovery 
A 4 of 
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of fallea fpftn^^tey will lbfl?«fQftV*of fowifi 

i^; r%w,Ut|p»in i»ft |^w)pf«r lights ifijl !bfitb« 

and divini^> , . ' , , .. • 

For a more particuj^ iBforpa^tioftpi^fHff 
%tvfi fcope and iuteat of thji jvprVii it; gj^.fet / 
of ufe to c^ferv^, ihat itriif^B^Jy ^ijvi^iP^ 
^^felf inKx/^ pa,rts, ■•: ;r, .-, , . !:= 

Fart th^jirj't. coajprehq^^ed itt S^rflipq 
i— III. treats of " the analogy q^ |:^v,qi<|q4 
refigion with the conftitution and courfe of 
H^tijj'Ch-r^ei^.Qf |h« cteiWilky and oesAlnty 
of njirqcilftUfiiiitefpQfitiop?." . 

; iVt J^q jjftf^t <fqp3pKi^n<J^ .. in :^f 
fjcjori IV^VL |ire«s ^(f *.* t^hj? niQ|4i j(^t% «i 
Sh(e- ^K^rM ^W tJw Qff^ipft t9 th^i 4ekgfl ; 
Jjjf j?^\w.^^ 9f tiiq !4i5>%9i#tiqi^^ t9\9tm 
tfi^ejQ J au4>,he prpgrvety ^ thfi mrif^ 
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, Pact' t^«. /^?W, e<pinpj:eiiend<;d wft fj^* 

-455ion Vil— X. treats of " the moral ftate of 

: the 
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the world froip the deluge; to the departure 
out of Egypt ; ^hc f^veraj diipenfatipns re- 
lative thereto ; an4 the miraculous interpQ* 
fitipns hy which they were fupported." 

Jhai th^ fiurJ]^ OMfiprehcrnkd in Sefw 
mon XI — XVI. treats of " the moral ilate 
of the world frqm tjjie departure out of 
Egypt to the end of the Babyloni(h capti- 
vity ; tb,e feyer^ diipen(ation& rol^tiv* there-^ 
to; and the fuitablepefs of the miraclef^ 
which occiii: tn that period, to the gre«t end 
they w^re defigned to promote./' 



♦f 



Part the Jifth^ comprehended in Sermon 
XVIL treats of ** the moral ftate of the 
world at the time of our Saviour^s appear* 
ance — and of the neceflity of a new revc-> 
lation.*' 

Part the Jixthy comjirehended itt Sermoii 
XVIII— XXIII. treats of *^ the conlieaion 

between the dodrines of Chrift and the mb- 
tal exigences of mankind-*-and of the ana- 
logy between his miracles and doctrines,' '^ 

'.Qy^clufion— Sermon XXW. 

More 



X PREFACE. 

More errours have efcaped me in fupcr- 
vifing the prefs, than I could wifli. Thofe 
which particularly affeft the fcnfe, and 
which are marked with in ajierijk^ the 
Reader is defired to corred in the following 
manner: ' 

V O L. I. 
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17 * that the icriptural 
20 breathe 

10 * and how will you 
13 * of hii condition 
19 * once failed him, 
8 paradifiacal 



Imd* 13 confciencei 



P. L. 

109 N. <• veriion 
149 3* Sdt that 
165 Note («) Aihur 
239 N. 6. prodiderunt 
Ibid. ult. TuXftt/yt;^ 

266 Note ("0 4 florem 

267 18 ^ was it. 
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SERMON 



1 I*Bt. iH* xj* 

Be ready always to give an anfwer io,&Oery 
man^ that ajkethyou a reafon of the hope that 
is in yoUj with^ meeknefs and reverence^ 

IT is the plain latention of^ the Apoftle m 
' the text^ to . exhort Chriftianis of every 
degree^ to fiirniffl themfelves with fiich 
a cdnipet^nt knowledge of the principles and 
evidences of the religion they profefs, as to 
be always ready, always prepared, to ftand 
tip in it's defence and fupport ; and to render, 
Ivheiicver they are called upon^ a clear, juft, 
aiid fatisfa^dry account of it r fuch an ac« 
count as may convince any ca;idid, unpre- 
judiced inquirer, that their " faith and 
\K»h. % n hope** 



2 S E R M a N I. 

hope*** are well grounded; have a ibiid 
foundation in truth and reafon ; and confe- 
quently, that they a<ft a moft rational part 
in believing and profeffing that religion, 
xvhich cftrfveys to theitaTuch afibred hopos. 

But though the exhortation is addreffed 
to Chriftians in general, and requires no 
more than what Chriftians in general are 
able to perforixi; for ttie^v^dences of reli* 
gion, and its leading principles^ are in the 
main obvious to the moft common under- 
"ftahding : yet it muft be owned, that fcveral 
objeftions hive been niade to both ; botH to 
the proofs, and to the principles ofrelkiqa.;- 
which require* for their folufion a much 
larger ftock of learning, and knowledge, than 
Vatls to the fliare of its ordinary profeflbrs ; 
and which therefore might be apt to weaken 
at leaft, if not to " overthrow the faith cif 
Ibme^** 'were they left, Unaffifted^ to. de- 
fend themfelvds. 

C«mp. ch. u zi. 

' ^ iTUti.Vui^^ ... 
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Knowing then the irtificcs and fophifltry 
6f unbelievers; who ednftantly *' lie in wait 
ia deceive^'*; aind fettfible of the benefit, 
the very great benefit, of guarding the more 
ignorant,- but well-meanrng t^hriftian fromi 
their infidious affao'lts; it became the con*»» 
tent of the piokis Pounder of this Lecture; 
who nobly defended religbn by his writings; 
and iminently adorned it by his life ; it be- 
came; I fay; his Ctfncern, efpecially \Vhetf 
he faw the bold and threatnlng erttroach- 
menfs of infidtlit/, to ftreftgth*il the ha:nds 
of believers agairift it, and to fupply them 
with proper arnis off defence. 

With tills view, arid in a malihef the 
faidft nkely to ^ccomplifli the end, he ex*^ 
preflfy provided by his laft Will and Tcfta- 
inent, that a focceflJon of Preachers might 
be continued on, whbfe pfoVince it fliould 
be t6 deafr anf^ explain the fundamentals 
of rdigron;- to collea: ^nd illuflErate the 
evidcnfces of it f to remove th6 objedioiis, 
^hich ffdta' time to time might bfe urged 
againft it J and thereby to infbru^ and enable 

« Ej^hef. IT. 14.' 

Bz theif 
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their hearers to give an anfwcr to all, who^ 
might prefs them with doubts and queflioua^ 
about it. 

At my entrance then oa the. duties of this 
office, and by way of introduAion to the 
principal de(ign which I have propofed to 
my felf in the execution of it ; I think it ne- 
ceffary to befpeak your attention to- a certain* 
point or pojluktumy. that lies ?it the bottom* 
both of the Philofopher^s inftitutioiv and the' 
Apofkle's exhortation.. 

And the point k thi^ — • 

*♦ That our religion is capable of a ra- 
tional defence" — or elfe it had been to little • 
j)urppfe,, either for the one to require us^ or' 
for the other, to appoint us^ to. give a- reafcm^ 
for it, . 

But it is indeed from this principfe,- from 
the confcioufnefs, if I may fo fpeak, of its 
own rationality,; that our religion difdains to 
be taljien upon truft ^ that it urges itfelf to a 
trial ; and defires no other favour^ but that 
of a fober and diipafConate examination: 
. fure then of approving itfelf, to the convic- 
tion of any candid inquirer, as a wife ah3 

gracious 
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'gracious inftitution'; highly conducive ttf 
jthe real happmefs of manlclnd-; and exhibit- 
ing, in the form of its feveral difpenfations, 
evident marks of its divine original. 

To a cool, candid reafoner it muft appear,' 
f think, fomewhat ftrange, that the Deift, 
who is io ready to ackno.wledg^ this mate^ 
rial fyftem., Which we now behold, to be 
the real woilcn;an(hip of God, ftiould yet be 
fo averfe from admitting the truth, and 
.owning the divinity of th^t fpJrhual fyftem, 
which ftands revealed in the holy Scripture*. 
For, if the frame of the world fpe^'ks'God 
for its^author; if the attributes of the Deity 
are plainly difcernible from the works of 
,creati9n5 if the ftupendous grandeur and 
aflonifhing iipmpnfity of the whole fabrip 
point out his fupreme *^w^rs if the 'be«iu- 
tiful fymmetry, regular difpofition, and ad- 
mirable propriety of the fcvveral parts, arc 
manifeft indications of his infinite w^(9;w j 
if the harmonious tendency and concurrence 
©f all, towards the fupport arid welfare of 
Jthe fyftem, proclaim the excellency of his 
goodnefs : if tkefe manifeftations in the ma^ 
B 3 terial 
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terial world refer us up to God, and prpyej 
|that his hand produced, and direfts it ; muft 
pot the like manifeftafions in the fpiritual 
jvorld neceflhrily refer us to the fajnp perfe^ 
Being? 

Now, if. wje look into the Scriptures^ 
jvhere that world is reprefented to ys, jvjb- 
Ihall clearly perceive, if we are not blinde4 
by fome inveterate prejudice, the very fanriQ 
fignatures of divinity — equal exertions of 
powery analogous difpofitiofls of wifdom^ and 
Similar intentions of ^Wi^^—- imprefled oi> 
|;he works pf grace, as are naapifefted iiv^ 
|:he works of nature. And therefore, if we 
judge of morale as of natural thi^igs, we muft 
needs allow, fiuce the criteria are of the fame 
kind, that th^ fcriptural {yiktm of religion 
^as at firft plapned, and all along fup- 
ported, by the fame great apd gracioup 
Being, who created and governs the natural 
iyftern of the world. 

If nature be efteemed ** the power of 
God, and the wifdom of God,*' operating 
to the welfare of the body ; religion is as 
evidently « the power of God, and the wif-. 

donqi" 
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idom of God *,'• operating to the falvation of 
the Ibul. To be convinced of this, we need 
only attend to the ftriking analogy, that 
^bfifts between them. 

If we fee, as we cannot but fee, that the 
conftitution and courfe of nature is wifely 
accommodated to the fecurity and welfare of 
the aniiml life ^ ; and that this accommoda-* 
tion is applied and continued, not by one 
uniform immutable procefs, but by a courfe 
of agency varioufly diverfified, according to 
the various relations of the creatures, and 
the various neceffities to which they are fub* 
jed: do we not alfo fee, that the fcherpe 
of religion, or the qpconomy of grace, is 
adapted in like manner to the fecurity and 
happinefs of the fpiritual life j /and that, to 
anfwer this purpofe, the adminiftration of 
the Deity is varioufly diverfified, according 
(o the various ftates and conditions,^ or the 
moral exigences, of mankind \ 

^ I Cor. u 14, 

• Incolumi^tis ac falutis omQium cau& vi^mus hunc {latum 
«(& hujus totiui tnundi atque patunr. Ciciro (fe Oi^u 
^iU iii. S 45* 

9 4 If 
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If wc fay that Providence originally fub» * 
jelled the natural world to the direction of 
certain laws, calculated to fupport and main? ' 
tain its conftitutipn ; does not the Scripture' 
fay, that hp alfo placed the moral worl4 
under the like regulation ? 

If wc find, th^t, when natural bodies 
begin tp be impaired, a certain principle 
takes place, in order to fupply the wafte, and 
refto^e them to their priftine condition; 
do we not alfo find, that "revelation comes 
in with the like defigp, to repair the 
breaches of morality, and tp reinftate paan-f 
kind in their original uprightnefs ? 

In fine. If we perceive that the prder and 
difpofition of nature terids to pronxote the 
very fame end, that revelatipp is defigned to 
accomplifh ; if both of them operate, in 
their refpeftive ways, to the advancement 
of virtue, and the fuppreflion^of vice; what 
elfe can we Conclude, but that both are 
parts of one moral fyftem, and make up 
together one regular fcheme of providence 
for the general happinefs of mankind ^? 

' See Bp. Butler's Analogy, part II. chap, 3. 

For 
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I^or fince the natural and the revealed difpeij* 
fation of things do thiis mutually accord^ 
thus clofely unite, and co-operate with each 
other ; the plain confecjuence is, that both 
are derived fr6m the fantje caufe and author. 
But God is univerfally acknowledged to bo 
the author of nature ; and He mufl: there-^ 
fore, on the fame principles, be acknowledged 
the author of revelation too. 

And if revelation comes from this perfeft 
Being, the fountain of all wifdQm and good- 
nefs ; we afe hence fyrnifhed with a ftrong 
argument a priori^ that the whole fyftem of 
it, and its feveral parts, muft be founded on 
the higheft reafon. For infinite wifdom will 
always ad coriforniably to itfelf in all its dif- 
penfations, " 

Accordingly, if we defcend lower -r- try 
and examine the contents of revelation j and 
argue the point a pojleriori^ from its internal 
character ; the reafonablenefs and importance, 
the truth and divinity of it will inftantly ap- 
pear in a fbir and conlpicuous light. The 
excellency of its dodrines, the purity of its 
precepts, the propriety of its inftitutions, 
and the weight of its fandlions, all confpire 

to 
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to 6x and afcertam the defcent it claiin;; 
and to prove it as truly worthy of God, as 
it is ufeful and beneficial to mankind. 

If we proceed on to its external proofs ; to 
the feveral'atteftations that have been made 
to it : if we confider the prophecies that 
have been fulfilled, and the miracles that 
have l)een wrought, in confirmation of it: 
prophecies, which none but he alone, whofe 
knowledge is infinite, could poffibly diftate; 
apd miracles, which exhibit the cleareft in* 
dication of the finger of God : ** works, 
fuch as none could do> except God were, 
with him^;'^ if we ferioufly attend tothele 
amazing exertions of knowledge and power, 
which have been repeatedly, and iii the 
moft public manner, difplayed i^ fupport of 
the fevers^l portions of this grand fyftem of 
Scripture revelation ; if we confider properly 
their nature and end; and eftimate the 
weight they carry with them, ; we (hall find, 
them fufficient, ^n all reafqn, to evince the 
truth of thofe difpenfations, of which they 
piake fo remarkably a part. 

I Johi|i iik ^2. 

^ndeed^ 
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. lodecdt the fufficiency of them for this 
purpofe is in fa6k evident, Fpr numbers of 
people, in different ages and countries, ac- 
tually embraced the particular revelations de- 
livered tQthem^ 3S true gnd divine, on the 
^rength and authority of that evidence^ 
lyhich thefe exertions fupplied. And though 
l;he fplen^or of the light, which revelation 
fdifFufed ; and the awfuhiefs of the miracles, 
that were performed in confirmation of it ; 
plight render this evidence more fenfibly af- 
fefling to thpfe, w)io were eye and ear-wit* 
pefleS| than it can be to us, who receive it 
{through the medium of hiftorical informa- 
tion : yet is there ftill flrength enough, ftill 
weight and force enough in it, to fatisfy any 
capable and fair reafoner, of the truth of 
the religipn, it is brought to atteft. Nay, 
wpon the whole, we ftand now, in this re- 
ipeft, on full as good, if not, perhaps, on 
tietter ground, than the mofl advantageous 
pf our prcdeceffors. 

The intrin/ic excellency of revealed reli- 
gion ; the noblenefs of the end it propofes ; 
iand the propriety pf the means, by which 

that 
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that end Is profecuted : thefe charaders of it$ 
. divinity are full as fclear and apparent to us, 
^s ever they were to the aput^ft of thofo 
who lived In the ages before us. 

And with regard to its external proofs ; 
riiey are fp admirably conftru<3:ed in their 
jiature^ and have been fb fecyrely guarded 
in their conveyance downwards, that they 
ft ill (hine forth, and ^rike the mind witl> 
^qual force and luftre. And if one branch' 
of them be now diminished, tl>e other i$ 
proportionably increafed: if ipirdcles artf 
ceafed, prophecies are daily accompliflied ? 
fb that the balance is ft ill kept even ; and 
the fiim total of the evidence muft appear 
nearly the f^me to us, as it did to our re-? 
moter anceftors. If there be any difference^ ' 
it lies plainly on our fide. For^ as we are 
favoured with a more extenfive view. of this 
wonderful fyftem, fo we can more clearly 
fee the dependencies and connexions of its 
f^yeral parts ; their united tendencies to one 
grand defign; and the furprifing progrefs 
that is already made towards the actual com4 
jpletion ef it. * 

An4 
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And when we fee, in the courfe of thi& 
progrdffs, fuch a number, of prophecies and 
miracles, running down through the long 
extent pf fi\re thoufand years; all of thera 
working together ; all of them uniting their 
forces; and forming a chain of conne£led 
fadls, every link- of which communicates 

^.ftrcngth to every other :— When we fee this 
.to be the cafe ; the evidence refulthig fromt 
fuch a combination^ raanifeflly proves the 
whole plan to b& infinitely fuperior to any 
human contrivance. That wifdomf which 
could guide a progreflion of fa^s^ through 
to immenfc a traft of time, with an uniform 
dire£lion to onesleterminate end, could cer«- 
tainly be no other, than the wifdom that 
forefeet all future events : and thpt power, 
which could guard it through all the in- 
terruptions of the greateft revolutions, and 
and all the embarrafmepts of the moil un- 
toward pccurrences, could, certainty be no. 
other, than the power which governs the 

.affairs of the world '^. In fo effcftual a man^- ' 

H RoTSKKAM'f Skocch: of the t}BC grett argumfAU §« VII. 

^ n$r 
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ner does the general harmony, that riitfsr 
through the fyftem df revealed rdigion, {ei 
forth the truth and divinity 6f li: ; arid, at 
the fame time^ afcertain die red/itji of thft 
prophecies arid miracles^ which arc fo inti- 
mately cbn'ne(fted, and kiterwdven Wifti it. 

And as to the ^roofsi which' thefe prophe- . 
Cies and riiiracles fopply, in their torn, for 
the fupport arid eonfirriiatiott of the fyft6m j 
\ve halve rio reafori t& fu§)e^, a^ \ fiid be- 
fore/ thit ihejr are in the lead weakened, or 
diminiflied in their forced bfecaufe we ftiind 
tt firch a diftarice ifrtfrii tfeem." Pof if they,* 
who wei-e eo-eval tvith the rtiifacles or pro- 
phecies^ had the evidence of theif fenfes for 
the truth of thoffe paiticular faft^ that fell 
tnder ^^0: notiefe j tve are pbUeffed 6f thiV 
ftiperiof adv^iita:gejthat we have aft the fafts 
Jh: view at onee j can fee and eontemplate thc^ 
tvhole leriesr efitire ^ arid can deliberately ei^ 
asiine it^ftrength and c(Jnnefti6n^thr6ughout' 
ait i^ jiarlrs. What tSiey faw,^ piece by piece^ 
Sn a di^oirited ciantfcr,^ we fee eorintfl:ed aricJ 
combiTied together; baik «p into «i regular ,i 
Mid aad Ibeautiful ftru&ure ; dnd from the 

excet- 
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' excellency of the work can clearly difcover 
the wilciom and abilities of its divine Ar« 
chite£i. 

So far we advance on the credit of Scrip- 
ture, .confidered only as an hiftorical narra- 
tion of fadts. But we are farther to obferve^ 
that God has not left us to mere hiftorical 
information for the reality and. exiftence of' 
thofe prophecies and miracles, on which we 
ground our belief* There is one monument 
now ftanding before our eyes, confifting both 
of prophecy and ,miracle-^I mean the prefent 
ftate of the Jews— which bears teftimony 
to the truth of revelation, in an ampie^ 
viHble manner ; and will probably continucf 
to bear teftimony to it, till it has effectually 
triumphed over the infidelity of the Gentiley 
and the obftinacy of the Jew; till it has 
brought down the proud, exalted notions of 
the one, and the fallacious, {bphiftical rea« 
fonlngs of the other, into an l^umble and 
willing obedience to the faith of Chrift. An d 
then, both parties, both J^ws and Gentiles, 
'win fee with admiration, that *« the weapons 
of ^ our wztf^rc^-m^ikc ' arguments arifiog 
I fronts 
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from prophecies and miracles — " aremightj^ 
through God to the pulling down of ftrorig 
liolds ' ; ^^ to thb fubduing of the prejudices^ 
and clearing of the difficulties, that flEand in 
the way of Faith. 

Sueh teafbns have \ve to believe, that tbe 
Scripture-revelation is derived from (jod: 
. and equal feafons have we to hope, that it 
will finally lead Us, if" we obey its didiates, 
to a ftate of perfection and happinfifs. If 
we fteadily adhere to thdfe reafons, which 
unite atid ctoiifirm the whole cSf rcvelatioin } 
we Ihall never be moved by thofe ftiinute 
objeftions, which are chiefly drawn from 
the fancied blemifhes, or falfe repr^fentatioii 
of detached parts. Revelation is a fyftem j 
and it is to no purpofe to attempt the^ fub- 
Verfion of it by the deriiolition of particulafif 
portions. 'For the connexion that riins 
through the whole, cenients it fo firmly td* 
gether, that it muft either ftand or fall iii 
one entire body. But no man has been ytt 
hardy enough to attack it in this compacted 
form. And if thofe forward critics, who 
^ z Cor. X. 4. 

talk 
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liik ii^th fd much petulance siid botdnefa 
of the defeds or dcfdrmities of particulai? 
pdrtsi coilld be prevailed upon to view them 
in their relation td the general fyfterdj they 
Wduld fooii altei: their opinion of thefflj 
aihd if dun bcirigi what they now are^ theJ 
fubjea of their ridiculei they Wollld beedme 
the tihjtd: df th^ir admiration atid regard* 

Frdrh fucH an extended atid conlprdhehfivei 
View, it would itianifeftly appear, that all 
thefc itoigined irregttlaritie«, all thefe feem-* 
ing defef^s dr defdfmitiesy detra£t lid ihord 
frotri the ^diity df revelatidn, than criggjr 
mouitfains and £fielving vallies detradl froni 
the mumiity of the! globe. Nay^ it would 
appbaiv ufbti clofer examination, that thei 
forrHef In the morale as the latter in the nd^ 
turd wdrld^ are of great life dfld fervipe % . 
perhaps iridifpehfably neceffary fo the beiiefit 
and perfedion of the whole; For then it ' 
would appear^ that fdme of them contain 
vaft, latetit mines of wifdom and goodnefs j 
\vhilft Others ferve to convey down to more 
diftant places the furpks of thofe bleffings^ 

Vot. I. C which 
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which eopioufly fell on fome particulaxt 
Ipots. 

But^ notwithftanding thefe fair and ratio- 
nal dedudlionsy men of perverfc minds will 
flill cavil and find faults;, will ftitl raife 
»^w objeftions, asfaft as the oIJ ones ara 
cleared ofE And hence it isj that the Apoftle 
is fo earneft with us, ta *' be always ready 
to give a reafpn of the hope,, or faith,, that 
is in ug f — as well knowijig, that^ in every 
age of the church, fuch a preparation would 
be highly neceflary : fince in every age,; op^ 
ponents to religion would perpetually arife,. 
who (hould call forth its profeflbra to the 
perpetual exercife of their. zeal and know- 
ledge. And perhaps, had it not been for 
the oppofition of fuch adveriaries to roufe 
them, its profeflbrs might have gradually 
fiink into a deplorable ignorance of tht Joc^ 
trifles of religion, as well as into a (hamefol 
negledl of the duties of it. This however is 
certain, that the cavils raifed agaihft religion 
have air along providentially ferved to pro- 
mote its intereft. For they have excited a* 
noble fpint of inquiry : in confeqpence- of 

Which^ 
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\frhichi. the Scriptures came to be every diay 
more diligently ftudied, mbre dofely exa- 
mined; arid mbre critically carivafTed, thanj 
,ih all probkbillty, they would otherwife 
have been. And the refult is, that the 
grounds oF our faith are now much better, 
a^d more generally underftood; and the oB- 
jeftions agaiiift them are oF co'urfe more 
cTafiljr ihfwered ^. Arid here let it be reniark- 
ed; that a difficulty in religion, or an ob- 
jeftibti t6 ir, once i-emoved, becomes after- 
t<^ards equivalent to a pdjitive argument in its 
fivour : lad&pted to tefrefh the faith of be- 
lifeverS ; &nd to keep them nibre ftedfafl and 
fixed iri their profeffiori, 

Confiderations thefe, that (hbiild make us 
atleritivfe to the latter part of the Apoftle's 
advice ; and treat oOr adverfaries " with 
nleekriefs and reVerteqcfe/* For; with regard 
t6 is^ iW their attempts have tilrned oiit ^o 
btir fignal adVantage ^ J which (hould there- 
fore extinguifli our tefentmeht ^gaiiift them. 

^ See Ger ARD*8 Diflertktiolis on the Geniks and Evidences of 
ISte'iffcianitjr. Difleh. II: §'3, 
[ OZILARD, D'dT. II; § 41 

C i And, 
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And, with regard to them^ the oaly way td^ 
work their convtfriiou is to apply to their 
reafon with civility and> refpedi Illiberal and: 
violent methods 6( defence; arfe prejotjicial to^ 
arty caufe! : they rendir thei be/i fuf|>icious» It 
is our boaft, that our religion is^ founded 
dn argument : let- it therefore, be our bufinefs 
tk) defend it by argument But every argu- 
ment, to maintain its force^^ (hotild be pro- 
pofed in the fpirit of candbr and* benevo- 
lence. If bftternefs aiid arrogance be^ raixed^ 
with it, it will lofe of it* weight in propor-' 
tion as men^ ar« difgiifted at the rudenefs . 
with which' it isofferedt Wheitas,- had it>^ 
been ftated in^ a milder way,^ it might hap-\ 
pily have operated with its whole influence, 
to the comfort of tiie proj)ofer,.vand*the-Qonv. 
vidion of fehe adverliiry. 

And this method is tlje raorfe fib be regard^ 
ed,.becaufe it was the method' puriiied by 
the Apoftles : who,- though they fcorned to{ 
enfnare the world by "the enticing words 
of man*s wifdom*/^ were yet careful to con- 
vey their arguinents in a mild and perfuafive- ;. 

manneo 
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jiqaohcT— .^* in meeknefs inftrudling thofe 
that oppofed thcrnfelves;'* as. the moft likely 
(incans cf bringing them over ^* to the 
.acknowledgment of the truth ".•* They 
iubmitted the proofs and evidences of their 
ri^eligion to a free,5ind impartial examination^ 
and then left them to operate ^n the minds 
Off their hearers, according to their weight 
and ftkength. Arid what was the cdnfe- 
Kjuence ? Why, by thefe nwana, Qiriftianity 
piadc a ^uick and furprrfing progrefsi; fpreaijl 
Itfelf with amazing rapidity over all the 
iDQoflr celebrated, all t'he moft enlightened^ 
kingdoms of the world 5 filencing the oppo- 
ifitions of vain philofophy, .and triiimphing; 
over the power of civil policy; and, what 
%vere ftill harder to be conquer^^i over the 
prejudices and paiiions of mankind. 'But the^ 
fancie evidence^ aild' the fame efficacy it haol 
at fir(lr, our religion ftill retains. It was: 
Ifrought to *he tefb in every age; and in 
every age has flood the tri;aL Nay, thc^ 
more it has bee^ tried, the brighter it has 
^pcaredj and when fairly reprefented, has 

n 2 Tim. ii. 2$, 
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beep too piercing and amiable to fail of it« 
juft efFe<9:. ''''''. ' , 

It had one advantagc> indeed, in tlie bc^ 
ginning, which the corruption of later times 
has unhappily deprived it of: I mean, the ad- 
vantage of ajppearing in its native drefs, an4 
adorned " with the bruits of good living.** 
This appearance gaineq on the affbdion^ of 
mankind, and charmed the world into aa 
admiration of it. For, who of anjr ingenuity 
of mind, could help admiring a rejigion, 
that fhorie forth with fo much amiabjenefs; 
and exhibited in its effeds fuch a fulnefs of 
** grace and truth!** 

Now, in order to replace it on its proper 
bafis, and reflore it to its ancient honours, 
let iis bring it again' to the ftandard of 
Scripture ; and endeavour by our lives, as 
well as' by our arguments, to illuftrate the 
power of it. The end of faith js virtue : and • 
if our life be accordingly anfwerable to our 
faith', its evidence will be almpft irr^fiflible* 
The divine "excellency of.it will appear. 
cbnfpifcudUs in the purity of converfation it 
ihipires; and the divine i^uthority of it will 
'■'-■- -■■■^ ' be 
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he clearly feen in the goodly fruits it pro- 
duces. By thus fulfilling the true defign of 
•our own faith, we may recover others to the 
acknowledgment 'of it. For to make " our 
light fb ftiine before men, that they may fee 
-our good works,'^ is, perhaps, one of the 
ftrongefl: indacements we can fet before 
them to imitate our example; to engage 
them to embrace the faiije faith ; and by the 
practice of the fame virtues, ^ to glorify our 
Father, who is in heaven^.*' To whom, 
with the Son and the Hdy Ghoft be afcrib- 
M all honour and glory. Sec Amesu 

° Matth. V, 46. 
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I Pet, ilu ijf 

JB^ rw^ tf /wtf^i fo give an anjhver to toery 
tnahj that nfketbyou a-rtajon of the hofe that 
is in yQU4 

Iy is fijjrglififlg to ob&tve^ iay t aa inge-. 
Bipus winter »9 how clofelj the moft in? 
teiiei^iig 9tul momeotous truths- are con- 
jl^Oicd tQgp^etr $ and ia bow iieguk^ a-t^io: 
th^y i^ue forth) aadriowlrom eachothi^r. 

That tb«re is 3 God^ the fit^p^e of the 
liniverie, on every part of which theiigna- 
mr^ p^ «|iyiQiey are fo. yifibly im^reflfed^ 
plainly demooftrates to us; 

But if there be a God^ the creator an4 
8Q?e0ipi3of diewoiild:; then* there nuift' be^ 

4 ef 
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of courie, fome homage due to him froff^ 
his rational and dependant creatures : that is, 
in other words, there muft be fome religion. 
And if fome religion be neceflfary, it muft 
bA fuch a religion as is properly calculated 
for the general benefit of mankind. And 
.what religion is there in the world, that is 
fo well adapted to the circumftances, and 
makes fo noble ia provifion for the improve- 
xnpi^x ^nd >happinef^ of i^^nkind, as thtf. 
wjhich is revealed in the holy Scriptures? - 

Such reflections as thefe naturi^lly remijid 
us of the precept in the text, and prepafc 
us infoijie meafure jforccihe difchargeof it. 
They lead us to examitw^ the grounds of our 
reJigioQ,.; and to wei^ thtf evidences by 
which it is fupported; Theft refeajrches into 
the grounds and evidences of it, will enable- 
us, ac^ofdmg to the degrees of our prbfici- 
^^9y9'^i> :*'.give aa anfwer to every man, 
that.ai^eth Us. a.reafoii of the hope that is 



in us.'* 



, ^ut to rfndfer ,6ur£elves fuoh toafte^rs of 
the; fubjeft, ; ag . to be .able, to return a fatia-. 
faftory anfwer^ ajid to ihew the. reafonable- 
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nefs of every part ; we muft previoufly acquire 
a true and perfed: notion of the real defrgn of 
religion in general ; and then confider the 
fitnefs and propriety of its feveral difpenfa^ 
tions to promote and accomplifh that deiign, 
through the various dates and conditions of 
the world. For it is from the ftate and con- 
uiition, that is, from the moral exigences of 
^lankind, that revelation takes its rife: and 
k is to the nature of theie exigencies that 
its contents are adapted. And therefore it 
muft be from a comparative view 5f both 
together, that the reafpnablenefs and excel- 
lency of any difpenfatiort can be rightly de- 
duced and illuftrated. 

Now, fuch a comparative view of the 
ftates of the world, and the revealed dif- 
peniations conne^fled with them, the Scrip- 
ture feithfully exhibits to us; and thereby 
fupplies us with a proper clue, to trace the 
beauties, and to unfold the wifdora, of this 
mighty, ftupendous plan. 

If then we confult the Scripture-account, 
It will manifeftly appear, that, whilft man 
breferyed his original ftate^ and a£ted up to 
' V " his. 
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hU naf^^ d^W^^ ^ gevemment of the 
WQi^l<3 wenytesr, as we ^igHt expefl^. iix a tew 
|^uU>( mi ^iv^tm jertgcmerrr^Twi^ inters 
ci^ptk^j i4^y«|tioa <y ^ange^ For what 
^e^ qf ^y ^erajt^ofi^^ or oj^raordttniry isKm 
i^eqH96jEiooa« when the |irf]h mm^ la^dei; jdw 
^^44att<;j$ ^ lii^ Cr^«l0F> ^s a ^n juhder tha 
m^ou of hip feJcher^ migfet by the eftaijli^Hfid 
«our^ pf tiiiog§^ attain, to that kAOw]«dgc^ 
iiriirtue iw4 happia^^« j(c^ wj^ipljt l^ ^s pri> 

. B«.t he iwrverfeiy 6hi£qc& rhe giiiidcjof hi* 
life, ;uiid vainly fi?t up for hi# owa dinefitorf 
^i. coiifc(gj?njpe .of whjchf. he not ooly fell 
far below the (landard. of hi^; natufge^ but 
foi^Jc into. the. depth of mliery: and woe. Now 
if God^ in his goodnefss, dett^rmioed to raife: 
thi^ falleo) ^i»d Corrujfrtied maa to his primip' 
tive ftatiojji; much xuore if he defignedi totadf » 
Mance him to higher d^rees of virtue andl 
h;}ppin$r^i than M^hat €ould be attained, by 
the pre-eftabli(hed lawb of nature:; itis ob» 
.fious to conclud&>» that he muft necefl'arily 
p§£sik ijt by Ipotf fupernatural method. 

The' 
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l*he CDHftitutidn and courfe of natum 
tv^as origiiially ada^eid todbe date of innot- 
cem^e ; and cbntamed wy rdinedy for evils, 
Aecafioned ^ voiuMaif}^ diefediioii. Thefe, 
if remedied at al^ mAift" beret»edied by a^* 
fiaperior han^j ahd in a way diffetent froirt 
tftic 4:^ginal e^abli(hm€m« Accordingly wtf 
find^ that, when God came down to judge? 
the offenders, but^ ^ the fan)e time, with 
fhe kind intention^ of refcttiiigehetn at 1^ 
frottk die m^ery and' ruin they had brought 
tkpon themfelves ; he (hewed this intention,,' 
9S tlie cafe required, l^ an extraordinary 
ttLettion of knowl^^ge ai^ po^wrer-'^by pro^^ 
piiccy and miracle r by prophecy firft, to* 
6pen to the view of difeonfolate man- a neW 
prolpe£l of haj^inefe,^ and to rekindle irt hifr 
breaftti>^v hoped; and then by miracle, to.^ 
firengthen and* confirm thofe hopes in him,^ 
and m afiiire him of their fixture comple- 
tion. 

The pr^mife^ thus Hiade aiid confirmed^- 
brought m*oiir firft parents feaforiable relfefy- 
and pfeicfed' thcnV again under the guidance* 
of religion. But here it is to be obfervedy 

that. 
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that, as their chafadlier was liow becdfe^ 
more complicated^ (f0r we are to cpoiidef 
them not only as men, biit alfo as finners) 
fo their religion became df courfc propor-^ 
tionably complex likewife. 

As menj or rational beings^ they ^cre ftill 
fubjc6l to the religion of nature, dnd thelaw 
of reafon : they were ftill bound to entertain 
a right knowledge of Qodj and to pay hinl- 
fincere, unfeigned obedience* 

But ^sjinners^ admitted into a covenant of 
grace, they were moreover to proftfs, ac-^ 
cording to the tenour of that covenant, a right- 
faith in, the promifed Redeemer; through 
the merits of whom the fincerely obedient 
were to be reftored to happinefs. 

True religion then, on the eftabliflimfent 
of the new a&conomy after the f alii confifted 
of thele two parts — ^which it concerns us 
conflatitly to bear in mind, as of great im^ 
portance in our future inquiries* 

Now, had the fucceeding generations ffe* 
tained this religion pure and incorrupt m 
hoth its parts, and lived up to thie meafiiro 
of its obligations J the adminiftral;ion of di* 

vine 
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vine gbvemment would probably have pro- 
ceeded in its ufual courie^ without any 
farther defle£lions. 

But this, alas I was very far from being 
the cafe. Mankind in a ihort time corrupted 
their ways : and not only forgot the promife 
of a Redeemer ; but even funk into a de- 
plorable ignorance of the one true God ; and 
plunged themfelves into an endlefs variety of 
deflru£tive errours, and fatal fuperftitions. 

When they had thus degenerated into 
idolatry and wickednefs> and were in no- 
wife able to reform themfelves ; the prefer- 
vation of their happinefs naanifeftly required^ 
that Providence ihould interpofe in ibme esc- 
traordinary manner^ to recall them to th& 
knowledge of thefe necefiary articles^ and to 
awaken them into a fenfe of their duty. Ac-* 
cordingly we are informed in the courfe of 
this hiftpry, that God did actually interpofe^ 
<' at fundry times, and in diverfe manners, s." 
for this purpofe ; and marvelloufly condudlcdy 
through a long period, two different kinds 
of adminiflration together^ adapted to the 
^ Hcb. i. u 

two 
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itme inieftcted t& ttikort. 

But, ad faith in God h ikt ftinclamehtai 
l^riftclpte of all ttligitftii fo the firft thin^ 
neceflary fcd fee ckwife for the reco^fery of 
iiitf&kiiid^ was td hririg thetii back fo thd 
belief and aeknttv^^ledgehifent df that firft ar* 
lide,^ r&kting to liis being and pr6fiderifcei 
i« Fdr be that cdifteth t<s Ood^ tetift bfelievd 
that he iS| or ekifts ; md that he id d re^* 
tvarder of thedi, that diligently ffcek hihi \'^ 

Cofifofniably to this, the Scripttrre afltrres^ 
His that thofe wondierful ftianifeftatiohl fa 
fre<ju€ntly difpliybd in the firft agfes tif thcT 
world, vf6ik chifefly defigtied to fconTincethe 
uatidtis^ of the falfhood and trinity of the 
djJinidhs they had imbibed ; aftd to render 
Hiefti ferifibki that jehotahi the author of 
thofe amaiihg wdiidfersi y/^2S the only great 
aixl trtie God ;.^aiid cohfequehtly^ that Me 
ak>nfe was intitled to their fervice and obe- 
dience. And it is 6ne principal pari df my 
de%tt ifi tlie folWittg DifcdUrfesi fa (hew 
bdw wifely, fhofe wondrous manifeftation? 

' Het. ti. 6. 

* - were 



^^f^f& dtrfifeS^rftd, rand^bciv fto^rly they were 
ada^clj^ 'to promote dtaJd accottiplifli the end 
In ^Ww^-i-^o ffietv, /h^w the do6Vrincs and 
wSi'tffc^fcs- oorifpiped togather, to difpel the 
flarfciWfs df^i^fftitiOnand iddktry ; and t(^ 
it?ft8rfe Sifmkmd to the 'Clear feiiowledge of 
f hdfr God flaii tDreatdr* 

Btrt 4>efid€B this, ^nd^in (J<J4)jtirt<^idn witlk 
It, thfere riM>s thitotfgh the Old Teftament 
another fcheme of idiviae ad minift nation^ re- 
iath^fe'to the fe^and tfrticle } adrntrably fitted 
t6 ^pport *he -hopes, and to coitfirra the 
faith of thofe, who lived under that Tefta^ 
«ti^t, ill 'Ac fAitui* advent of >tlDe pronriifcd 
^edetflhen .Thli fchenae has 'been fo -happfly 
^nfeildfed) ftiid fo ftlly explained by a laue 
-leathed f*itetete, in iiis Difcourffes on Jke 
'^e ^Hi Mmt VjT '^Prifphicyi that I haV« only 
•to'olbferve* bow effeaually k atifwered the 
•pArpofe ^ FttSMidence ; JW it taifed in the 
^^i;iForrM^ geiilfral ti^pedni tbe MefSlah^'d 

Hiiomingr and ^ffepated the peopk for the re- 
«^*ibn^f their iLtfrili 

When the wdrld, and particularly that 
liatidn which was the grand d^pofitary of 

Vol. L D true 
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true religion, was fo far ehligbtwfcdiby theie 
adminiftrations, as to be thoroughly con* 
vinced, that Jehovah was the only Gpd; 
and that, *^ in remembrance of his cfiercy^ 
he was about to raife up a mighty (aVy^ion 
for them^ as he had fpokeft by the mouth 
of his holy prophets*;'* then it feems tQ-t(^ 
the proper time for the promifed Redeemer 
to make his appe^arance, in order to inftru£t 
them in the will of God; and to dire^ them 
to thofe adts of rear and fubftantial virtue, 
which are well- pleating and acceptable tp 
him. - . r '^ 

And the event was exadtly anfwerable.. 
•For the Gofpel aflures us, tha? Jefus Chrift 
did accordingly appear V* in the feints qf 
time^;" the time appointed by the prppha- 
cics: that he made a clear and; full de- 
claration of God's will to inanl^ind;^ ^and 
eft^bliflied a njore perfeft. iinftitution of re- 
ligion ; the obfervance of which is |o fecure 
to us the favour of God; and; to entitle u;>, 
through the merits of this:bleij[ed;Pl(fd^ii^> 

• Luke i. 66, 7a • - . ...... f 

*.Gal, iv. 4.- ** - .. . :.".:.: 

to 



,a E It u O N : . H. <ii 

t@c^H^rpb0eifioojof eternal happinefs. .And 

itifi i^i)i^\»r tyi:artich of my .dcfign to (hew-i— 

r.bftw. W«U the'dodlrincs,, whkh Chrift ^e- 

Jiveredi: Arerq^aecdniraodated |to the riecefli- 

. jlfie^v.aiid fitted, foif the; moral impcovemenr, 

\9.£tlib| world: ,4od>ialfov bow exquifitety the 

jpiraQks.be v^rjwgbt^ were adjofted to evince 

tbe truth of his doftrintesrand coiifequenr^y 

to (he,w, how fUtiy both in conjiinttioii 

: pi'^^a feinato.be ** that prophet, that Ihould 

cOi^e into t}ie wcfrld »;" 

. Theie fire the outlines of the plsin, whioK 
l.J: have formed for myfclfin the. p'rcfcht un- 
•ikrt^kiog; and ivknch I ihall endeavour: gra- 
«4i)ftlly to£UufJ*M 

. But to fill it.Up In a fegiilar t^rder, and^t 

forth t;he fever^lparfs of itiir their true and 

propef light ; Jt .i^iW be requifiteto look back 

;.to Jth^ creation of the world.^ td contemplate 

;,and cooiideif th^p. primitive fthte'X)f mztikixd^ 

: Hud the provHt$MQi that.waa^ originally made 

'for their bappinfcfs*: And if this pndv^ion,' 

,,^hich GodMd'ftftablifiiedinihe cpriftifatioa 

of nature, and wbith ht .di§wftfrd by the dr- 

* John vi. 14- 

;." D i binary . 
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miVa€le$>rtdof^'(J ill the Old Teftament, irjj 
dit^dly applied \6 This -perfht-: and, being *. 
awakening Infttitices of terrible majefiy^ -evf* 
deftly proye — that the author af tTiem was 
cnddtyed with ftipretiie powfer; could bend 
th^- course of i^jature to his will; and was' 
therefore to be revered, as the Lord and Go- 
vernor of the whole earth. ' 

: AVhei) w^ cpttife to the times of the New 
Teftatrient, we' meet with mtratlcs of a -dif- * 
fg?^? kind?- biit no lefs 'properly adapted' to ^ 
th4 nature of the liifpcnfdtioifr,' which they 
virerfe'^Wirougbt to atteft. HeW' God: ^^p^H 
in milder inajefty, irifti|UtiHg'-a religimrof 
perfeO: purity, and bouhdiefs Idv^. - Goitre- 
ifxindept therefore to th€'g<ihiiiS' of this 're- 
ligion, the mirdcles performed for its? fy^port, ' 
afre ^11 miracles oPmercy^ which, at- the- 
fame tinie th^t- they demonft rate the trothV'^ 
breath^forth the very fpirit knd. temper of' 
the^Gofplel.-^F&r the good WiH therein re- -^ 
veal i^d' towards mankind,. is every wh^re eii- 
efnplified by-thetmiradutoys^ benefits corifer- 
kd- upoiV them*. A^^ . wha^ caif we- tonceive 
more rational, coavinarag *and fatisfadory, 
'•^^- "•'•-•" ' ' t ^ ^ ' thani 
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than that iuch a difpenfation — calculated to 
remove the diforders of the fouU and to 
advance it to a ftate of perfedlion — fhould be 
thus illuftrated, confirmed and eftablifhed^ 
by miracles which confift in curing the ana- 
logoxis difeafes of the body^ and reftoring it 
to perfca health ? 

Hence then may be difcovered the weak- 
nefs and futility of this boafted objcfiion, 
" that miracles can be no witrfefs either for 
Oodortaen; nor are any proof either of di- ' 
vinity or revelation y .*' *' For tliough/' fay ^ 
onr adverfaries, " innumerable miracles 
ftiould affail the fenfe, and give the tremb- 
ling foul no refpite; though the Iky (hould 
fuddenly open, and all kinds of prodigies ap- 
pear; voices be heard, or cha rafters read ; * 
yet, what would this evince, but only that 
there were certain powers which could do all 
this? But what powers; whether one *or 
more ; whether fuperior or fubaltern ; mor- 
tal or. immortal ; wife or foolifli ; juft or un- 
juft ; good or bad : this would ftill remain ' 
a myftery ; as would the true intention, the 

y Charaacrlfticks, vol. II. § 5. p« 331- 

P ^ . infitl^ 
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ii>fallibility ox, certainty 06. wbatCkyQi: tji^lflr . 
ppwersalTerted^. /! ^ , . 

Now^ in. whatever Gate pf jivyileriou,fheff 
or obfcurity fingle roiraples* comfidercd apart^^ 
may leavie th^fe^ points invjolvjed ^yet^., njir. 
rabies that run, as ^he Scxiptu,re-mir,ac^ea do^ 
in one connefted chain, arec oornglctely. s^d^. ; 
ap^tfid, to ckar them up, Forl^y this^popi- 
binatiou, t^js hoiKl of rmion that fiibfifts 
between them, we naay a^ eaijly tcapc the; 
cnd.anddefign q{the{t extraprdinary ef^^s^ 
^^v^e* can ^race. thofe of the ofdiiw)L wor^s. 
of nature. And. if we: fiod, as: w^ da find«, 
that they arc alj^ tl^ough various^ ftxHophe-?; 
r^>t ; th^t they are all fbbfexvient tp fii^iiJ^t; 
ends of wifdom and goodneifs, with, tho% that; 
appear in the. works, of cxeatioB ;. tl^^t, they, 
all coroperate, to one cppc^nacit^ be^ievpleat^ 
dffign^. the. prpdiiftiop,of. huiT)aa,happ>nef^;; 
thie^i fiweiy, **;w,e .hav^; iiit5jpicvi>t rpfifou,txy 
conclude,, ai^d to be. convinced,, tha^t t^ey.are 
alL.tlie e>fe£ls of op^ powtty^of 9\^^fffp^}^ 
ai^d imttiorfal jovver — of one, ppwer,. - "^J^fj 



jujijx and |:?p^*;". io^a.word,, Qithat powei%, 
which, firft brgu^ht natyre iijto being; 
which then wifely ao4. g^acioufly eftablifhed 
laws, for tjie happinefB of Kis4 creatiires ; andlr 
which afterwards^ at times, as wifely aad 
gracioufly countearafted thofe laws, when it 
becangfe neceflary to their farther happinqlij. 

Here therefore is, ^cljpar difplay — a full^ 
irrefragable proof of dhine, power : and the 
jnfentjon of this i^owcry in perforflaing thefe 
marveiloHS works, is equally jjiaia and ob- 
yiQus. Fpr the, nature, of the miracles 
wrought, the relation they bear to the cir- , 
cumftances qf things, and the fuitablcnefs 
they f^ifcover to certain ends, are as dear, 
indicajions of what the- Alnjiighty intended 
ia the. performance, of them ; as the quali*. 
ties and affeftions qf natural bodies are indir. 
catiqjis^of tihe defiga he had, in viewj. when, 
he produced thofe bodies into being. 

With reipeijl tQ the miracles, wrx)ught ia 
confirmation qf. particyjar - doctrines,., they, 
afe foexquilitely apgropjriated to the nature, 

• . Brown'p: E%» oo'the Qmrgftcrifticji Elfay III. §. IV. : 
p. 276. 

■ of 
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©f thpfe doftri'nes,' as to be'often rearexem-» ' 
p!iificratf6ns'^bif themi' They are, in. many 
cdfes, the very dodlrines reduced into a£ts. , 
And- the truth' 6f fuch doctrines is as certain ' 
afid infiiUibk^ as it is ' unqt/ejlionable and cer* 
tain that the a£ls were performed. 

Upon the whole ; the prcbfs of/«j/caufes, 
aftd confequently the .'pi'oofs of the intention 
of the Deity, are as vifible in the prodeedings 
that concern the mdraU as in thofe that re- 
late to the natural world.* Natural bodies 
neither ^ftahd more properly ranged, nor 
operate more harmonioufly to the fends of 
creation ; than miracles do, to the pufpofes. 
of reveiatibn; 

We fee them fpringing'up, Juft at the 
times, and exaftly in the places, we might 
rcafonably ejcpeft: we fee them fucceeding 
each other in a regular', connefted order: 
we fee them afluming^various complexions, 
according to the various neceflities and occa- 
fions, that ' called for them : we fee them, 
completely aiif\vering thofe occafions and' 
necetlities ; and thereby fecuring the happi- 
ncfs of the world. And feeing all this, can ' 

we 
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we |)bffiWy doubt' either the 'intent or pro- 
pfiety 'of 'tbtem? can' we poflibly doobt of 
their being" the gehiiind* works ' of Hitti, 
,'« who is'^ excellent in wifdom, as well as 
tiiighty in power;" and who, viewing the 
jertci Fr'ortfthe beginning, ** fweetly ordereth 
all the lAeans^^*' that are neceflary to pro- 
mote and actomplifh' it ? 

If we (hould now try what efFe£t it would 
have, tO» iuppofe thie order of the miracles 
changed ; this vvould be a farther ilfuftratidn 
both of the ' propriety df them, and of the 
advantages refulting from their prefent fitua- 
tibn^. For which of the miracles exhibited 
tif Pharaoh would have been to Adani, wh;at 
the debaifing of the ferpent to the abjeft flatc 
of a reptile was- — ia {landing fecurity for the 
Completion of his hopes, and a prelude to the 
final Overthrow of his enemy ? 

To what purpofe would th6 gift of lan- 
guages have been conferred on the Ifraelites, 
lecluded, as they were, from the converfe 
and fociety 6f all foreign people ? 

•^ Wifd. viii. I. 

* RoTHCR Ws Sketch, &c. 5 lit. p. JJ^ 

Or 



Or^ how would the power oC 4p^atin^, 
armies^ aiiicl CGi^q^ujering options, by war^ JKavp 
pronieted tti^ eftablilhmewjt of the pofpel- pf* 
jpeaCjQ? How would it have accorded with, 
the geiuiis: and temper of that reJigioBi^, 
whofeend is to ley.el ^\^ (Jiftinftipos^j^ to re,- 
duce, niankind into ope copamunity i and to 
unite them in the rbondsr of ch^^ritj and. 
love? 

In. thp. places they a|-e fijtua^^ed tl^e poiracjeSf 

hav« all their ufe and beauty ; the moment 

ypw tjanfpQfe them, theix: luftre is. t^rajlhed : 

their- ferviceablepcfs and propriety J^ce no. 

longer vifibic ; but th^ whole be^emeis a^;, 

once an ufelels and monflrous jumble^ o/. 

flrange^ cgnfufed, unmeaning e^^rt-iops^ . ... 

Finally, as the order ajid diipofition of the ^ 

miracles ferve thus to illuftrate-^^ndfct forth. 

th^ir propriety y fo dp the gircumftances uhdeR 

\vhicl\ they wej^ exhibited, and the con- 

' nedion they mc^iatain-with. the knofwn ua?, 

tural ftate oi the times,, fery^ .to prove .thAiR 

truth and reality.. They mak}^, in the hi^ory 

of thofe times, an effential part of the feveral 

events related; theytarifo. intimately 

woven 
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^^^^fett^^wiih the mtttrad * octinrehcfc^' that 
they eatinbt- be feparated the emfc ^oin ttic 
ether,' ^thout violence : they ate the auxi- 
Karfcs^tiF feature for thfe acc^mpliftfrifent x>f 
thedJvifi[e^rp6resi tfcey are indecd^fl^e very 
ttiear^ ¥hat Providence made uTe bf— ^aod the 
•only riiearis that fcimadapted^to work the 
jeftntfiatibn,' 'and cafry^on the itnprovemeht 
of thte'World; Their exHtence thtrrfttre'ttWy 
be cfeaWy deduced irom ^ffie lAaiiifSft hn^tifOe- 
mtnty Which tnankithl are allowed to have 
made in re!igtou$ knowledge ^^tid moral 
, praftice. \i\ a word, the' Jewilh^^aWd ChtiF* 
tian tfeli^bns, thfe gratad triftriadftrit^df *hifi» 
iihpiti^mnent, weiie reQ)ediVely^ft)tthded On 
the jewilh and Ch^Janriiirarffe^ i withdit 
-whidh,thej^tbuldlT6>^rhave beeii fcftabliflied^ 
^Henoi then, \ve artf^is'^^re, thkt ^^^t nii- 
facles- Wctfe actually - performed, and had a 
real tttHitewob ; as ^ are furfe,. that^ thefe #fe- 
' ligions'iibw^fabfiflJi iiid^ai^ proftflfed in the 
^ wrfia; • At^ greatfe^'ftciUrity *hfeh^'4M$, Ao 
«i«*;'if 'think, can-ftafohabi^ cJefiw. ; 

But, notwithftanding the. fofiOB-of this 

evidence, the incredulity of the prtfeht age 

' ' ' ^ has 
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1^3^ rM>t,.only. darc4 tp.call [in.que^ the 

'T^/^%?)ff^ftJJ?f?f9 ,^^^?l^s; but has prpc^ded 
- fo far^/as even, to deny the poffibiUty oix\\ttfi. 
ThejjaiUdity oit\\p jeafonings, by whkh.opr 
-advef^nes would fain rejefl: thexn,; J[:^ih^ll 
. hring t£LtI)e teft hi.piy npxt Difcourfe*^ .\n 
. the mMntijine, convince as ^v^^^f , , th^t 
J ** ^h^'/^V*:^5^^^i9^_^f .^9^ ft^^dejtlj^^iuxe.^'' 
.. tJ3L;atyjtJ(;^e^^ religion -^^^ ^a^Uftied by 

. iuvch.s4 :*rain of miraclGsv i? rinjfaj^ijjljj .jtryc 
» ^\^ (J^iyi^jp-j. let us iefiwfly -att^id to its irp- 

• portent dpftrin.e$;;,aiid cJUigently endeiayour 
_ to frpogi^f^our l^ves ac^cofding tO; its wifef.nd 
.^ 5Kcel}^jf: jKecepts; ^ ^et i^f ^ f^datply? refte^, 
, jt)iat thq.jreat ;pnd . pf r all. tme religfp^n^, aiid 

• «ior.?',f artjicpJLaf ly^ ^f thf ^hriftiaia.x^ligion-,f j^ 
to reform ^ts profeflbr,s^^pni vip^ ^^p^ imiTM?- 

.:»lity jffn^rtprei^r.them «^zealpij« pf^goqd 
/. wprjcsf;^;^. y^ik^lf. \ k r influences jcjur. . cpqduft 
.4*1 thisjiji^iuie}',. th^. be^voleptde^gyi^fovr 

X^ord in reyeali^. it^. and the great intentiqa 
c<?f G$^;in the miracujo^s attei?:^ion ?lie, Ij.as 

been pkaied ^o ;giv€^it,;is,efife£l}^Uy.cp^ 

.' * " pleted,/ 
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pleted. Our falvation is begun ; as, by the 
forfaking of our fins, the caufes of our mifery 
are removed, ** And being made free from 
iin^" the higher we advance in piety and 
goodnefs, the better we (hall be difpofed for 
the enjoyment of that happinefs, which 
God has prepared for them that obey 
him. To whom, with the Son and Holy 
Ghofl, be afcribed all honour, adoration and 
praife, &c. jlmen. 

* Rom. vi. i8« 
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Is any thing too hard pr the Lofdf 

AS iniraclesr at^ fach clear^ pofitive and 
dire£t ptt)Qfs of the truth of revela-* 
tioQ ; it k iio wonder^ that Che patrons of hi- 
fidelity fhould Idbour fo induArioafly^ ia 
every age, to decry, explode and reject them* 
But of all the attempts that were ever made 
in any age to this purpofe; one of the raoft 
fubtile, as well as the moft infolent, is that 
of a certain mddern writer j who not only 
prefumes to queftion the reality, but magif- 
terially denies the poflibil ity of miracles : who 
pronounces them to be in theii' own nature 
utterly incredible; and, when produced iu 
fupport of any religious fyftem, to be more 
Vol/. L - E properly 
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properly a fubjedl of derifion than of argu- 
ment ». 

But how light and ridiculous ibever this 
fubje£t may, appear, in the appreh^nfion of 
our faftidious author; it ha& certainly too 
much weight, ftrength and ftability to be 
puffed away by the mere arrogance of an in- 
fulting farcafm* It is a ferious fubjed, and 
admits of argurtient. And therefore v;e (hall 
aflume the confidence, notwithftanding his 
feoffs, to argue the point with this contemp- 
tuous adverfary : not indeed with any view 
of working the conviction of 16 prejddfced a 
perfon ; but in hopes of fecuring the better 
difpofed, but lefs learned, from being led 
away by the fophiftry of his reafohings. 

And to this end, I (hall endeavour to 
prove, in dired oppofitibn to the general 
dellgn and avowed purport of his Tenth 
Eflhy, 

That miracles are fo far from being in their 
owii' nature either impoffible or incredible ; 
that, on the* contrary, there is flrong pre- 

• HuNu's Efla}^?, vol. II. § X. on Miracle?, p. ii9« 8vo. 

fumption> 
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fumption, nay, irrefragable evidence of thek- 
having been adually performed; and per- 
formed too in fuppott and atteftation of re^ 
vealed religion. 

In diicuifing theie points I ihall proceed 
as the nature of the fubje£t directs; and at^ 
tempt, in the 

Firjt place, to evince and demonilrate the 
fojfibility oi mixzcltt. 

The Almighty, when he created chit 
vilible worlds difpofed the parts of it in fuch 
order, and imprelSed upon them fuch xxko^ 
fions, as were adapted to accomplifh thd 
gracious ends, which he propbfed to himfelf 
in the creation of it. Now, a$ theie ends, 
he forefaw, wete in generalfattainable by one 
uniform mode of proceeding; {o he deter« 
mined, that a conftant fucceilion of effects 
ihould uniformly proceed from their refpec- 
tive caufes, accbrding to certain ilated rules. 
Thefe rules, which natural bodies obfcrve- 
in their operations, are commonly called the 
laws of nature. But the laws of nature are 
in reality the laws of God : that is, they are 
nothing elfe but the modes of aSlingf which 

E 2 . the 



tbe wifdbcn of the; Dmty: b^a prcfcribcd tof^ 
his pow^fj^ia fhe prcfenratiatt ^ad govern- 
mf nt of thfi.mtujftl \y0Mld., For matter^ 
having no felf-determining . .pHnciplai:. \ is^ 
jjropprfy rj)eafti |ig> cspaWe oJf no. few.. Eeiiig 
iuitfejf in«E8 w.d paJiYe,^ifec»i aatyra<9b, a&: 
k is a£ted upon. And therefoa tlw pDurik 
0f the niat]&ri^ Wotrld ibisuis <ki oeed of the 
farnne power to continue kjon^: ai^ was necef^ 
iary at firft.lo ptt it m ipotioii. And In- 
dfcedr fujeht .povyer is cdo&antlj enot^ojed^ 
up0»ilt^.. F<Mr thfi fnnti^ltr xi{\gramitatkn^ 
th& moft €ixt6u£ive and ofieisitive principle; m 
ijature, is, f;videntlf: no oth«r tba&.tfafi.can7^ 
V^wiaJagWcy.of God^..: r . . . 

Sioce die courfe of nature, theiir, i» nothing 
el^ but chaft continued unifocal, oaanaiet^ iot 
tvhioh Godjpi!ik)duce& certain. ef&<% according^ 
to his ow)» ^wifdom ; aod' fince this mairaeir 
pf:a^iug dcpeads entirely upon hU wifi:)osn ; 
be may at aduy tuaar^ if he fees,£rv as ea&Iy 
%\ttt it» a« he may coi^i£»xii6 it; in other 

: >» Newtoxi Ptincipia, &<f. liK Jit prop, XLIF. fckoL gcrtw 
Scc.allb Mackc.ujiiim's Accountiof Sir L NftWT<^N\Dif<pvc- 
riesr h: IVr elk IXr § 1. 5. 6; 13. ainj PRfQs's DiiTert. on Pro- 
♦idenec, § i* ' . ' ^ ^ * • " 

words> 
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•v^or3s^ he may as -etriily wotk a miracle, and 
^^ perforai a fifw thing * *' in the earth, as 
he may perfevere in the 'ol3j common w^y^ 
and keep thingi tSli in their ordinary cotiffe 
For the ordinary and Extraordinary are 
•equally in his power, and equally iTubjed to 
liis win and cohtrouL f'or no man will 
contend, that it requires more or greater 
power to flop or alter thte motions of thfe 
planets, than it <loes to carry them rouhd ia 
their orbits. No man will <x)ntend, that it 
requires a greater power to deluge the earth, 
or to diiride the fea, than it did at firft' to 
create them ; and tJoes ftill to preferve them in 
their prefent ftate. No man will contend, thf* 
it requires a greater power to reftore life to a 
body when dead, than to give life to a body 
that before never lived. Or, if any one 
ihould be difpofed to contend thefe points ; 
yet he cannot deny, but that infinite power 
is able to perform them. 

Hence then it follows, that miracles are 
fojiile; that the.Ruler of the world maj 
tounterad tlie laws, or alter the courfeof it, 

* Numb. xvi. 30. 

K 7 when 
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whenhe fe^s proper. Biit whep it i9dy be 
proper tor him to acl in fuch a piaoner, we 
are not always competent judges. This 
however we m;jy judgf, tb^t in general ^pd 
common cafes, h^ will always a£k according 
to the general and common courfe of thingsf . 
as that cpurfe will be fufficicnt to anfwer the 
great an4 ultimate ei5id of all his aftions— r 
the produdioi> pf the cpmipgn fain4 general 
good. 

^ut, to come to my ffcond point. 
If any exirflordinary occasions ibp^^d arifg, 
which require extraordinary prorlfipns ; then 
it is probable thaf hp will jnakis thofe provi- 
sions for them in ibrne extraordinary way; 
that is, he will probably perform iniraclcs. 

for MIJRACLES ARE EXTRAORDINARY EFr 
FECTS PRODUpED UPON EXTJIAORDINARY 

DCcA§iQN9. And that fuch occafipns may 
arife, bpth in the natural and moraj wofld, 
'tis an eafy matter to conceive. \^ the na- 
tural wprld, the atfraSiion pf bodies may 
bring q\\ fpch irregularities, as cap noptherr 
xyife be adj gifted, than by the hand pf I^ini 

who firft formed it^ And in the moral 

'* - ■ 

^ I^ewton's Optics, Qnery 31. p, 3,78. 
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ivorld, the corruption of free agents may oc« 
ca(ioa fuch .enormities, as can only be recti- 
fied by the interpoikion of Providence. 

In fuch circumflances therefore, where it 
feems necefiary that God, both as preferver 
and governor of the world, Jbould interpofe 
for its fupport and welfare ; it is very pro« 
bable he nui^ have interpofed : and more ef« 
pecially in matters relating to trpe religion t 
For iince he is peculiarly concerned for the 
happinefs, and, as the means of it, for the 
moral improvement, of mankind ; if men, 
by a wrong uie of their liberty, (hould 
plunge themfelves into vice and wretched- 
nefs: if, in that ftate of ignorance and 
crrour, inftead of being able to recover them- 
felves, they (hould continually fink into dill 
worfe and worfe condition : what can you 
conceive more prtAabk^ than that God fhould 
interpofe^ by fome %nal aft of his provi- 
dence, to reclaim them to the praftice of 
virtue and religion; and thereby reftorc 
them to the capacity of attaining that happi- 
nefs, for which they were originally de* 
(ijgned ? 

E 4 li^ 



If real piety and moral virtup, with thp 
religious knowledge that is ncceffary tq 
them, are objefts worthy of the divine at- 
tention i and if thefe were in * danger of 
perifhing utterly out of the world; •* -^hy 
ihould it be thought a thing incredible, that 
God" ihould commiffion proper peripns to 
republifh the doftri^ies, and enforce the 
duties of religion and morality, with clear 
snd exprefs aiithority ? This commiffion of 
the prophets would be in itfelf miraculous : 
but then the riliracle woiild not appear open* 
ly to the world : and therefore fome o^her 
miracles, ehvious and fenfible^ would be ne* 
Ceffary tp atteft its truth. Superior know- 
ledge and virtue are n6t alone fufficient tfej 
jcharaiSlerize a prophet. He muft alfo " do 
fuch things^ «s no man can do^ except God 
were with him,'* before his prophetic char 
rafter will be eftabliflied, and himfelf be 
acknowledged as a divine teacher ^ And 
therefore we may conclude, that every pror 
phet, employed upon any extraordinary mef- 
flige, would be cudovved with this power of 

J See Dr. Apams's Ellay on Miracles, p. ^^. 
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working miracles, as well in confirmation 
of his own miffion, as in fupport of the 
jdoftrines he had in charge ta teach". 

And if it (hould appear from the hiftory 
q( the world, that fuch good ends have in 
faft been anfwered by them; if it (hould 
appear, for example, that religion and mo* 
rality, when juft expiring, had been revived 
by the help of thefe miracles ; had been 
eflablrihed among feveral nations ; and in si 
way likely to gain farther ground : this will 
be a ftrong^ prefumption ifi their favour. And 
if it fhould farther appear, that there is no 
other affignable caufe, which could bring 
about this great event, but the miracles re- 
porded to have been wrought for the puN 
pofe; this will be a good proof, that they 
were accordingly wrought; and adlually 
performed with that intention". 

What a ftrange conduft therefore muft it 
be in our adverfary, to allow that ** miracles 
may be poffible ; nay, and probable too ; pro- 
vided they have nothing to do with religion.*^ 

^ Stiliingfleet's Origin; Sacrae, b. II, ch, ri, § i^. 
? Adams's Effayj p. 34^ 

For 
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For where fliould we expe<Sb them to be 
employed, but on objefts worthy of them ? 
And what objeds can we conceive of fuch 
dignity and importance, as thofe which re- 
ligion exhibits? If God then can be thought 
to have any regard for the things that con- 
cern the tranfient enjoyments of this mortal 
life; how much greater attention may he 
be fuppofed to pay to the things that relpeft 
cur immortal ftate? But theie are the things 
of religion : the things that make for the 
fupreme interefl of mankind, through time, 
and through eternity. From hence then, 
from the dignity and importance of their 
deiign, there, arifes a ^^ci^// jr prefumption in 
favour of fuch miracles, as are faid to have 
been wrought in fupport of religion \ 

** No, fays the infidel ;" and retorts upon 
ns — ** if there be any prefumption, that 
miracles were wrought in former times, to 
fupport thedodrines, and enforce the practice 
of true religion ; there mufl fubfift, of courfe, 
an equal prefumption, that they would flill 

• Campbell's Dlflcrtation on Miracles, § V. p. 89, kc. 
Bp. Butl£k's AnaL of Religion, ^ ^. ch. ii. p. 243, &c. 
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be performed in our own times, for the 
fame ends — ^becaufe religion and moralirjr 
want ftill to be propagated,—- (till to be en« 
forced in the world. And (ince it is certain9 
that God performs no miracles now for that 
purpofe ; the prefumption is, from the rules 
of analogy, that he never did perform 
any/' 

Now, in anfwer to this, let it here be ob- 
ferved, that it is in no wife ncceflhry, as the 
inference would fuppofe, to keep always to 
the fame method^ in order to accoraplilh 
the fame end. We learn from the conftitu- 
tjon of nature, that it requires far greater 
care, painf^ and trouble, to fettle, flrengthent 
and eflablifh things zXjirftj than it does after* 
wards to preferve and fupport them: in 
time indeed, they may be able to preferve 
and fupport themfelves. Hence then, if no 
ipiracl^s are wrought at preient for the pro- 
pagation of religion, the reafon is plain-^ 
religion may be propagated without them. 
And God will never be fo lavilh of his 
jpowerj, as to make aiie of extraordinary 

means. 
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ineattfe, wli^ii comtnbn * ahd ordinary o6ts 
lare found fufficiei'it. 

■ -Btit though* oommmi ^nd ordinary means 
^refiifficiettt^(^; yet, in the beginning they 
"were not To. For true religion, like a render 
iyiaritf-reqiairedi When firft ffet in the earth, 
%o 4>d ^atiered and noitriihed with the dew 
of heaven ; without which it woul<i have 
iwrithered away* It required to be guarded 
Vrth cxinftant oare ; to 'be defended from all 
annoyances ; and to be ibrtified againft the 
Vi<iterice of dll the ftorms, that might fall and 
i>eat upon it. It required therefore the pe- 
culiar-attention of Providence, and the fignal 
«certiofTX5fhis mighty arni: that is, it're- 
i^uirfcd miracles to be wrought in its favour, 
4n order both to promote its fuccefs, and to 
Secure its eftablifliment in the world. When 
afterwards, in cohfequence of fuch miracu- 
touB interpofitions, *' it had taken root, and 
"filled thb land ^ ;'* when it had bifeen widely ^ 
diffufed, and fufGcieritly • eftabliflied among 
the ttatibns; then indeed might it fafely be 
ieft to j^rfcferve itfelff; 'and to' make its way 

P Pfalra Ixj^x. 9, ' 

7 ^ 
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hy its own ftrengtb, without aiiy:i|)6ckili 

This is the conclufxon we are led td form 
from the analogy of oature; and is>a^ con^ 
clufiod thai ftatids, fplly confirnied'tby thtf 
evideoce of fads. For if experience teUs us^ 
^at God smv ada in the afiairs joS' reli^onf 
KcordiS^to th^ natui:al caat&^.ai ^lingas 
aod, having committed it to the care, and 
iKamgdment o£itE pro&fibx^ leaves ibtothe 
inAvientfo^ and jrefoit of their xmiimStx iq 
hifiaryiafTuKs usv iOn. thi other hand, that 
in ancUnt (imes: he^adsad m a: £^eiteni voaxx^ 
ner; that, hcwatdbadr avor ttligioobwich P 
pirosfideQtial eje;.;atmiided to itk :TQuiou» 
ftates and. coiadkiooia;; 'apd» as occafiae^ tp^ 
quii^ed^^ 'fuaroTsred^ ^ihpperted^ iliiesig^htMl^ 
ftabtiihedk by firerc^atapkd^^mici/i;^:di£t 
jftlays qf his poui«r«e Whkh:btiii^ liie^ 
m. thie- : i' .: .: r.nU :: r.r. -:: i.-.'ni; '•:.: 
. Tbiid place^ Toiprpveuthci ^M^/Jr4lld-ir^^^ 
to/iri^of^iwiiacles;. '1J v'^ ij . ' •:•*>: :ci' ' / 
> . . Th006 . are : tw(^ < te^idns xiow ' in ^ 
world — thtryewi/kztiA t1jeJCfe»^4j|--i^vhltthi 
though they fprung up under the moft un- 

promifing 
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promifing zCpt&j yet made their way with 
furprifing fuccefs. If we compare the genius 
of thefe religions with the temper and difpc- 
fitions of the times, we ihall find that 
they contain nothing, that was particularly 
adapteid to engage the afe^ionsj but muph 
that might eafily excite the aver/ion^ of aloofer 
and degenerate world. For the burdenibme 
ceremonie of the former were no lefs Jiinw 
grateful to the, indolence^ than therfublime 
parity of .the latter was to the corruptivnj of 
depraved nature^ But, notwithibnding thd 
prjejudices that lay againft theni^ and the 
oppofitioci that was made to them;: thefe 
religions ftill prevailed ; and gained, in their 
day, an extenfive reception among ^mankind. 
But by what oieans did they gain it.? Not by 
xxaturalf but by fuperuatural means : hy the 
(li^lp of !tbe miracles, that were publicly 
performed to a^eft their truth. Thefe mi« 
racleb< the people faw; and believed thej-e- 
velations confirmed by them. And this their 
pi'ofeiJfed belief of the >one, isr an irrefragable 
ptoof o£.tbe reality of the other.. 

But 
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But this evidence will appear in a flronger 
light, if we confidcr the relation, which 
thefe miracles bear to the (late and circum- 
ftances of the times ; and the cohne£tion they 
maintain with the known fituation of things* 
When we exanoine the miracles recorded by 
heathen authors, we cannot but obferve, that 
they are all detached events, and properly 
make no part of the hiftory ; fince the fame 
ieries of affairs might be carried on, and tha 
fame ends be accomplifhed, as well without 
the interpofition of them, as with it: and 
therefore may conclude,* that they were pur* 
pofely introduced, either to enliven' a dull 
narration, or to anfwerfbme bafe, jpolidcal 
defign. But the Scrtpture-miracles are of a 
different ftamp. They plainly cdtiftitute an 
ejfentialpzn of the feveral events related : and 
are fo. intimately interwoven with the natui- 
ral occurrences, th^t ^hey cannot be fepa« 
rated from them. They all work to fpme 
rational, important dnd ; and dome in, oppor-» 
tunely^' to a^ft and f(r«ngthen the weaknefk 
of nature, in order to hring that erkl^about;' 
Take away the afliftance of miracles^ in the 
\ cafes 
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?afes they are iaid to have been wrought, ^nd 
you will iaftaiatJy perceive, that nature ^»*yf 
fipk under ?li« weight :of tha tranfa4?:ion^ j 
1^4 that, her povsrecs, being unequia} to the 
Tifork, thaoe€0»OQ3y of the times tuykH-Qpn^ 
to.tf dfead fl;aj)4- JV^racles oialy could carry 
k <Mi : «or is there any iuch tlung, .as ipro* 
cdediog foarije a ftep without them. _ : 

Place thie JVw;^, as th^y «i^r^ pl^e^, m? 
Msypti and arhq^Ul yt>tf l?ring th^im OMt^ 
3gatfi;ft thp wijl, gf thedr tyrannical' maftiers, 
mnfefs by a-miraele performed in their fayourl 
Tbcny dbf«rv;e their em^arrafment at thm 
R^df^an anti t^ink, bow it is ])o0ibk^ 
wxtboot^ anmher miracle, to deliv^^ theti^ 
from tbjB. fiiry of their enraged enemies, m^ 
kpad tdnem^ei<m the ofupoiite ihore ? Atteix^ 
flimrx jieeiM^r^ i^ their jpwneyi^^ 
the wiUfcrnefe^ 6» ^ .%i*c& of ferty.jf^afsi 
and iifirtv ww« they ta be> fuftained^ feg: jq 
long attrae* in thatbainren jjelarr, wida^m ^ 
lOTesof w^a^tEttiacltes? Then, bring then* 
to the hordtfiSi of the l^i^^ of C^n^n; fln4 
how, I feefe^ch y^^i could they poWy f ^-^ 
pel th^ ihlnfaikaiua M tU^ W^ ,^^4 g^ 

poflcflion^ 
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podefii.on of it themfelves, without the af- 
fiftance of his arm, " who ruleth over all 
the kingdoms of the earth,'* and 'difpofeth of 
them ** according to the purpofe of his own 
will?'* Here therefore He introduced themj 
and here He proteded them, whilft they 
*' kept his ftatutes, and obferved his laws.'* 

But the Jewi/h law was only an intro- 
duftion to that nobler inftitution, which 
was eftabliflied by Chrift, as the other had 
been by Mofes, on the foundation of ap- 
propriate miracles. For what b'it the reality 
of the miracles, which our Saviour performed 
in proof of his doftrines, could prevail on 
fuch a number of people, naturally pre- 
judiced the contrary way, to become his dif- 
ciples ; and, under the weight and preflbre 
of ^6 many hardfhips, fteadily to embrace 
and profefs his religion? And what but the 
reality of the miracles, .which thefe difciples' 
again were enabled to work, could fo effec- 
tually recommend it to the acceptance of 
others ? For many and many others did ac- 
cept and embrace it, on the evidence of the 
miracles, which they faw performed in at-. 

Vol. I. F teftation 
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teftation of it : and thereby declared to the 
world, that they were fully convinced of the 
truth and certainty of thofe miracles. And 
this their declaration ought to be credited r 
not only as the teftimony of fo many wit- 
'"nefl^s fliould in reafon be deemed valid ; but 
as it alfo fupplies us with a clear and fatis- 
faftory account of events, which otherwife 
arc unaccountable^. For admit the miracles 
to be *true ; and all the events^ recorded both 
in the Old and iVi?wTeftament, are juft what 
we (hould* have expefted to follow : but 
reje£l them as falfe ; and we are inftantly in- 
volved in difficulties and perplexities; and 
obliged at'laft to believq things, in their own 
nature, much more incredibh, or, as our 
author (peaks, *• much more miraculous^ 
than even the miracles themfelves.** 

But all this^ it is faid, ftands upon tefti- 
mony : " and no teftimony for any kind of 
miracle can ever amount to a probahllityy 
much leis to a proof \ or even fuppoling it 
amounted to a proof, it would be oppofed 
by another proof, derived from the very na- 

^ See BuTidiR's Analogy, part 11, chap, vii. p. 3p, ^c. 

turc 



tare of the faft which if would endeavotir to 
tfftablifh. *Tis experience only which gives 
authority to hunlan teftimony ; and 'tis the 
fame fexperience, which iflures lis of the 
laws of nature. When, therefore, thefe two 
kinds of experience (obferve the! words) are 
iContraryj we have nothing tc} do but fub- 
trad the otie fr6rh the other/ and embrace 
an opinion, either o^ one fide or the other^ 
with that affurancei which arifes frcftn the 
remainder. But^ according to th6 principle 
here explained, this fubtraftion, with regard 
to all popular religions, amounts to an intire 
annihilation : and therefore we may eftablifli 
it is a maxim, that no human teftimony 
can have fuch fdrqe as to prdve a miracle } 
and make it a juft foundation for any fuch 
fy ftem of religion ^•* . • 

This is the mighty argument, by which 
Mr. Hume would overturn at once all the 
miracles recorded in Scripture^ But this, in 
truth, is fo far from being an drgumenU that 
it is nothing more than dcJwn-right fophif* 
try 5 the moft fallacious realbning that was 
' HvMi'ft Efikys, vol. II. % lo. p. 144. 

Fa ever 
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ever ufed. And the- fallacy- lies in this:—^ 
that he takes the proofs from tcftirnony ip^ 
fupport of aairaclest and the proofs from ex- 
perienee in fupport of the eftabliijied courfe 
of nature, to be dlre£t centrary proofs r 
whereas, in reality,, they have no relation^ 
to each other;: but refpe^ quite difibrent 
fefts. The unformity of nature is in na 
wife contradicted by the fuppofition of 91!- 
raclese Nay, by fuppofing the fafts in 
queftion to be mirac^ous, the uniformity 
ti nature is preferved, and the fafts are ac* 
counted for upon another principle entirely 
confident with it\ All that common ex- 
perience proves, is, that there is a fettled 

'courfeof nature; and that, in camft^on ^x^ 
ordinary cafes, things proceed according to* 

•this fettled courfe. But.wifh regard to ex^ 
traordinafy occaiions, experience oan deter- 
mine nothing.. For thtnty we muft have re- 
courfe to the hiftory of the times in which 
they happened ; and fee what the men of 

' thofe times have related and vouched gon^ 
cerning them ; and if we fin4 that they una- 

Bimoufljr 



«?moufly^ftif7, *'tftat on fuch i^traordinary 

-occafidns Hxfrkt)r(ihtary or fw/>rfc«/<wj things 

^-were' performed; 'mirades trufy worthy of 

oGtidy ana feita4ile td the rieceffities that 

<:alled for thtfm; then Arc ' we l>eimd in 

reafoia^d rifceive this their teftimofty ^* with 

AiH^ affiaratice*' of faith;^ 1 %• with /^/ 

^iffuretffie ;* feecaufe «hiere is^no^ing that can 

tend tb diminiih k. For it is in the higheft 

-degxec abtfiard, Kotilk.\6f ftAtra^tg the evi- 

'dencfc' x6f tekperien^e 'ftom the ijvidence of 

this tfeHifaibriy— ^{iiice they are evidences of 

WfifiPefretit Yafts, arid therefore incapable of 

rlfcing compared tiigether % - 
• •• ' f . 

' t*. ?f rairacjcg,^ f^s Bifhop Butler, nmft be con^paredto any 

Aing in nature, they (hould not be compared to common natu- 

rftl eveni»,-or totcurtits, i^kkh, though uncommon, • ane iii^far 

. 4p wlift Vfc^^y p^jprien^ef l?ut to the ewtracfi^naiy pheeoo^ 

.tnena of natjir^. j^nd then the cpn^ariibn will be between the 

J)refumption againit 'mn-acles, ancl the prefim^tion againft JTuch 

uncommon appearances Upon which he concludes, tikt 

«4|^f^iE»:tt(tttWy>9P:fucfa.prffuii{tptian agaiiil: mirades, as to 
..fender Jthoijcj in^ ^pjr Ayife^iji^redible : that, on the contrary, our 
tein^ablc to difcern reafons' tor them, gives a politive credibi- 
lity W the WfttJfy' of^ ^hcm, ' Im xsks where tihofe " reafons liold.'' 
Analogy, part II. ch. ii. p* 245, &c. See alfo Dr« Price's 
Oiiiert. on Hiflorical'^yid^iice'attd ^kacies* 

F a But 



But if oijr author (hpuld fafl ^ fi^ajce the 

JiibtraSfion in jthi?. foroi; he is rpfolyed| 
Ijowever, to make it i^^^ndther, 4^^ ^heire* 
fore tells us^ <f that there i? not to l^je fp^nd^ 
in all hiftory, |uiy jjairacle attested by a fuf- 
ficieat n^iicx^r of ineu, of fuch unqueflioned 
good feiife^ edpcation,: and ieariuQg> ap to 
fecure us agaiaft all delu^pQ in; themfely^e; ; 
pf fuch undpubtejd integrity, as to place 
theni beyopd all fufpiciqn of any de%n tp 
deceive <>t)iers { qffgch credit aryi reputation 

' in; the eyes of mankind, as Jo. have a gre^t 
deal to lofe, in c^fe qf being deteiSted in a^y 
fal(bood ; and, at -the fame time, attqftijgg 
fadls, performed in fuch a public manner, 
and in fo celebrated a part" of the world, ^s 
to render the dejtedtipq . ijnavpida^e : all 

- which circumftances, he fays, are requifite 
to give us a full affq'rarice in the teftimony 

.rpf pen?/? . . . . , ' .' 

Very well. And have not .i»i/' thefet*- 
gvfifites been over and oyer fhewp to concur 
in fppport of the Spripture-fair^cU§?.^Xhpfc 

» HvME*' Effay^ ubi fupi^ . . '• . 

- ^niracle^ 
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miracles *< were not done in a comer *•** 
they did not make their firft appearance in 
fuch a place as Paphlagonia, a land of bar- 
barity and dulnefs ; where our author's fa- 
vourite, Alexander, the impoftor, began his 
feats ; but they {hone forth in the moft 
celebrated parts of the world, and at the 
moft celebrated periods. Egypt, Phoenicia, 
and Canaan iaw them, believed and trembled: 
Babylon, Jerufalem, Athens, Rome and. Co- 
rinth were all eye-witneffes of them ; and 
ftand upon record as vouchers for their truth 
and certainty. Nor were they only per- 
formed in fuch renowned places, but they 
were alfo performed in dired oppofition to 
the prejudices and intereft of the moft re- 
nowned and powerful in thofe places. They 
were performed before the moft vigilant, 
acute and malicious enemies; who vigo- 
roufly exerted all their induftry, (kill and 
fagacity in tlie examination of them; and 
who, if they had been falfe, would certainly 
have detected the impofture. The teftimony 
given to thefe miracles, was given in th© 

» A6b xxYu 26. 

F 4 fame 
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feme places, and in the fame public man» 
ner, by an infinite number of men : men of 
cool reafon and found judgement; neither 
heatpd by enthufiafm, nor fired by ambition; 
but fedate in their cpnduft, and humble in 
their purfuits ; men, who were uniform in 
their account of things ; and who, not only 
*' took joyfuUy the fpoiling of their goocjs V* 
but patiently endured all the hardi^ips of 
perfecution and death> for the fake of wha? 
they attefted ; and confequently men, who 
thereby gave to the world the higheft proof^ 
that could poffibly be given by meriy pf the 
tru|:h and fidelity of their teftimony \ 

Npr is it any diminution of the force of 
this argument, or any prejudice to the caufe 
it maintains, that miracles have been forged, 
and ftrenuoufly fupported by perfons of other 
religions. '« The forgeries of this fort, which 
have been impofed upon mankind in alleges, 
^re fb far from weakening the credibility of 
the J^wifh and Chriftian miracles, that they 
ftrengthen it. For how could we account 
for a praftice fq univerfal, of forging mi- 

f racles 
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racks for the fupport of falfe religions ; if, 
on fbme occafions, they had. not aAually 
been wrought for the confirmation of a true 
one ? or, how is it poffible, that lo many 
fpurious copies ^fliould pafs tipoii th6 *worId, 
without fome genuine original from which 
they were drawn, whofe known exigence 
and tried fuccefs might give an appearance 
of probability to the counterfeit ? Now, of 
all the miracles of antiquity, there are none' 
that can pretend to the charafter of originals, 
but thofe of the Old and New Teftament ; 
which, though the oldefl: by far of all 
others now recorded in the world, have yet 
maintained their credit to this day, through 
the perpetual oppofition and fcrutiny of 
ages; whilft all the rival produftions of 
fraud and craft have long ago been fuccef- 
fively exploded, and funk into utter con- 
tempt. — An event that cannot reafonably be 
afcribed to any other caufe, but to the na- 
tural force and efFefl: of truth; which, though 
defaced for a time by the wit, or deprefled 
tiy ijie power, of man, is fure ftill to 

triumph 
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triumph in the end over all the falfe mi- 
mickry of art, and the vain efforts of hu- 
man policy *.'• 

Now to God the Father, &c. 

* Dr* MiDjDtETON's Letter from Romey Pref. Difcourfe^ p. 8t. 
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GE^^ ill. 14, 15. 

And the Lord God /aid unto the ferpent^ 

Becaufe thou haft done fhisy thofi art cur Jed 

of) we all cattle^ and above (very be i^^ of the 

fieldy upon thy belly Jhalt thou gOj and du^ 

JhaJt thou eat all the days of thy life. 

And I will put ^ enmity bet^vaeen thee and the 
^oman^jandietweenthy feed and her feed: it 
Jhall. bruife thy Jjeady and thou Jhalt hrmfe 
,. his^eel. , . - 

HAVf^JG already prpved in a farmer 
Difcourfe, ; that the great Ruler of the 
)vorld might, if he faw fit, counteract or 
jilter the courfe of nature ; and, that it was 
' probahJe 
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probable he would accordingly do it, if the 
happinefs of his creatures (hould ever call for 
fuch alterations; it becomes our bufinefs 
1K)W to inquire, 

-Wihether ihe circum{}|xince* of i»ankyid 
weVe'ever fuch, as* to ftaii'd^n need ofmiracu- 
lous interpofitionsi 

And if they were. 

Whether the miracles, recorded to have 

been done, \vbi:e jirofrcrly iraapted in their 

nature and kind, to the neceffities and oc- 

Viafion^ 6ftuc'ii*'e\K:iimfta'ncfes?"- "^ '• - 

'*' .lif thefe two pplnts fcan be ratibnally 

*#^l89ie^^thd 'ijTdfoiners' ahd; pfo^fiel::^ o^ 

^&ih ^Vij^iire-iniradles Vl^l^^^^^ A ^con- 

fpicuotit^li'^ht! ♦ 'Anarif the'iriterhdl '^a^ 

^£ferS* oFttfefolhefs aiifl-^opriety^ 1^^^ WtHi 

^ju^K<!e ' "be atttibkted *to"thehi ; *wb^te fhen 

^fifttiifiied^ .hot '»ohly wfth aii'^aaditionrk? bre- 

fumption in favour of their credibility^, -^but 

with a fufficient anfwer to the principal ob- 

j^aions WreeS againft it. 'For JEnpft of-^e 

^ii!)ji^ioni^ A^hidi infidels' have failea again*ft 

.Vhefe mit^(^e§^ ate ultimately -founded pa 

^ithardippoled 'inutility, i'mpi^opriety; or liii- 

*^ - r^afou* 
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tea{bci2iblenefs« Aiid: all this ual^elieyi^rs ^fa 
pteafeii to fiippofe of them^ b^caufe they; 
view tfaem in a detached light ;iQ: 99 uticoDn 
netSted Hate ; and independent 06 thie ocean 
fions that gave rife to them* Wherea$, if 
thefe fbeptics were ierioufly tQ;6Hanvn« t]^.' 
moral circumftanoes of mankiiid^ throvgii 
fehe feveral periods of the world ; they wonlfi 
find' gn^t and frequent neceffities fin: fbmfl 
fignalinterpolitibns. to be made on their be-> 
half) fop the recovery^ oi' the improvemeot^ 
of their happinefs^ And if they were duly 
to coafidfer the iiature;atid tendency of th9i9 
interpodtions^ which are faid to have bM9 
madey they would, fee reaibny and goiA 
teafbn, to admire th^ wifdom with which 
th^ areadapteditDitbe ends, propfifed: 4d4 
heueis ^mighf hapiy^ be. iadui:ed^toiadbi(in> 
kdge ^he- hand oil the AlcQigbtgr ia thanit] 
and itottk^ this acicaxywIedgBment might be 
fftfthtir fed Oo vpraife andi adore him .with 
faumbie gratitude^ s^ well for hifii entcaofd** 
nary^ as -for his ordioary' works* 

iLet us therefore: coiidu6b them, through 
fhefeftenes; and try if. we cau'i:fuitnbute 

wnnf 
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any thing to their coriviftion, by poinfingi 
out the intent and propriety of the feveral 
miracles, in the order they arife,; and pjefent 
themfelves to us. 

In the beginningof the world, there, feems 
to have been no occafion for any miracles ; 
and therefore we read of none. Fofv^^S man 
was created in a ftate of uprightnefs, purity 
and innocence; he had nothing elle to do 
to fecure his happinefs and the divuie favourj 
but to perferve himfelf in that ftate, by 
** walking uprightly with his God/* The 
circumftances of^his condition, at this time, 
required only a proper rule of life, to direft 
him to fuch things as were perfedly agree- 
able to the divine will, and confequently be- 
neficial to himfelf; and to guard him from 
the contrary, or things that were hurtful. 
'And fuch a rule, we find, he had*. For, as 
he held frequent and i^miliar communkation 
with the Deity ; had probably the Shecbinah^ 
the iy mbol of the divine prefence, continu- 
ally before his eyes, to which he might re- 
.fort on every occafion^; fo he received from 

•WiiiDKE'* Hift. of KnowL vol. J. ch. iii\ § 2. Taylok^ 
6cht of Script Divinity, ch. 3^iv« 

thence. 
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thence, as from a " lively oracle/' a juft and 
iufficient information of things ; and was ac- 
cordingly direded either to the ufe or for- 
bearance of them ^. As long as he con- 
tinued to follow this dire£l:ion, fo long he 
continued in a happy ftate. Upon this plan^ 
he could know no evil ; for God would di^ 
reft him to that which was good — and to 
that only : and he was always at hand, ready 
to give him the needful dire&ions. 

During this period then, whilft maa 
obeyed the commands of God, and aded 
fuitably to the end of his creation ; nothing 
more feems to have been neceffary to main- 
tain the welfare and happinefs of the worlds 
(nor does any thing more feem indeed to have 
been done for that purpofe) than to prefervo 
the whole in its original ftate ; and to cou- 
du£t it onwards according to its natural^ 
ejflabliihed courfe. 

liovr long this happy period lafted, we 
know not: nor is it indeed material we 
(hould. But this we are fure of, that a vaft 

^ Gen. i. 28— 30* Ibid. 11. i6> Z7.1bkl. 25, 2^ comp. with 
Mat. xix. 5* Mar. x. 7. i Cor. vi* i6» 

and 
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^nd piomcptpus change was, in procefs c^ 
time, fyperinduced oii the world by thp 
tranfgreffion of our firft parents : and this 
change,, in the nature and conftitution of 
things,, occafioned a^ great and ftupendbus a 
change in the mode of divine government. 
It was introduced thus — Satan^ mpved per- 
haps with envy at the happinefs of our pro- 
genitors in paradife, " took occafipn from 
the commandment — r-— Yea, hath .God 
SAID, .&c, *^ to " deceive them ; and thereby 
Jlew them ^ :" that is, robbed them of their 
innocence ; and brought them to a ftate of 
mifery and death. 

Such was the tranfaftion in general : but 
it makes too confiderable a part of our fub- 
jeft to be difmifled in fuch general terms ; 
and therefore we ihall defcend to particulars. 
• To efFed his defign then, the feducer af- 
fumed the body of a ferpent* — a creature of 

great 

« Qen. ill. i. 
^ R(Nii. vii, 11^ 

^ That the ferpetit was the vifible infirumeat of feduffion is 
evident; aod yet, that the tepipter was more than a ferpent. 
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great-fubtilty.; di><k^t,-:th#it')limf nr'^f^a' j)obl€^ 
fawn J fiic fuperiQr.to:tIvMjj<^h?4^M^^sjafc 
prefeiit, Thisy how little focver we ,iflayt 
h4ve.a||e«dfetf to'jV'the Scriptive h&s been 
careful :I0 apprise ^s ^©f: ' for i» t^e acsounfr 
before v^^ he is twipe reckoned,- aod ex^t 
prefly r^koned ambi^ -this ^^^jf,: in .plain, 
copti:adHii«Aiori.to f^tjles. And his fggaclty, 
recorded. as ;VfeU Jknovvri to man, . feems alfo; 

cVen a reafofinblc, but wlclced Sfeihg, is nolcfs evident. Herein 
ail antiquity: Icems' to hisgit Hetd kgretti : and fevcral traces of 
this accoi^nt iim dill to b^. i^en m profane authors^; To the in- 
ftances which Bi(hop St i lling fleet has produced in his Ori^i 
Azcr. b. ili. ch, iii. "§ ij, j 8. 'many others mfght eafily be ad- 
<led-*-What is Aha^mtw^ thie nafn€ of the evil dainon among the 
Per/jam^ but .Jipi*1J?n -W^^^'w^, xhi&Juhifle onc^ mpntioned in 
this hiltoiy ? or, to exprefe it more fully, What is lA^»/Lta»*»f, or 
*Aj«/xa»i®^ of the Greeks^ but the U^ni tDI'IJ? 'Hariim Na^^ 
chaJb,*t^fuhUe feffent'tX iyfosfe« ? And ivhenc^ came the tc- 
eount} fa frequent In heathen audiors^ of their htrofs^ the friendif 
and projeilors' of mankind^ heing bit hy Jlr/n/tfs, and generally 
in the heely but from the dofe of this hilloryj as applied to the 
Al>^^^-^HlLo yirf^tfj-ftfeni^to^meto havqfbe^nthe iirft au- 
thor t^at ever .thou)(ht.Qf reducing tliis hifiory to an allegory or 
parable. The vaj;iou» opinions , of Jews and Chrillians on this 
fubjed ntay be feen together in Rivini Diifcrt. de Sefpente Sc«^ 
duftorc. Lif/^^ 1686^ 
' Gen. iii. i and 14. * 

Vql. I. G ' ' ■ f 



tbrni^lff ffetti he was hmiliir wkli mvoti 
ahd i^€re6^ a f!ui6if inilrument bf "dbecp^ 

The fbebe lifes nibar the ioAiil&ft free > ef 
litliole frtfit) iff is evident, ftemthe Mtndurof 
tfitfe fiafranoti^ the weman £gw the ferpent 
cbt : and to his ttating of it (aflttred as At 
was of its bektg the fre6 of iMwhJgt} ite^ 
^tributed thofe perfb^lbns of fpeech aadi 
leafofi^ with which ihe p^rceired him to be. 
Jiow eiidowed : and ihestimcCf^ wa» not fur* 
pTifed. Under the advaht^e of this notion 
he afTauhs th^ woman, and invites her to^ 
eat likewise : Uvt ihe refuied^ it fberas, e*ei» 
io touch it. Upon this refti&l thft fetpen^ 
infults her with the foUowiifg qjueftioO ; 
What, you rrfbfe then to e^t of thw tree, 
becaufe God hath &id, ye iha^D not ^t of 
every tree of the garden *?** obliqueiry iaJQ^ 
Auating, that God was not fb graciousraiH! 
btettefieeAC m t^ mig^t think kirn ^ fince 
ke had: with-heli^ fu^ excellent iiod fttper* 

f Mgn's Wark9| j^ u dif. ZUp. at^.. 
^. Gen. ill. u 

7 ' fativfr 
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Ihktvfe frtlit ftom Uicm '. To Hii« tbe ^M>* 
Atah, vbdic^dttgthe bfen«volente and good* 
fttife of God^ anfWets^** We itizy cat of the 
^it Of lUt tftt^ of th« gardetir but of th«; 
Rkk tf the trM tvfiieh is in the nridft of the 
padtm^ *dod iiath fkid. Ye ihall not tat of 
iSi tiilth«ir ihall ye touch it, lefty© die V 
This apjnrehenfion of death the ikr^pent, xyt 
fMhei-the tem|itir through the fetpent, treab 
Hk ah Idle atid v/tA cotioQ ; and tocohihigly 
fiid it<yto iSttc miautt *• ye UiaH hot ibTe})^ 
die^.*' kft^Qctia^ be certain lh>ffitduttyoa 
ft^ lb «a^ Wh«i h^ve tdtebd^ h, trot to ttijr 
^hM* btit ^n^tch to iAy afdvatitbge, that d^aifl 
is tidt tHte cOnftquMce; atid klierdbte emidt 
}St ^ trtie Veafctn, why yod ate forbidden it 
If ydy are ^ d loft totindetfttnd, xHbyWi^ 
"ttfxbiithet^ is ttotdefttai^ve, i&oukiyet ftiri> 
Bill you to^i^of ft ; I ^1 btfb ht yeur fri0o8» 
iS'^ 'de^tkiaiht }^xna tnth the reu iecttt''»->Aiia 
it iiiihiiit 6dtt "Gtrddld keep yoa in ^k(j)^i<ia 
to hiiitftlf s and thttdbrr widi-holdi I 



^ On. HI, t, jt 
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you,V- ** bccaufo he knows, that ip the dajr 
yc^at thereof, ypu will becpme your owix 
;niafters : then ypur eyes yyill be - ope.nc?d, 
and ye. (hallfbe as gods, knowiiig good and 
cvU ?"/* : Here indeed th^ wpoian ought jt{ 
d^ty to have confulted God ; but the ajrgu^ 
ment, you may obferve, was fo artfullj; 
ffaiTied, as eiFeclually to prevent her appjyt- 
injr to him: foe (he could never. think o£ 
^onfulting a Being, whom iho^fufpefted of 
impofing. upon her".. She was qpiifec^uently 
Ij^t.tQ the.wcvkjngs of. her own mind; and 
tjp d^teraunethip PW^ W ^?F PY^P J^^^g'P^^^ 
^d . the jrefult was, as we inight ixaturaljiyt 
expe^^ that, ** when the womaa f^iw,"- 
from the ferpent's ^perimeat, •^that the treci 
wa^j^oodLfor fopd;*^ and from her pwn^ohp* 
^yatiqn,; *f that it was pleafant to the^^yes;^ 
ap4t!.-from the fame ferpentV account, " that 
itJBwes a tree tp b.e defired to rasjce one.wife;r— ^ 
fhetook of. the fruit thereofrr^nd did eat.°? 

i.^/Sfcrr.iil.* jv ' r; •••■ -".* .::?..• . . .* / :■ •• -^ ? 

• Sec Abp. King's Scnnon op the Fall of man, at the end of 
" Origin of Evil." LAwV^ditioiw »•«* » ^*/ "• . "» • ^ 

• Gen. iii, 6. ., r * , -< 

J , 'Thus 
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' Thus fell Evei beguiled by the' ferpent. 
Adam, it (hould fcem, fellin another man-* 
her. Por in the apology, which he after- 
wards makes to* God, he ufes thefe words— 
^*^ the woman whom thou gaveft to be with 
me, fhe gave me of the. tree, an<i I did cat ? C* 
plainly, I think, intimating, that'theftrpng 
afFeftion, whicK Qod had planted in hrs breaft 
towards her; and ftrengthened . by the com- 
mandi that *< he (hould cleave unto her^;** 
had prompted and difpofed' him" to obey 
her voices'* and td 'fhare her fate. 

And what is there now in this account oi^ 
the Jail J that is either abfurd, irrational,, or 
incredible?' Are noi'the ivifeft of the fons of 
Eve^ ahd thofe itaore efpecially who laugh 
the loudeft at this ftory, continually deceived' 
by the like methods ? And is not their difo- 
bedience an e3fa£l cOpy tff the'firft (in ?. But, 
we are not^forduch concerned to bring ex- 
amples to i^xblkin the manner, as we are to 

p Gen. iii. la. . ♦. 

I'Gcn, 11. i4, '' ' ' 

f Gen.4ii, 17. .,' * 

G 7 confider 



confider th^ efif A aod caniequ^nf^ 9i^^ . 
firft tranfgr«ffidn. . 

And here we fee at ooe dUmal view thot 
whole world defac94*) apd mapt the lord of 
t^ woi;ld, entirely ruined* by it ^ titlft 
^9 the ^voiir of God became cftinfl wtifa hW 
innocence; a9.d the (amc 9&f that lo^J^ 
his hsy>pioers» expoied him \o t;he penalty fi^ 
sniiery. In this ftate of a^Qcuooial^^ diK^ 
tjcefs— deipoiled pf his inno^^oce, pcffej^ioi^ 
aiid felicity ; ^nd l^l^jtiQied to all th^ iniff r 
ries of mortality — ^wb^ri^ ortjpiwlieflaw ^»l4i 
be look for relief? |^ had 1^ halp^ i^ hiin- 
felf : and th& m^e% of God, wa^ i^o ioo§^ 
an objed of coHi^tt* UiX, o» th<| o?pi^>^> 
of diftnay, and of terj:pux to hi|a V Haying 
^0 deli^, no conHdej^ge i^ Ch^t th$rc^ 
' could be no plape^r r«Ugi<^ And if r^' 
ligion once- fail<4^ainidil all ^ ix^iieries i^ac 
crowded u^n hmi hisi n^t( wift m^ 
certainly be, that li& Q%b): %il hi^ «l^* 

Hence then it appears, that our diftrefied 
progenitor muft inevitably {ink,'\inL^r$. ipp« 

» Gen, lit. 17, i9f 

■' IbKi. io» • , 

ported 



jpotted'by (buoc rational )iope : by tlie Jbc^ . 
of recoveriog, at leaft in part* wb^ l^e ba4 
loft by his tran%reffiqo. 0i«t (HU hope 
-couM be ^Ivea bim oniy l^r tk^ BeisK 
againft wfaom he iud tnm^ttfSed. Ap4 
ifaorfsfor^ if God ha4 PipM^ to ftQr«; if hfr 
lotdided to preserve and celieve the o^fen4c»% 
it was aM^^ly n«cefia*7t» that |m %ii}d 

<ev^ io mucfe «f hia mmm<» «# b»m» ?^ 

mi^t bit. fii^^iept to animate him with tbf^ 
]}9pe of f«f»a6iMpP» Wl ewitc bif «n^^ 
v«if» to beit^ fbe^i^ocQ^ Foi» j9th^ifri(C|^ 

k^ would b«ve jponclNded. tha^ Qo4 b#d fe- 
je^M 14m; wd, io «pp|ie)|^>ef|fe tiifinq^ 
W4M>ld hM^ either iaxtgfiiQmi h a i&i^it|«4 
ina<^iWty, or t^k hav<i? ^roceel^ (wI^kI^ 
is the m0# lik^^y) witb the fm^ delpe^^ 
tion as the fallen aii)gels. 

Npw« ithe propsife then madc^ t3^t ** jthft 
l^i of tHe worn?!* 4^uM ^mire tlM (erp^^f 
J^eiM "-nr" W9S i9!|de diredly with d^ intends 
Md qoanijfe^y cgavi^y^d ^ic^ l|ope» to h>t99 
For, if we coiftder the genius of the Bfir^ 
Mgn;>ge, the ci«(^mfta9c» <^ W»»'« ^9»r 

G 4 tmr 
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tidu at that tFme, and the inftruine-nt by 
which the tempter worked- his fedufticn, mi- 
fery and nun ; we fhall fcon be convinced, 
that his reftbration and recovery could hitrdly 
be exprefl'ed (prefervipig the reference to the 
mmiicr o( his fall) in more lively and com-r 
prehenfive terms. • - • • 

• Nor couia Adath fail -of drawing this 
meaning from them. He knew full well, at 
this junftureV that his fall was the vrSISry of 
the ferment; whom he had now-difcovercd, 
by Tiis own "experience, to be an ' enerny to 
God' und mah. Front thi« difcovdry'he 
idigTit 'be led- to conclude^ that the ferpcnt^ 
was'notthi'real agent; butfome evirfpirir, 
^h'ffth had taken pofleffion of the ferpcnt's 
body." And in this conclufion he muft needs 
be confirmed by the ieiitence he heard do- 
ildunced againft him- -For it was direfted ta 
Srt intelligeht and free agenf '; to one who' 
had cDiiTOftttted a crime, which a "brute crea- 
ture' whs- ©ot capable of cbriiirMtting ; and 
fead^ incurred a- punifhment, which a mere 
p^ffifiive inftruiiient could not incur*. Hence 
then be could not butiirfcr, that the true 
. •-' objeft 
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objeft of the divine vengeance was the evil 
fpiwt,. which had committed the offence \ 
And as foai as ever he comprehended this,, 
it was'an eaiy matter to .deduce the reft. The 
bead . was another word for power ; and fb 
ufed in his gwn language: and therefore he. 
could not but underftand, that to ^\hrmfe 
the head pf the ferpcnt," was to aeftroy the 
power of that evil fpjrit, which had adluated 
the orgaxis of this creature, to his~fedu£tion 
and mifery. Hereupon his hopes would na- 
turally revive. For the deftrudion of the 
power of his adverfary, evidently ioiplied a 
deliverance from thofe evils, which that 
power had brought him under : and by con-, 
fequepce, a recovery of thofe bleffings, which* 
he had forfeited by the fall. And this was 
a fufficient foundation (which was all that 
the neceffity of his cafe required) for truft 
and confidence in God ; and a fufficient en- 
couragement to the exercife of religion, and 
;o a ftedfaft obedience for the time to come^ 
I fay, " ftedfaft obedience :" becaufe he muft 
be fenfible, that the happinefs loft by fin, 

* Revel, exam, with Candour, vol. I. DifT. v. p. 59, &c. 

could 
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could only he wcoverec! by the return of 
rightcoufncfs. 

But, notwithftandin^ thb promift, or ra- . 
ther prophecy, was fo full awf exprcfe; yet 
6uf aftxious progenitor (efpecially when he 
Ibund that k was to take place in oac of his 
fojlerity) might fland in need, and in great 
needt of feme ^gn <xc miracle4o affiire htm 
of its completion ; a»d to comfort him witlk^ 
the thoughts, that it carried a reference aHb 
•d himielE We have in Scri|)tare frequent 
inftances otfaithfid men requiring feme mi* 
racaloiis (igns by way of iecurity for the ae- 
comptifiiment of divine promiies ; und wt 
have as frequent inftanoes of God^s indtil- 
gence to their wealcnefs ra granting them 
fiich iigns^. And would not the fame ibli* 
citude, the fame anxious infirmity, that 
prompted thefe men to make Inch requefts, 
in later and more ex^erltncei times, about 
things at no great diftance ; prompt our firft 
parent, with frill greater force, to make th« 
tike requeft on this jfir;^ promife? A proniiiev 

jy, 2 Kings XX. B— II. 

' which^ 
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whifb, ppffiblf, he might 0QV«r4we t» ifft 
s^com{4^hie4. 

In aU this there ap^cs <• htf aothing» 
1>ut y»h,^ U extreop^ly o^ti^;^Qler» yoa 
\fmo34 rather fupft^ fhH Ood was ia» 
gracious j(9 to aoficii^ai? his wUhes. Bxa^ 
whether re^ue^ ^ ^)pnu»eou0x o0ere^ 
h^r» ifi ^ if ffon;^ Q!fi!pe€«r]r thMO ikould 
b^ ? vojry $g|)Al oolfacle performed; awl 
Bioft w^iffJ^y adjjuM to th9 t^noiu of dift 
prophecy. Ood had ^aM» tlMt ^ tihc-iced of 
^m mmvk d)ovld hcui^li the j(efp«i|tt*s bead.'^ 
In proof of what be had.Oiid* he qonrdc<pi 
vAted. tJiMi ierp^nt |p iMru^^hm: ftripped 
hin(i ^ att hia prida a^ pi«-<«ai«cnoo oB 
^m 894. d^^-adfii: hiao to tbc^isft flatti 
of a, ^tik. Thiia AMracMlQu^ tnfluSiloa 
B^ly poi^^i^ ouf to i$iibai thet prosofSR 
^^pvMs ^d ^hibife4 ai ^od of vt£hle fen. 
9fi^^fikf ifiopoMp^if^tfumt of the bopeat 
k inipartc^. F^r whi^ Adftns, oo ahar pco* 
i9^lfa ^ y^i^y om l2m iMfsnt» bdidd him 
t^m i«(^ljf huQ^b^ and deha6d; mooUk 
h^fVQ^ «^fi/ «|iN«t ^tt pacTont, ini^j^ db* 
gradation of his 4t\^p^, M » iignificant pre* 

iude 



hide to— ^Would he Wt naturally efteem it, 
as a comfortable pledge of, his future and 
final bvertln*ow ? Ancl muft he not joyfully 
conclude, that the' virtue of the prophecy 
was intended to reach and benefit himfclf,. 
when he fatv it thu'ft' hieginning to operate, 
as foon as it was communicated to him.^ 
Trulyy one would be apt to thinks that he 
broke, out into the like grateful acclamation, 
dt this fight, as Simeon uttered at the fight 
of Chrift: •* Lord, now letteft thou thy 
fervant depart in pea^e~for mine-eyes have 
feen thy falvation'/' 

y Thi^pronlife theft, confirmed and illuf- 
trated- by its attendant miracle, was excel- 
lently 'adaj)ted* to the want& and neceffities of 
fellen man ; and comfmonieated to him fuch* 
hopes of falvation, aS taight encourage him 
to exercife a reafonable religion. But here* 
it is to be obferved^ that the religion , of a 
fnner rcwsXi be very different from that of &iv 
inmcent mzn. And therefore we find^^ that 
there was now a change, and- a remarkable 
change^ made in the fbm> of Adam's devo* 

,. • * Luke. 14. 19, 50. • ^ 

tion 
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tion and wdrfliip, fiiited to the chab^ which 
had happened in his ciroumftanees.: 'or^ in 
other woctis.v that there .was; a oe»r iiifiitQ- 
tion of 'religion eftfablilhdd/ And this- new 
inftitution it cancenRUsparticularfyYo look 
into; becaufb irTlies^ot the root', and/ runs 
through aU: the hi'anchdst^ ^f the divk^ oaco-* 
nomy; through all tftedirpenfations^iof «• 
ligion ird to tfaairtD the profent time** • 
r It ii cldarfrtom the wondsof^ the pibphecy; 
thdt-fiitWaa not to be ^^>^ forgiven ; but 
.required ail .atouem^t'tp be made for itr 
that the ftrpeut ccaild5tQCM:d]e aonqueoed^ lior 
the. mifchikfiu'Df the fall repaired, but iyy 
JVthe fofffem%s of tltenwdman^s feetf^" by 
havihg :^ihi8' heel ! bruifed/V What thi« 
phraie of jttfiliruiiing tlie . heer* might pref 
eifely main^rmr havie noc^t prefentiiifficibnt 
inftancej^an thc)IAi^iw language to"ji{cdtJ 
tain, ih^tet kkdred latiguage however,, that: 
ia, the 'Anigik ; the root/ from \thence rh^ 
word ,%^,^ .Yiz. beelf is.' derived* iliguifics 
among jather things,; toi •* fuffer forfm^V 
and alfo, to " die,'* or •« fufFer dearth V^ 

* Vide Castill. Lexic. Hept. in radicc 3]>y. 

• And 
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And i£A6tah nndcrilbQd k in thb i^ift ; of 
]f God now declared CD hiiai (wlut was kfter-^ 
wards weUJcnowa to hb jpDfterit]i:)digit *' vnlih« 
out fiircQ^iig of bhak^ Hltre was no vemtf* 
fion^{** then we lise fhmfy die nfe and piKM 
priety^jf that :inffituiion» I mttn andnaljM* 
aifkty whkh we find eftabliihed aithb time^ 
For if «« Jdfiia Chtift>-~'* moft emphatvi 
caUy ** the fetfd of the wonaiv-^** ihras^ in 
^tt dmne dctieriik&iatioD, «« ^c iamb flanl 
lioin the foundation of tiie woridf ;i^ what 
could more aptfy ^rpify iii* ikatht tSnodie 
ohiation of an inhooenk anbmll AbmI whdl 
wft tedd, that <Sod doathed vat iiifi jpareai* 
with ^ Bahs of tfadb iaenfeed aikimJali; 
what and «^e tb hSui fchkt be mefant onljr cd 
fratefi their 1)oiUes from tiie ibeletoeotf o€ 
the wiiatiitrl It leans £nr 6an bnag tbo 
wihdfe of the cafei t%e aA it oajMiUe df a 
higher laeamdg ; and iakj !d£> nftr to ths 
ftcued^r. if tlieir fonb. For in hbm %)t6* 
cant^ tlu)i^ Qoibleau^ieAl, a ina&ier, 'Wori 
il-adojited to ttprdeni: t» ilwtlx-aadiai lint of 

" * ftA it. 2^. 

fitftfce 



fi/et^t was tliMs til^y fuetiitfd, by trfaSdi 

Hieiffitt be covered A?** 
If ydUft iKhnic thii imwpretatikn), h piatoif 

ki6d k^pmriim^ ; wiykb, a^ the famtt thm 
thjit ie fet for(t) the demerit of i?ft, carded km 
it ii pl«dge of pat^oio and li»rgW«fttt&, chrtwgh 
fittth lii the ^itMii^ HenkcttMr : and with4. 
otiit ^kh ftfirik it was df fidttvalih a* "cmij 
teafily te idedttced ifitim the ateonMt w« iuni» 
<6F^e '£|(»ificeii «f Ctiiii and Atet. 

Bttt 9akk ivtti dtft' die «ii)y ooadidett^if 
alcd^ttiabi^: O^iiilbiie^ ttras ati^ reifilhred iff 
fhetl: hatidt. For here k is evldemv that A 
wx firft ^aftets wet% reeelfxed lat^ « tieir uofc 
teMtor, ^ were idte^ placed agail^ % ji M# 
ftate df tnai; «iid eiiAmedtvi* iliUB J i i i 
#«^ fittthMf TekViceH* Wlxtf tlM(» tferrii|ii 
tHe»e to fae« ifi^ %Aay f^eaiHfy klto ifiwai t^ 
deelaiftidtk V^€bd Mt the tcM : « I «ill piiT 
titmity iMftV(«eci tikee aiid ^iMxieMi ; mA 
f}d>w«)ai^%hyfe^^dherli!ed<^'^ M<>w«i»> 
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mityimpUes an oppoiitioQ of will, ioiirlinatiocr^ 
and intereft, Aiijd therefore^ enrnby* to tho 
^evil being muft inferalove and fidelity to. thti 
g^od one* ^ , The wcordi then are fairly ca- 
pable of this meaning— thjiti as the ^grand 
apoftate would -continually endeavoui: to fe^ 
dwce them and their pofterity to fins'fb it 
was their duty contiilually to endeavour, oflf 
the other hand, to tepel J[iid tetnptaxions^ 
2^ kcep'*hen>i^lMee jftedf&ft i^J virtaft;-as. 
tbe. only way of becoming at laflr fit obje^ls 
of farther .ndiircy*: An ' f nflaity and vjditory 
Itoere bdth predicted, t; and, as thty-kn^iy^ to 
their- wpe^t tijiat the; UnipUrls\*^r^ eonqtoeft 
over thenki jspofifted: in ; his; making them 
finfuH aDd.'expdiilg|hem to God's difplea^ 
<iMfe ;•: ^ f f rpuft ne^d^^ ,9fppoari, |j[iat their 
rf»cipit)Qali?PJ»q|jpft.Ovgf k^n^ n^M^ be. again 
a^i^; £mi)M;. iKLtyre': ^sx. it; muft, g9nfift 
•li: hcfiPiJiif^.fiightiCQus andiigood : , in, main- 
taining., fuch; ffi .unifo^n|:,gMfa:iG€i ;^.relf* 
^on^ .andsVklu^ 'as ; mighf: finally Ji§#f?f« 
<hem . t<J tHp {^iyine 'favftutj and ' their; ori- 

ginal 
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ginai tranquillity of mind. And what elfc 
could they conclude from jheir i^prieve? 
from the time that was allowed them after 
their fentence ? but only, that it was to 
be a time of probation and difcipline ; in 
whichy though they might fufFer many 
things for a punifliment of their fin; 
they, might yet exhibit daily proofs of 
their fidelity in the war againft " the ieed 
of the ferpent ;'* and of their earneft 
concern to be reconciled to God by a 
fteady obfervance of his will and com- 
mands. 

But to fupport them under the difficul- 
ties of this warfare, and to keep them fteady 
in this virtuous fervice, they had great 
need of ibme Rncounagements. This life af- 
forded them but a melancholy profped: 
For here they were irrecoverably doomed 
to labour, forrow, pain, and death. .They 
rauft therefore look to another ftate; of 
which the very delay of their fentence 
gave them no mean, no flight intimation. 
For furely they pould never imagine, that 

Vol.* I. H they 
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ifiey were* fpared merely to undergo i^tflsr 
/Itoubles ; to contend with difeafes ; to fight 
a tedious war widi» ttieir enemy j; tp raife 
up children to fucceed' them in the -fame 
train of forrows f ^nd then fink intb duft 
and oblivion. No. Their fairer hopes^, me- 
ihinksy might be, efpecially when they knew^^ 
)that the war was at laft to terminate in a^ 
vidory ; that they (hould' rtap fome fruits,*. 
ibme advantages from it :' And fince theie 
fruits and advantages were not t(y be ob^ 
tMned here, that they were referved io^ 
ftore to reward their piatience and^ fidelity 
liereafter ^. 

And in thcfe hopes tftey migHl?^Ite farther 
confirmed by the words of the fentence^ 
pronounced upon theal For the ientence 
adjudged that part of them onfy to deaths 
k e. to Juft or diflblutioD, which had been 
ibrmed out of the duft. Bur that parr 
was the ibdy : and therefore the fwlf as ati- 
immaterial, living principle, was not af-«- 
hdced by it } but might ftill remain, audi 

» Wf ir»ER*f H. o& Ko* ToL !• ch« u» § 2. 

«en«biur 
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continue to exift in a feparate ifate, after 
the fentence had taken place ^. In this fe^ 
parate ilate then^ our firft parents might ra«- 
tionally expe^^i if they perfevered in the 
ways of righteouihefsy to enjoy at length 
feme comfortable bleflings ; fome of ihofa 
valuable bleini]^s they had loft: to enjoy 
ibme part of their p^adifaical hslppinefs i 
of that calm^ ierene^ and fpiritual happi-* 
nefs, which they had formerly experienced^ 
when they flood partakers tif the divitle 
favour > and were approved by their own 
confcieuces« 

This expcdiation, then, of fuch great re- 
ward in a future ftate^ was encouragement 
fufficient to keep them fteady in the uni^ 
form practice of virtue and religion. And 
upon the ftrength of this encouragement^ 

^ What Adam's notion of a futuft fiatc might restlly bey 
we know not : but to that part of the (entetice paiTefi upon 
himr- *• Duft thou ar^ and unto duft (halt thou return-^-*' 
the Targums fubjoin thefe remarkable words : Actamen ex 
pulvere fufcitandus es, ut teddas judicium tt rationem omnimn 
quse fecerisy in die judicii magnu Vide in Gen. iii4 4'9« 

H 2 feme 
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fomc of their pofterity afterwards advanced* 
to an eminent degree of piety and holinefe. 
They oppbfed the immoralities of the an- 
tediluvian times; bore the feoffs and con- 
tradiftion of fihners; withftood the temp- 
tations and allurements of the world ; and 
finiflied a painful, exemplary courfe, in hopes^ 
of a bleffed immortality. For they that 
could aft in fuqh manner, and give up the 
comforts of the prefent life, plainly declare^ 
that they ipught a better and nobler inheri- 
tance — " ?ven an inheritance eternal in the 
heavens." 

Allow this reafbning to be jufl: ; and it 
evidently appears, that the true religion — 
which is the point I would inculcate — has 
been always the fame from the fall of 
Adam; fubfifting ever on the fame princi- 
ples of faithy and kading men on to a vir- 
tuous obediencet in hopes of attaining eternal 
happinefs. 

And hence again we may, finally^ per- 
ceive, how nearly an infidel came once to 
the truths in the title of a book^ which he 

profef* 
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profefledly wrote againft it. For it is ob- 
vious^ I preflime, from what has been faid, 
that " Chriftianity is'* almoft " as old as 
the creation.** 
* Now to God, £cc. Amen. 
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Jbui Enoch dlfo^ tbefeventb from Adam^ pn^ 
pbejied rftbefe^ fiyi^g^ ** BeboU tbe Lord 
tometb witb ten Jhoufands if his faints^ t^ 
.execute Judgement upon W/, ^and to convince 
Jll that are ungodly among tbem^ of all their 
mgodly deeds f which they have ungodly 
^committed, and tf aH their hard fpeecbtt 
iwbich ungodly famers have fpoken again/i 
fhimJ^ 

WE have feen ow firft parents, after 
their fdU, admitted into a newrco- 
^^enant; efliabliflied 01% a^fpecial promife, and 
confirmed by fignificant rites. Tl^efc ritc^ 
^rformed at dated times in the place ap« 
inopriated tp the purpofe,; vthat is, on every 
,H ^ 4abbath 
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fabbath before the JhecBinab '^ ; were excel* 
lently adapted 'to preferve in their minds a 
due fenfe of the mercies of that covenant ; 
and to render them attentive to the terms 
and,c0nditiongV on whiph they -were to en- 
joy the benefits of it. ' Nor is there any room 
to doubt, but that our firft parents were care., 
ful to comply with thefe terms ; and to tef-? 
tify their gratitude for what God had done, 
by their fteady perforngiance of what he re- 
quired ^*/ '' 

^ It was n6t Iphg, however,* before they ob-^ 
lerved the 'pernicious efFefts of their great 
offence, in the contrary behaviour of fome 
of their children. " Sin now began to 
reign in their mortal bodies ; 'and they obeyed 
it in the lulls thereof \" , For Cain and his 
defcendants, following the pfopenfities of 
their corrupt inclinations, fell away, regard- 
lefs of their duty, into all the ahon*jniiti^&^. 
» of vice ^nd jnimoralitj^ : " every gei^era^j^bii, 

' » Winder's H, of Knowle<Jge, v^l.I. ch. ii. § x. Taylor,'^ 
Sch. of Scr. Div*,ch. xiv, &c. , • if 

^ Vide R. Elibzer P/'r^^, c, XX, ^ * - 

* *'! Rom* vj. 1 2, ^ ■'.•...»•.'•;•• 
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one t^fter another, not only knitatlng, but 
even, furpafling, the wickednefs of the 
for.n)er 7^.'* 

In procefs of time, the pofterity of Seth, 
TOaking alliances with the djefcendants of 
C^in, became infefted with the fame con- 
tagion; and at length degenerated fo far, that, 
all fenfe qf the true religion was eAtirely loft 
and e^tinguiflicd among them. 

Thus both the; branches. o£ Adam's 
family, the whole antediluvian race (a few 
only excepted) fell away from their alle^. 
giance to God ; from the worfhip and (ervice. 
they v^^rc bound to pay him ; and funk, as 
will hereafter appear, into grofs idolatry,, 
fuperftition, and oxi^gic ; and illtp a general 
licentioufxiefs, ^ud depravatioa -of manners.. 
For at tjiis period^:, we are told, that ^< the. 
wickednefs of man yvas great in the earth ;^ 
and. that every iii^gi;i.ation of .the thoughts 
of .hiSjj^eart was only evil continually"/* 

["■JbsEt^H. Antiq. Jud. lib.X c, ii. §a. Euf ych. Antial. 
p. 25. ^' -J :"..,'/ 

» Gen. VI. 2^, 

Having 
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Having taken this general view' of tlie 
'ftr^gfe corruption of the antediluvian race; 
let us now look back, furvey in a naore par- 
iicular manner the foul foucce from whdntc 
it fprung, and theaa: trace it through the fe- 
veral gradations by which it rofe\and in- 
creafed in the world. I^'br; thefe* things' 
;being known, we fhall^fee better able'to dif^ 
cover the proprietjr, reafonablenefs^ aiid ex- 
pediency <>f thofe extraordinary methods^ 
which Providence made ufe of, time after 
itlme; to check its gt^wth and retard it$ 
irrogrefs. 

Itis abundantly evident from the Scripture- 
acJcotint, that Cain was early infefted with " an 
levii'HearrofainbelieP T^nd therefore it is na^ 
wonder, that he (hould foon *• depart fi-om 
eHe- livrng Godr The' firft aA of worfliip 
He performed, was performed in hypocrifyi 
-^Hich muft* render k of courfe deteftable to* 
liimt, ** who pondereth the heart, and re- 
^ireth truthin the inward parts p.*' And ac- 
cordingly we read, that -^^ the Lor4 ha4 



• Hcbi ill. i^ 
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f^fpcft lAito Abel, and' to his offering^;** 
becaufe it was brought iii feith and fincerity: 
*^but unto Cain, and to his offering, he 
hadnotrefpcdl^'' 

This* preference, which fhould hive taught 
him the indifpenfabloneccflity of inward ho- 
tindk ; and' (houM haVfr put him upon cor- 
re^ing* aufd t^forminrg 'hh heart: thiff pre- 
ference, ilay, inftead x)f producing thefc fa- 
lutary efFefts, incited in His breaft ftill viler 
paifions, which urged him on to the^blackeflr 
deed. ^* He was thereupon, fays the text^ 
very wroth ; and his countenance fell ':** that 
Is, he was ftrongly agitated with grief and 
anger; vehemently trariiitofted with indijgna«^ 
jtioit and revfenge. - 

hi this (late of mind God Icindljr accoft^ 
him ; exhorts him to calm and moderate his 
nfentment, and to' refrain from theindul* 
gence o£fti€li criminil^paflions. *^- Why k 
thy countenance fallen • ? And why art thou 
fo wroth" with thy brother, whon the fault 

1 Gen. iv. 4, f^ 

F Ibid, vcf . gi. 

is 
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is entirely thine^ own ? *Vlf tho\i idoeft well, 
Chalc thpu not be .^ccgted? and if Jthou dpefh 
not well, fin," that :is, the piini(hi»wi|: of 
thy fin, " lieth at the door *;-* ^ foUqws the 
afit, , aq<^ i^yill inftantlj. :ove^take thee. And 
here bjeware : for t|ie appetite or defire :qf $i 
cert^i»iia npwfageth.i(i tby hrfaft:^ *5 hat^, 
(as Jtjis ttcceliei^^y ,e?fprefl^^ j^^aajioW 
Engliflf, verfion). .f^^f^ it be ^fubc^ued i|ijt<^ 
thee ; aod fee thou ; rule it ".'* This is the 
Kadingpf M^^TTH^iiws'i^ Bible *jpi)d CRjUjXn 
MEjRj's i^jto the ^aroe.fegi^ thpugh not qui^ 
fi) ^Jeax* . ;]§ut tha^.c|f-fe/^is ^piply fypplied, in, 
l^e e^^t^i^r^f i38^^-:by !;he fplrlo^vi^g ipaf- 
g£aa|;;nc^9j--r" Sin dpjtli.prqvoke^and/lirthee 
to icill thy brother; take heecj,^ a^d giv^ 
nflf. place rtori^t; butr/efift-it,.^:ga^;b^^ JiQrd 



oyer it*'*' 
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^.jjfl^^ppj^jthis tranflatipn,,;^yhijfh ;ip fufficir 
cntly^9ipft, and fuppoi^d by j:h§;!r^^««w^J^j 

* Printed in the year i^j;, 

*' Ancjent 
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mcient Vetfioris * ; and it manifeftly appears, 
how extremely foHcitous the Lord was;' that 
Cain Ihould* fupprefs the luff of revenge, and 
keep it from breaking out into' fin. Nor h 
it lefs apparent how corrupt ind depraved his 
heart raufl: he, who, notwithftanding this 
kind admonition and' remonftrarice, could 
yet perfift hi his wicked defign, and imbrue 
his hands in his brother's blood. This in- 
nocent blood called for vengeance ; and it 
fpeedily overtook the murderer. For God 
pronounced him accurfed; banifhed him from 
the place where he then refided; and expel- 
led him from his own prefencey: that is, in 
modern language, excommunicated^ or, cut 
bim 2^ from the privilege of public wot'fhip. 

y The wprdi which we now tranflate — *' Unto thee Ihalli be his 
defire, anfl thou ihalt rule over him — " are thus paraphrafed in 
the JeruJaUm Targum. Verum in manum tuam tradidi potef- 
tafem concupifcentix roalsD, tu\atitem dommabcre ei. , That of 
OMidoff and of J^. Uzul is to the fame purpofr. Aralpic yedlons 
Ad te fpe£tat raoderatio ejus, to. The propriety of this inter- 
pretation, refpedting the ciiHrumftance^ of the cafe, is well fup- 
porfedby,Dr» JeffcryinhisSeloaDlfcourfes, 11. p: 5j;&c. And 
the objedtions made to it from the anomaly of the language, 
taken in this ienie, are infwered by Ainfwonh, &c. pn the placr. 

^ Gen. iv, ii— -r^. 

^ - , A piN 
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A puniihment fuiHciently fore; aadf as him*- 
felf complains^ hard to be borne. For it 
ivas» in fhort^ to caft him off as a reprobates 
to leave him, deftitute of grace, to the per- 
verfe counfels of his own heart, to fill up 
the^ meafure of his iniquities ; and, in the 
event, to confign him over to utter deftruc^ 
tion '• 

This Cain plainly underftood ; and there- 
fore was afraid, that ** everyone that fliould 
find him, would immediately kill him\'* 
But God preierved him, as a monument of 
the vengeance that awaits fin ; and kept him 
in life, as a ftanding monition to the reft of. 
the fons of Adam ; who might read in bis 
fiite a very ufefiil lefibn to themfehes. For 
hereby they muft needs be convinced, that 
God topk cognizance of human actions : that 
no fin, however fecret, could efcape his no* 
tice I that every ofiencc would be brought to 
account, and meet with its condign puniih- 
ment; and confequently, that there was no 
other way of avoiding mifery, and fecuring 

• See GrotivSi Lb CtBRQ, and Patrick in loc 
^ Gca. iv# 14* * - 

bappi- 
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happintfs, thau by a iincere attachment to 
f iety and goodnefs. — But we muft quit thefe 
fefledionsy. and folfow Cain into (he la«id of 
Ibaniflunent. s 

Now, tindured, as he wa$, with bad prin^^ 
ciples; and excluded from the eftabtiihed 
means of knprovement ; it is taatural to in^ 
ler, that,, in this land, he became {till mort^ 
dbpraved ifii his morals, and funk deeper into^ 
▼ice and fenfuality^^ And if we confider 
Kkewife the effects of fenfuality, how apt it 
is to xlebafe the mind, and to e^inguiih th^ 
evidence of things not ieen ; it is but toa 
probable^ that bis religious feptiments, if b^ 
had any left, foon languiflied and fell into* 
decay ; or at leaft degenerated into idle fu-f 
perflitions. 

If you fi»ppo(e this to be the cafe ; ami it 
is by no means an unrealbnable fuppofition ; 
iiien it clearly follows, that his j^^veral de« 
fcendants^ commit(e4 tf) the guidance of 
corrupt nature, withoQt inftro^tion^ asw) 
without reflraint, muft needs deviate moi« 

< See Jude^ v«r. x i. and^ C^n. th^ooDQ. J9i»?8. htL Ju4* 
^br !• c« u« I !• Ifei^DMOGBR. HUl* Patiian Bxepc. V, $ 4{* 

and 
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and' more from the paths of truth an(I ylr^ 
tue; and/ being at length enflaved to theif 
unruly paflions, muft be carried on, as.thofe 
paflions moved them, into every kiiid and 
degree of iniquity. 

And now, ^s z proof o( tKis charge^ let It 
here be remarked, that, in the whole hiftory 
of the line of Cain, we meet with no in- 
ftance, no trace, no intimation, of anyone 
virtuous, or truly religious adion; but a 
gfeat deal of the contrary. Inftruments of 
violence are found -in their hands ; and the 
Ijarp and the pipe are heard in their feafts *^ : 
which' plainly imply, that they gave them- 
felves up to fenfual enjoyments — whicK 
plainly imply, that they were luxurious, 
luAful, and debauched at home ; and abroad^ 
iinjuft, rapacious and cruel. 

In th'S midft of this corruption, however, 
they ftill entertained, we may well prefiime, 
fomc faint notion of a Deity. For this no- 
tion is fo connatural to' the mind of man, 
that'nb people upon earth were fo far lofl 
to the fenfe of thing^, as to be utterly devoid 

' Gen. iv. ji, zi, Joseph. Ant. Jud. Lib. I. c. ii. § 2. 

of 
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o^itV 'Butthirfn, ds the Cdlftitea could -hive 
liim bt no kAtt'^ifedfee of the fiiprtrrici in'-- 
vifiWd Bfeing, wrth whoni they fievfef^Had' 
any intfercouffe 5 fo it is extremely probable, * 
t^iitt ihty addVeflfeH their devotions, ftich ks* 
tli^y Wire, ^o^'tihbife vifiblfe objedts, with'* 
wftidfe^ a^earahcffe they were moft afffe6!ed,* 
and by whofe influence they were rhoftbe- 
irtfitdd.- "fhts, we are fur6, vl^aJ the caft of 
the world itV afte^r-fcimcs ; which is no fmall 
prefbmptldn, thdt it was the -cafe lii the' 
prefent, ^3ome rndded* havd endeavoxiridd tb 
effa^Mi-ai' this- djilftion' ori tht a\ithority of 
Scfiptaw • : - but, ivhdther thfr Sctipttiite 
cfertrtitenance it or not, certain it is, the ear* 
%ft^reco^d§ of heathen antiquity fpeak full^ 
t*o ihe point. F*or S^nchoniatho expreffy 
afl^rpaar, that " in a time of great, drought 
e^kmm^i his wife lifted up their h^nds,- and 
prayed to the Suh ; whom they looked u^c^' 

/ « t^ide Targum Dnkelos et Jonath. Ben Uziii, .in, 
Geii. IV. a^^ Maimon. de UoL in Cap. i. et Notis.' Seldsn de, 
Dus $yr. ProlegoRi. ,(^p< iii. MARftH;),^. Ciut. Chro^..S$c«^iv. 
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as the folc god and fovcreign of heaven [ i'^ 
and. /i&^ might be alfo particularly induced 
to deify and adore this fplendid luminary 
from another motive ; namely, as It carried 
the nearefl refemblance to that glorious 
Shecbinahj before which they had formerly 
been ufed to celebrate the rites of divine 
wor(hip«. 

Soon after this, as the fame hiflory in- 
forms ys, the like worfhip was extended by 
their pofterity to the feveral parts of nature : 
to the heavens, moon,^ and ftars ; to fire, air, 
and wind; to the earth, trees, and water; 
to beads, birds, and reptiles^. All thefe in- 
deed 

' *U rirw tik yiy«e^ iXnWiHt* TSNOX i^ TENE AN— «w^r j& 
ytifOfAituf, TOf X'^^f^f ofifttv iU y^tui^ mpoi rht *'HAION* rSrot yoi^^ 
fno'U diOf ifo/A»^ov iMPWf k^aw nvfiof^ BEEAr'AMHN KcMtltf. Apud 
Eufeb- Praep* £vangeL lib* L cap. -x, p. 34. ThacT/wf and 
FtMA are Cain and his wife, Biihop Cumberland hais proYcd at 
large, in bis Remarks on Sanchoniatho, p. 219, &c. 

* «'pATiiicK*8 Cork Gen. iv, i6« 

$!&( 'iM¥ot lytifi^KOPf x. r. X. Jam in Phoenlcum etiam Theologta 
reperlas, qui prindpes apud illos natur^i$>fefe phibfophis ftudio 
dediderunt, eos folem pariter atque lunam, ccteraique fiellas in* 
etnntes,. clemeata prseterea, <j[ijurque cum iis conju;)^ funt, 

deoroni 
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deed af e tiot, diftinftly fpccified. as fo many 
objeds of their adoratiop : moji of theoif how- 
ever, are ; and att^ I think, implied. For^ 
when we are aflured, that *« they deified and 
adored the plants of the earth ;" we can 
hardly dpubt of their advancing the other, 
and far tiobler, parts of the creation to the 
like hoiwur^ 

In confi?quence of this worfliip, the arts 
of magic,, forcery, and divination, were ftu* 
died and praftifed ; and fuperftitious, obfcene 
ritfcs were inftituted and folemni;ied among 
them \ Thefe deteftable rites of their re- 
ligion naturally inflamed their paffions ; and 
hurried ih^m ^ill farther into all the excefles 
of outrage and violence^ of licentiouiheic 
and debauchery^, in civil life. 

lieomm in loco babaifie- lifiilefti porro mortaks vetuftifTunoi 
terrse gei;mina dedlcaile^ (juibus diTinicatem ipfi quoque cum 
adoratfenis cultu tnbuebant.-»^-Ev8SB, Prsey, Evang, lib I* 
cap, ix« p. 28. cap. x. p. 34. ' 

i Vide Hbidi o. Hift. Patr. Excrcit. viii. De Thcologl 
Cainttarum, et idoloiarria Ant^diiunana. . . ' » 

f Phil* Bybl. apud Evs^a. Praep. £v. vol. L c. x. p. J5* 
Athanas. de Incar. Verbi Del. torn. I. p. 64. 
' 'Geii. vi. II— 15. 

I 2 Now, 
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Nowy whilft the delfcendants of Gaift lived 
in thig impious mid pr6fligate manner j the 
fine of.Scth went iregilarly on, under the 
good coniiuft and tuition of Adam, in the 
due obfervjance of the duties of rdigioh, and 
the unifornj prafitice of a holy life. In the 
third generation, in the .d^ys of 'Ent>sf, • we 
meet with a fignal inftance of their ^eal for 
the honour and glory of God, and for the 
prefervation and improvement of hie worfhip 
and fervice. For " then they began to-call 
themfelves by the name of the Lord ^ ;^* that 
is, the fervants and worfliipers of the true 
God; in oontrad/ftinftion to the C&imtfes, 
who had no regard or veneration for him* 
This name, which, they nndvV affumed> 
plainly intimates, that they devotdd them** 
;(elves tq a flrider life of hqiinef^ .and viirtufet 
than they had led before; and that, for fear 
of beiilg «* fediiced By the erroiir of the 
wicked," they, prudently kept thepafelvpSi as 
God intended they (houkl, from all commerce 
5f communicatioh with the apoftate line. In 
this ftate of feparation, diligent qnd atteo- 

" Gen, iv. z6. 

' ' tive 
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tive ta tbeif vqws and obligations^- thej 
made, it fhould ieem,. great advances ia 
virtue and goodnefs ; and, for thek extraor-* 
diuaryjiiety, were entitled the people or " feii$ 
of Qpd-;' 

. How long they continued to inoprov^ 
therafelves, or even to preferve the virtuous 
attainments they had already made, is ,4 
matter of fome uncertainty. SuVe,,hQweveF, 
we aire, that, in the fiicceffion of ftw gene-* 
rations, they declined, and *«^ fell fron^theif 
own ftedfaftnefs ;'* yielded to the fuggQliio^>« 
of their fenCual appetites ; and becaaie iboil 
renowned foi: their enorcaous crimes ^ 

This defedion, great as it; was, th^e Scrip-» 
ture accounts for in a very natural and eafy 
manner. When both families *a began to 
multiply," and to extend therpfelves ; they 
approached, of courfe, nearer to each Qtheii« 
Their vicinity foon drew them, into mutual 
converfatioa ; and that converfatioa iatci 
clofcr alliance. For when the. ** Ions of 
Gqd," the pofterity of Seth^ «* faw the daugh-* 

* Joseph. Antiq. Jud. lib. L c. iiu § t. 

I 3 ters 
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tcrs of the men" of the other line; they 
were fo fmitten with their beauty, that, 
contrary to the charge of their pious ancef- 
tors, and prohably-to (he command of God, 
M they took them wives of all which they 
chofe P ;" that is, fuch, and perhaps fo many, 
as they liked to poflefs. The confequence of 
this interdided affinity was plainly then, as 
it has always proved in fimilar cafes lince, 
ruinous to all piety. The line of Seth was 
hereby corrupted. For •* the daughters of 
men turned away thefe fons of God from 
following him;" led them to ferve other 
gods ; to aflbciate in all the abominations of 
idolatry, and all the impurities of a fenfual 
life. 

This opinion is not only founded on the 
natural and experienced courfe of things; 
but feems to be confirmed by the very words 
of Scripture. For thefe, if I am not mif- 
taken, were the Nephilim^ the apqftates^ men- 
tioned Gen. vi. 4. ** who kept not their firft 
cft^te/' but fell ofitom the fervice of God, 
and becaijxe giants in wickednefs, and rehls 

f Gen. y'y-i* 

againft 
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againil heaven 1. Their children, of the 
next generation, endowed with their ftrength, 
and encouraged by their example, broke out 
into the fame enormities; and filled the 
world » with impiety, idolatry, rapine, and 
violence. " Thefe mighty men," fays the 
text, ** were of old men of renown '/• A 
form of expreflion, which clearly intimates, 
that their exploits and characters were con- 
veyed down through ages by tradition ; and 
might, at length, be inferted in ibme an* 
cicnt book, called «< the book of Enoch,'* to 
which the Apoftle refers. 

In what period of the antediluvian age 
this apoftacy happened, the Scripture does 
not exprefly determine. Data, however, it 
affords, by which we may fettle it with fome 
precifion. At the twenty-fecond verfe of 
the ivth chapter of Genefis we read^— " A;id 
the fitter of Tubal Cain was Naamah :'* A 
piece of information, which may appear, at 
firft fight, of little or no importance. But 

n tS^^^fiS defedoresy apoflats, g^gantes, rebellcfy a 79] 
foeciditi def^t» imut, H^, 
' Qcn. vi. 4* 

I 4 if 
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if wf tranfl^te h^r. n(wi^ in^,.9y^r 9\y^^ |^«^^ 
gqagc, it wilj inftantly ^ thrp>v an ^roa?:ing 
ijght on th? p/efent fuhjf<^ j ^s^ it >vi}l ^ipt\y 
cqpneft />&/> yerfe of the iyth wit|i. th^Jirfi qf 
^he vith chapter, whe^e the;caufe,qf tl^ 
defeftion is particularly defcribed. Fpr NajiT 
ijaah' GgmdQs fair ov. A^a^tifi^fl : and. w^-^e^ 
we are fold, that the po/lerity of Seth ma,r* 
ried the daughters of the other fjcnily, be-i 
faufe they were fair; may we not reafo^^bly 
conclude, from this connedled vicAy of thQ 
oaflig^s, that thp facred hiftqri^n nxe^nt i;q 
inform us, that Naao^ah was the fi^'ft, th^9 
iiobleft, and the ppofl celebrated .pf. ^U' 
thofe beauties, with whom t^e alliance \y«^^ 
made ? 

If you allpw this coA^cIufion to he j^f|^ 
^hen the opinion of the Aralyap. writ?r§^^ whp 
:(uppofe th? defe^ion to have happpai^d i^ 
the days of Jared S will ?ppjei^r tf;\ ftand qt\ 
j^pod groiiu(^, a^>4 \o b? well, fuppo^;^e4 by 
th^ authority pf Script\|re. . 

■ nJDVi amcena, jucunda, pulchra. 

Orient, c. viii. p. 23^. in voce y«iQ^k Hsiojus* Hiftv fatrt 
Exerfc.xi. p» 310. * * 

But 



Bu^ tl^p ia iM the poly thing, whiqh thf 
fqrqgaiiig remark bring^s tcx our kqqwlcdgf^ 
It Ihews us ^ikew^fc the reafon, why Mofe^i 
\^ the genealogy of thq liue of Cain j ftpppe{4 
at X^amecht thefi^tber pf N^amah. HecQul4 
properly pfocee^ no farther : hccaufe the c)iA 
tinction was then at an end ; as bo^h th^ 
fanpUies became internjiixed, and intiipftat^lj, 
blonde^ with each other. 

The fad effed of thi^ unlawful ^iq^o^tv^if^i wq 
haye already f^en, i;i ;hat violent inyadatioft 
of vice and impiety, which iffu^ed from it| 
an4 whi?h fpon pverflowed t^iQ world, 

Tq aqcpwpt for this inapiety in a npiprQ 4e^ 
germinate pn^i^ner, it may be pf ufe to pbr 
ferve^ that .Adam was ftill ahve: and ^ \>^ 
canfe. tji^feutenc^e/' ppnpunced ^^ agaiij^ft'* 
him. far hia " evil wprk," was not yu *> ^^^r 
cuted*' upon hiox; ^^ thecefpre,'*' it fhpul4 
feem, ** the hearts of thefe fopS: of mien 
W4re foJJy fe:t in thm^i' both to think, and 
** to do evil *.'* The fentence deferred they 
might impiaufty deride, ^s d, vai^ 9Aid wpty 

'^ Icclt vHr. XI.. 

'^ ' threat. 
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threat. And of the prediSledfeed they might 
fcoffingly fay, ^' where is the promife of 
his coming *r 'Thefe « hard fpeeches/^ 
which the prophecy of Enoch implies they 
made, evidently amount to what St. Judc 
calls, ven 4. ** denying the only Lord God, 
and our Lord Jefus Chrift:*' evidently 
amount, not only to a denial of the revealed 
plan of redemption ; but to a total dilbelief 
of an over-ruling providence, and a future 
ftate — which Cain, it is faid, di(believed 
before them y. When they had once brought 
themfelves to think, that either there was 
no God; or that he was fo regardlefs of 
human affairs, as neither to reward the 
good, nor punifli the wicked ; it is no 
wonder, " they fliould thenceforth walk,'* 
without remorfe, after their own ungodly 
lufts ; and give themfelves over unto lafci- 

* 2 Pet. ill. 4. 

y ThtJerufidemTzx^m^ and that of Jon ath an Ben Uziei., 
introduce Cain converiing with his brother Abel in thefe words— » 
^y\ ^n ivTS ^**T n*^ non eft judicium, nee eft judex; noa 
eft feculum futurum, nee dabitur prxmitun bonnm juftis, nee 
ultiofumeturdeimpiobi^^&c. Vide in Gen. iv. 8. 

vioufnefe, 
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vioufhefs, to work all uncleannefs with 
grcedinefs '/' For the reftraints of religion 
being now removed, there was nothing left 
to check or controul the perverfenefs of their 
nature. 

If you admit this to be a true reprelen- 
tation of their moral ftate; and thus the 
Scripture feems to reprefent it ; then fome- 
thing, 'tis plain, was ncceffary to be done, 
as well tocorredl the erroneoufhefs of their 
principles, as to reform the depravity of their 
manners. At this time therefore, and with 
this view, a fecond revelation came feafbn- 
ably in, exaftly correfpondent to their ne- 
ceffities and condition. For Enoch was com- 
miffioncd to preach the doftrine of a future 
ftate, and to declare th? certainty of a fu- 
/ture judgment. 

' In purfuance of thit commiffion, he 
opened the profpcd of another life, and 
laid it before them in its different circum- 
ftances : he (hewed them what glorious re- 
wards awaited the righteous, and what 

* Jude ver. i8. Eph. iv. 19. 

4readful 
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^eaflful ffuu^flirpents were referved .,for 

the wick>qd; *« wlwt tjribiaJatioQ aA^aix- 

guifh" ftioy Id. hereafter fall *^ upw every 

feul.tif ipw JCh^t 4oflh evil; ;^nd w.lxaC 

honour, glory, and* peace" fhould be the lot 

of hioXj ** that worketh good*." Thefe 

things he clearly laidr befqre tbena^; that^ 

l^powi^g the encQuragements and texrours 

of ihe lUofd, they, raight be ir\fluenped 

thereby tp return to hiin. Aad whw can 

he in^aginied nx©re influenti^? What.ciQ.uId 

prevail, if thh Qoiild not.?- H^d it refted 

paly oa the bare credit of. the preajcher, ^, 

dofttiue of this^ va,ft impoi;t^pce wpuld ^&ve . 

juftly merited their moft feri^ug yegard, 

JRm, tbat; nothing naight be wanting either 

to engage their attention, of tf),. confirm 

their belief, God was pleafed to,Axert;himr 

fqlf in an extraordinary and init^c^Ious 

manner J aad to atte]^: the, trutjh of what hi$ 

* Rom. ii.gj la.- 

^ §«> j^ 149 ^5 ; ^h«I^ the piaiiiflvnant qf tljke wkfeql 
pWply iinpUes thaj: ^leie will, be. lik^wife. a rcgoinpe^ac tp tUc 
righteous. 

3 prophet 



iprtphtt had fpOfleJi, ^y a^tdjicr,* cdttNrtffcitig 
fign. For x^hat Vnore pmpferi tpxyie convitte* 
injg' figtt codld they poffibfy have In^'prodf 
of iRich a^Httftrine j^ than to fee the J)rt)phet 
mWftat6d alive V and carried up, in a coh- 
Ijifcabus manner before their 'eyes, intA 
tAraY i^fery ftate^ the exillence and realitj^ 
t)f \ifhkh lie h^d ju'ft before repealed tb 
ihttn^f • ^ ' ' ' 

Sudi doArin^, one would tbmk, foppdrtdi 
\>y' ixlih evidence,* would iiave borne dowti 
rfl d^fofition, and labjeftedthfc worldto the 
a^uttibHty of iti diftatc^/ ' ' ' 

; ' 'f1i'e-'do(9trinfe itfelf waii admirably calcu- 
latbd^^to ^toiibdi there ifepiot« notibhi 
ih^ ifiaintaldfed'j- and to ttiZ^ ^thehi fetii 
fibl^; ^fhaif^'God' irifpeas ''the'^6ondu(ft^- 6iF 
hieti hy this wOrld; and WiH Vecompfeflfft 

thfetb iiereafter as ' thfeit ' \Votks dfefetvfel 'Its 

t^fii t. ^. -. . . I i . ' .: ■ ) •;•.., v ** 

7 -IS-l^cn.^y^ B«^ Heb. ,-3^i» J* '; . . .;:'.-{'.;{ . ^ .\ i ^ '• 
• * ^ See Tafg B. Uzibl, in Gen. v. 24. Ai^d kence^Eno^ 
was called Metatron, t&e'pe'rfbn remove J on htj^ : iTrom £)0£5 an^ 
JPI*!}; Thipjt a^ Ifai^a^ )>kiufibk fti^^ai^couot of the lume, as 
any of the various oacs ;ilrrad}r^W«tii , : ;. ^ i 

". '/* attendant 
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attendant miracle, the tranflation of the 
prophet, was a vifible pcoof of his high 
regard for hi^ faithful fervants ; and a fuce 
token of his firm determination to make 
them happy in a better ftate^ .To Adam, 
if he was then alive, as the Samaritan ac- 
count, fupppfes, this remarkable event muft 
have been, a lively and alFefting inftanqe of 
what he might have enjoyed, had he kept 
his innocence ; as well as an earneft of the 
promifed victory over him^ who had robbed 
him of il;^: And to hxsfqns^ if he was,^ead, 
as the Hebrew account declares him, it 
muft have afforded a feafbnable and animat- 
ing confblation under the deprej3[^ng itn(^ of 
their own mortality: And, to all it^ mufl 
have luggefted a forcible and cogent argu- 
ment for repentance ; as it carried, a clear 
and comfortable intimation, that if they 
" walked with God," and overcame the 
iinful inclinations of their nature, they 
ihould finally be reftored to the favour of 

< WoRTHi ngt6n'8 Effvty on Hum. Redemption, ch. ill* § 6« 
' Bp» Law's Theory of ReL part ii. p. 6q. 

their 
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their Maker, and behold his prefence in 
blifs and immoftaiity. And repentance, 
we might .^xpedt, would have accordingly 
followed. But alas ! we have an inftancc 
uow before us, that nothing is fo forcible, 
iiiterefting, and perfuafive, but what the 
depravity and perverfenefs of man. can with- 
fiand and rejedl. Fot this abandoned race,, 
deaf to thefe awakening calls, obftinately 
continued their vicious courfe, and at lafl; 
perifhed in their wickednefs. 

But, though <^ the \vord then preached 
did not profit them^ ;** yet to us it remains 
of excellent fervice. It (hews us, that true 
religion Was always the fame ; and had al- 
ways the fame end in .view. Its whole 
delign has ever been to call men off from the 
practice of vice to ferve the living and true 
God; to make them virtuous in this life, 
that they may be happy in the other. This 
is apparent under every difpenfation ; and 
more efpecially under the difpeilfatiotr pf 

f Hcb» iv. 3. 

the 



thfc *Gttip«!l: by which •» we ari made" 
t^ly fcomplete 'f being ftiUy fu^plldd with 
all the things pertaining untd - life and 
gOdliftAfsV • . - - 

• Mfeving therefore fuch me&rts of im- 
^roVetnent ill our hands, • let us carefully- 
make ilfe of theffi. For if God jluniihed- 
the oM World f6r def{)ifiBg ]th& revela- 
tions delivered to thfem j ho# fe6tt-W6 poffi-- 
bly expea to »* fefc&pd, if Wfe ttegfe(f)b fe gteat 
falvation ' ?" Let us ev^r femetiibeh- thafthfe 
(k>tpel H afi iiiftitUti6n pecdlittfly eafloulated 
fof the adv^cerAciit fcf piety* and virtue t 
Aftdlet if effe€hiAlly engage usj-as k plaiiily 
r^iche* tife, »* to deny urigbdlinefe- and 
«r6#ldly lufts ; ahd h) Mvt fobeflyi ^ightc- 
dufly> ahdgbdiy iti this p»refetie wdiW; l66fc- 
Jtig fot that bifefiM h6^ ilrid^fhe'^^iOiag 
appeaHn^ 6f thtJ gi-e^t ©>d^ aKjS dUr fetJo*» 
Jefus Chriftkj"- ' .' : - ' -- - • 

* rfet). li. 3. ^ ^ . . . .... 

" Tit. ii, la, 13. . ■ . i 

To 
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To whom, with the Fathef abd the Holy 
Ghofl, be afcribed, • as is moil due, all 
honour and glory, might, majefty, adora^ 
tion and praife, both now and for ever- 
more. Amen. 
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An J the Lbrdjkld^ My fplrit jhAll ribi alwdyt 
Jirive with man'; for that he alfo h jiep: 
yet his iays Jhall be an hundred and iwenfy 
yedrs. 

IN itty laft iJifiidUi^fe I laid bef6rt yoU a 
Very dmple iaccount of the ftrallge Cdr- 
IfUptiOn of the antediluviJia i-adc i whdre 1 
eiideavdUrdd to ftiew^ fronl what bitffer fotircfe 
It ofiginally fprung \ in what different forma 
it difplayed itfelf ; and by what growing -ad-^ 
Vaiices it gained, upon the wdrld ; till it be-* 
K si came 
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came at length fo univerfally prevalent, as 
to lay the Almighty under the fad neceflity 
of " deftroying man from the face of the 
earth V 

It is obferved by the author of the book 
oilf^ifdom^ that *V idolatry is the beginning, 
the caufe, and the fend of all evil^^r'* And 
this obfervation we have feen verified in the 
conSuft and converfation of Cain and his 
defcendants. For no fooner did they forfakc 
the true God, and engage in the worihip of 
falfe deities; no fboneV did they begin to 
*' efteem either. fire, vwnd,- or the fwift air, 
the circle of the flars, the violent water, 
or the lights of heaven to be the gods that 
governed the world" ;'* but, in confequence 
of the fervice they paid them ; in confe- 
,quence of " the fccret ceremonies ufed, and 
the revellings of flrange rites performed;" 
. they gradually fell into all the abomination*^ 
of vice and immorality, and into all the ex- 

^ Gen. VI. 7. 

« Ch. »r. 27. . 
«* Wifdom, xiii, c. - 

cefles 
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defies of outrage and violence, both in public 
and private life. 

In procefs of timet thefe impious principles 
and deteftable practices gained admittance 
into the other line : where they fpread and 
prevailed with fatal fuccefi, and with ag- 
gravated degrees of malignity. For, as the 
beft, when corrupted, become the worft ; fo 
it is affprted of the pofterity of Seth, that 
** for the degree of te^l which they had 
formerly Ihewn for virtue, they now (hewed 
by their a<^ions . 4 double degree of wickecj- 
nefsV 

Such was then the ftate of the world. 
When *' the Lord looked down from heaven 
upon the children of men, to fee if there 
were any that would underftand, and feek 
after God ;" behold, he found that « they 
WQre all gone out of the way," that 
*' they were altogether become abomi- 
nable p.'* '* For the wickednefs of man was 
great in the earth ; and every imagina- 

• Joseph. Ant. Jud. lib. I. cap. iii. § i, 
'Pfai. XIV. 3,4. 

K 2 tion 
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tioii of the thoughts of his heart was only 

evil continually %'V 

But this progrefflon of vice the great aud 
righteous Govcrnour of the world cannot be 
fuppofed jto look upon with an^ eye of- iodifi 
•fcrence. The perfe£iion of his^ nature, the 
concern he riiaintained for the fecurity of re- 
ligion, and the advancement of I^u man hap- 
pinefs, lead its to conclude, that he- would 
rather interpofe, and kindly throw in the 
way of thefe profligates, as many checks, 
-prohibitions and reflraints, as wereconfiftent 
with the freedom of moral Agents. Nor is 
this eonclufion deftitute of the fupport arid 
countenance of Scripture. For the words 
of the text plainly imply, that ♦< God did 
often ftrive with man f * that h? made ufe of 
various and powerful methods, as well to 
deter him from the commiffion of fin, as 
to keep him ftedf^ft in the pradice fiif 
virtue. . ! . 

It has been already obfepved, that ^* tb© 
JceJ of ?he woman was finally to dei^roy 
the power and tyranny of fin and Sataji, by 

s Gen, vi. j, 

his 
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hiB ftcady attachment to tnath and rightcout- 
nefs. Now this confideration mull naturally 
infpire all wife and thinking parents with a 
deep concern and zealous care, that their 
children might be inftrufted hi the principles 
of religion , and trained up in the paths of virtue* 
And fuch care they muft ftill be the more 
anxious to employ^ becaufe they perceived, 
that all their hopes, both for themfelves and 
their pofterity, depended upon this reftitude 
or laprightnefs of difpofition ; without which 
ft was impofliblc that any of them could be 
the promifed feedj who was to reftore again 
the human race to its original puriiy and 
perfeftion*. 

Here then was laid an excellent founda- 
tion for the inftrudlion and improvement of 
the rifing generations* And the fuperftruc- 
tiare erefted upon it was equally good* For, 
as they advanced in life, thofe documents of 
virtue, which they had received in their 
youths were ftiil renewed from time to time ; 
being conftantly inculcated and enforced on 
itheir minds by the enjoined obfervance of 

' Rev. exam, vol. !• diflert. be. p. 155- 

K .4 th|5 
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the eftabjjlhed r^s of worihip. For cy^ry- 
f^bbath, which fhey celebrated in its jyeekly" 
return— ^very facrifice which they offered—- 
a^d • every; pu})li9 a£t of religion tjaey per- 
formed, fcrvjed xo conyiiupe them of tlie ma- 
lignant and deftruGiye nature of fin, as well 
as to imprefsi them with a due fenfe of the 
neceffity of holinefs. - " ' 

By thefe means, which were all Jianding 

p[ieans of infitrudion, the inhabitants pf the 

pl(J world, h^d.they npt^eep greatly want- 

ii>gto themfelves, njight have m^dea truly 

^?udable prpf^c^ejacy ipr the knowledge ancj 

pr^ftice of religion. Negligent, however, a^ 

they were; when they became degenerate, 

^d had fooliflily deviated frorp the path of 

duty, the occafynal tranfa£l:i.ons of the times, 

thp indd^^aj d\{pUys of divine government, 

fijpplied thQm with powerful and awakening 

rpotives to fecal them to repentajice and a 

t^etter life, . ^ . \ , 

. Their great Father continued among themt 

.a^(?ve nine hundred yc^x^yjL living monument 

both .of the, j*jftice and pprcy of God: a 

living naonumeut^of his extreme hatred and 

. ' abhor- 
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abhorrence of fin ; as well as of his tender 
love, and compaflionate regard for the 
finner: — and therefore, a montiraent, one 
would conceive, that muft daily fuggefl: 
fuch arguments to -their thoughts, as could 
Jiardly fail either to awe, or to allure them^ 
into ftri£ler obedience. 

And the fame moral inftru£tions were alfo 
conveyed by other occurrences. For, as the 
punifhment of Cain exhibited to the world a 
wofuj proof of the dire effe£ts of vice and 
impenitence ; fo was the exaltation of Enoch 
into heaven, one of the nobleft incif^^ents, 
that can well be imagined, to the confcien- 
tioiis praftice of piety and goodnefs. 

Add to thefe, as operating to the like pur- 
pofes, the frequent exhortations and admoni* 
tions of their prophets; and more efpeciaUj^ 
•thattremendouspuniftimentdenouncedagainft 
them by the prophet Enoch : who, fore*- 
feeing it would beexecuted hy^deluge^ impofed 
on his fon the name of Methufelah, by way 
of fign and confirmation of it. For the word, 
Methufelah, imports, that, when the perfbn 
, fp called is dead, there (hall enfue an inunda- 

tion 
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iwn ofwaicrs\ And fo exafl:ly did the cyeat 
Icorrefpond; with his name, that in the very 
year he died, the earth was overwhelrne4 by 
the delu^, * 

Now, after the delivery of this alarming 
pM>phecy, tranfmitted to us by St. Jude ; 
fuch was the patience and long-fufFering q( 
God, that they had no lefs than eight hundred 
years allowed them., to reflet on their con- 
dition ; to repent of their wickednefs ; apd 
(to Amend their ways^ A>Tud in the sCourfe of 
this time they were moreover folicited', en- 
couraged, and admopifhed to the due per- 
formance of thefe uecefl^ry duties, by the 
repeated inftrudlions and good examples of 
thofi; holy men, who were fent among,theiii 
as ** preachers of righteoufuefs^*• 

* Ira Enoch j^rophcta fimimiis, com prophctkro (pjrttu praevU 
^fTet cladem iilam (diluvium) filii mortem ^tlmTubfecuturani, 

vocavit ilium rhUt^TM^ Methufelnh, Quo uomiue fignificab^t 
ilatim zHo mortuo tutu ram cm'JJionem five aquarum inundqtionem in 
pcrnicieni muiwli totius. Bochakt. Phaleg. lib. II. c. xiri^ 

p. lOO. 

* Of whom, it (hould leem, there were no lefs than eighty 
For St. Peter calls Noah oy^bo*- JwawajJ>n« ui^vKa, z V^U ii. 5. 

5 But, 
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But, notwithftatiding thefe methods of 
mercy and monition, yehich God in his good- 
nefs employed for their amendment; yet, 
when he enme again> at^he end of this pe- 
riod, to take cognizance of what they had 
done, he found them immerfed ftiil deeper in 
vice and fenfuality ; <* being then really no* 
thing but flefh »* ;*' that is, entirely devoted 
to fenfual gratifications, and cdnftantly pur-- 
filing ♦* jhe works pf the flefli.'* 
. - >iow, the works pf the fle(h have in all 
ages been ever the fame. And were there- 
fore in the antedlluvhnj as in the apoftoUcal 
times, rooft probably thefe : " Adultery, 
fornication, uncleannefs, lafcivioufnefs, ido* 
latryv, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emula- 
tions, wrath, ftrifc, feditipns, herefies, en- 
vyings, murders, drunkennefs, rcvellings, 
and fuch like*'*—, vices that called, efpe- 
cially when grown to fuch enormous 
height, for a fignal and fpeedy vengeance. 

Accordingly the Lord (having before ad- 
ipiniftered proper confolation to his few, 

^ Gen; vi. 5. 

faithful 
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faithful, <^vants) y nQ5y pofitively affured 
-this impious geberatioe^ that his. fpirit would 

neither 

y That they (hould receive fuch confolations was manifeftly nc- 

cefiary for ^ek encouragement laMell-doing : and that xhey did 

fecei?« them as. plably ii^glied ifk that prophecy of I^u^ecl;!* 

which he delivered at his fon's birth; ** This fatoefhall comfort 

us concerning our work and toil (labour) of our hands, becaufe 

«f the ground which the Lord hath curfed/' Gen. v* 29. The 

/^fe of which^ varioufly interpreted, paiTage ieems to m^ to be, 

in ihort, as follows — •* This fame Noah (hall bring us full and 

ample comfort for all the pains and difficulties we have under- 

-gonc in fupporting the caufe of trutSi and virtue. Through him 

•if will appear^ t^at our labour is n€>t in vain in th^ Lord. For 

when God comes to punilh the ungedly, and to deft roy the 

world by a deluge, (fee note * p. 138) he will give us, in the 

•pcrfon of this hvan, a fignal inftance of his tender regard fw the 

•good and drightcnus^ . For he will o^iuluft him fafdy through that 

jjcrilous fcene, and land him fecurdy on a new world, which we 

may look upon as an earned of that future inheritance, which it 

Veferved for ils, who have walked in the fame paths of rightcotif- 

^neffeJ* Comp, K[d). xi. 7. — To.makq out this meaning, t con- 

^ccivc.that the words — " Our work, and labour of our hands — ** 

fliould be taken here, as they are often elfevvhere, in a mar^Iy and 

not in a natural^ fenfe — and that the " curfe^ here mentioned 

ha$ n^ reference to that denounced at the fall, but means the 

.dedru^Uon to which the earth was devoted, and which was ac^ 

compliflicd by the deluge; as will appear to any one, who conA- 

* pares Gen. ch. v. 25, with ch. viii. 21. 

LuD. Cappellus, in his Comment on the place, confiders it 

nearly in the fame light. Seiifus ergo fimpliciffimus ell : Gaudebit 

terra. 
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neither ftrive, nor his patience; bear -an/ 
longer with them^ than for the .fp4cc 6f an 
hundred and twinty yeahs i and that he wasr 
then determined^ if his vengeante;was not 
averted by their amcndtrieht, to deffroy.thcni 
by an utter ekcifiou from the edrtfh. 

But this denunciation^ like the former^ 
inftead of producing its deflred effedy and 
bringing them back to penitence and piety, 
fcrved only, by the perverfenels of their in^ 
corrigible difpofitions, to harden them tbt 
more in their wickednefs: infbmuch, that 
when God, towards tlie clofe of this moment 
tons period, infpeded their conduifl the third 
time ; he faw they had filled up the meafurc 
ef their iniquities; and were completely 
fitted for that approaching de{tra£iioni to 
which ehcy had been juftly devoted* Such, 
I fay, was their ftate, when Odd beheld 
them tlie third time. For it is a. point 
worthy of obfervation, that in tbd accou^ 

terra, exultabunt pii homines^ quum Dd jufiidKin in impios ho- 
itiines tihdiaam fub hoc meto filkr futarairii itovamqttc muttii 
fiuriem per earn exoriturain, m notra hominuin fobole ex eo eips- 
natura, confpcfturi funt. . , 

I here 
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here given of the growing degeneracy of 
mankind, there are thne gradations diftinftl/ 
Ipecificd ; each of them in fucceffion furpaf* 
fing the other^ and appearing in blacker CO'^ 
lours. At the third verfe of this chapter*^ 
the3r are defcribed as «< carnal-^** fulfilling 
the iufts of the flefh. At verfe tht fifths they 
are repreiented as fixed and rooted in their 
vices*-*" their wickednefs was great; and 
every imagination of the thoughts of theit: 
hearts was only evil continuaLlV.*' This 
is ftrong painting : ahd yet, at the eleventh 
verfe, it is flill greatly heightened. For 
there, the ground is faid to be tainted with 
their fins ; and to groan under the weight of 
their iniquities-**-". The earth was corrupt 
before God, and the earth was fiiltd. with 
violence*/' Now, by corAup'Tion the moft 
approved of the Jewiflx writers generally un- 
derftand idolatry^ and the tranfgreffionof what 
We call t]xtfirjl table 9f the law : and by vio- 
lENCE is plainly meant every kind of inhu* 
manity and injufticef or the total breach of 

'^- Gen, vi, 

* Vide MuNJTtR* ct Vbtabl* iJ^c. in low 
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the fecond table: and therefore, from both 
cxpreffions taken together, wc may juftfy 
conclude, that the human race was, at this 
time, fo far loft to all fenfc of religion and 
.morality, as to be entirely regardlefe of 
every duty, which they owed either to God 
or man \ 

Noah indeed preferved his integrity ; and 
ftood, amidft the general corruption, a (ingu« 
lar example of true piety and virtue. This 
diftinguifhed behaviour entitled him there- 

^ If the foregoing account of the moral date of tKeantedlliK 
vian world be admitted as tolerably juft, then the Praapia itt«H 
cbidanmy or the precepts delivered to the fims oiNaab^ ivili ap- 
pear to fland on good grouad; as being wdl adapted to theton- 
dition of the times, and feemingly founded on the reafba of things*. 
For if mankind, forgetful of God, were then prone and given to 
tdolatiy ; how neceflary was it, that they (hould be firongly ptt>- 
hihited that pnu%oeby a pofitive htw, I(L De cultu extraneo ; aail 
brought back to a due fenfe of the divine tjiajefy by a ML De ma- 
ledid^ione nominis fandtiffimi, vel numinis I If they wete vioknt^ 
cruel, and revengefidy how proper was it to reftrain their paffions 
by a Illd. law, De effufione fanguiais > If lujifut and d^audfid, by 
a IVth, De non revelanda turpitudiue? H rafasl^us ^xiifiauduleai^ 
by a Vth. De furto ac rapina? And, if regardlcfs oi iufiice and 
•quiify by a Vlth, De judiciis, feu regimine for^fi ac bbedifntia 
civili ? &c. Thefe laws, thus applied, derin; weight from the 
llate of the world ; ^4 ^ the fame time thiow U^ apqn.it. 

fore 



14* S E R M O.N VL 

fore to diftinguiflied favour : which he acr 
cordingly experienced in the wonderful pre- 
fervation of himfelf and faniily. ** For the 
Lord knoweth'' as well " how to deliver the 
godly from diftrefs and danger, as to re-^ 
ferve the unrighteous to the day of judgr 
ment, to be puniChed *" with a feverity pro7 
portioned to their guilt and wickednefs. And 
this day was. now haftening towards all them 
that dwelt on the earth. For^ fince they had 
all, by their degeneracy, utterly defeated 
the defigns of Providence ; and could by na 
means be brought to aiifwer the proper ends 
of their creation : nay, fince they lived ia- 
<!eed to fuch purpofes^ as were dire£lly coa-* 
trary to thofe ends, and wholly deftruftivd 
of them — lived only to rebellion and dilbbe- 
dience to their maker; and to their own mu^ 
tyal mifery and deftruftion ** : fince this, t 
fay, was the cafe with them; it was cer- 
tainly high time, that God, in mercy as 
well as juftice, fliould put a fpcedy period 
to .their exiftence-^as being the only way to 

* • 2 Pet. Vu 9. 
' Revdadoa Eattkn* ^.L difl*. ix. p; 163. 

' * clear 
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<!it» tin world of that edrrtt|>fion, Which, 
tbldAgh fh<! eonffe 4>f (b eiMif centuries, he 
had Idbottred in vaia to corre£l: ittid ifemed^. 
Aecopdinjgly^ thefelbre^ wheti «the long- 
fuftetii^,** With Which he waited it) the 
days of Noah ; and << eh« preparatien of the 
a#kS** the laft eSbrt of his mercy'/ <:ould 
ha^ fid ^e€t tf pen thedi ; he ehdn fii^itd 
his indrgikjiition to srile; gaine a loofe to his 
vengeatioet liod delivered them all, at once, 
€o death-^*^ brit^Og in theptooo i;rpon the 
wof Id of the ungodfy f.*' 

Should it boW b^ aflted, ^ Why did Ood 
Ddike U(& Of »hi»i tathef thaiih any othet 
method ?^ The anTwer, I tfahik, u eafy : 
Becatife it was the ptrqierelf , and the mod 
condudve to the purpo^^ of hb providence; 
fhe moft Adequate to his grand defign. Ido- 
Isttry, it i^ evident, could liot be ejctirpated ; 
p^y And^ vktue could not be reftored ; till 
that incorrigible race was utterly deftroyed, 
«^ & h^^ tht^odoced iti its ftead. 

* I Pet. iii. i«; 
' 1 tet. ii. 5. 

Vofc. I. L " But 
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" But the deftriKSlion 6f thofe, impenitents 

might have^beepi accompliihed^ you .^il\ fay, 

by varipua fl/i&^r njieans, a^.weJJLa^ hyadehge.*^ ' 

Doubtleis . it might.^ . But what if their de- 

.ftru<3:ion wasnpt^ the whole joten;:? What 

Jf God had farther €i^d9;in . viewj refpefting 

;.tho{e wh^Or furyived ? How mil maftjert ^ftaud 

jthen? It is BO unreafonpye fupppfition, thi|S. 

-For, as the foiis of Noabj had converfed .a 

long tune wjth that corrtupt and (inful gene- 

j-ation ; and were perhaps,. /ome of them, 

clofely conneded with th§ appftate line; it 

is more than/probable, that they Wesr^iRfomc 

degree infedjid with'tbe idolatrous principle^ 

.and vicious pra^Sices of tji? agev Whfat thofe 

fraaices were^ we have already, .fe?eii ^ ; and 

fland in need qf no farther infprfnaii(H>^hout 

them. But with regard to the prjAciplfs of 
.the times, as they are the^gfand key to, this 
jdifpenf^lion, it may be of ufe to cpnfider 

them here ^gain. . ./ ; 

There is a qertainpredift^on ooncfirjpiicig the 

inhabitants of the old world, attributed to 

Enoch, and preferved by Tertulliaii, which 

8 Pag^ 139, '. ' 

-^ ' •' Tets 
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^ts fbrA 'their Vdrigloufe t^^^ in a clear 
Hght. *NdW^ frdnhf'this predkaion it appears, 
that they w^fre^fef-ddcply immerfed in fuper- 
ftitibrf and er^-oiir,' as to deify all nature :— 
•^tliat all the^Wmenfe, the whole furniture 
*< of the uni^^erfe,i^hiiig8 4n heaven, things 
<^6n earth; knd fhiftgs under the earth, were 
^*4(!fverz\iy ^petv'citttd'by f heift to the vile pur- 
«^-|fG&s of idtokwy J and let up as objedls of 
*« dJVlnc^ worfhipT**;** In a word, it appears; 
Chat they confecrated and adored almoO: every 
thiiig, ekcept-Him, who alone* is truly ado- 
tible : and Him they werfe* in- no wife dil^ 
pofeid toferve. - ' 

'" Now, if the Tons of Noah were in* any 
degree tin£lured;^With thefe notions^ mid in* 
ctitied to follow fuch examples ^ ;• they Were 

. ;/ ; fo 

^ Antcce0erat Enoch praediccnsi omnia clcmenta, omnem 
mandi cenfum, quas cselo, •qlise man, <]use terra condnentur, lA 
idololatnam verAu^ort d9hx>nist ft ipimpsjdcfenorttm angpLorum, 
ut pro Deo adverfusDominum confecrarentur. ike. Tertull. 
de Idololatria § iv« 

« Cham, hlius Noe, faperflitionibus illis et facrilegis artibu* 
infec^us fuit. Cassian. iipud Kirchbr. Dbclifc. Pamph. 
lib, I. c. i. 

L % Ler4 
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jb fytf the kr» HlMly f» (i«{(erv0 afyl flMi}|iti9« 
the true ftligtOfi in iC9 gfaoutii* ftatu tod' j^*' 
thy. And bad ttMjr denting i» thul di%OM 
fition» tb« dofiglk Of Providence niigjil h«ir4^ 
bcetf vmrly (tn&me^i 9» *< i^u^koSti^ 
Lord muft h»yiB iitiled lit tlmt hands.*' 

The iee«nt>! ^f vdigioii fherfifQvev «sd lb9 
iatereft ef movftliQr* plaiiUy M^wliidi |i^ 
the prefeut maiit^KhtioD IhmM tuny lb«ie«» 
thiog in its Oaivireafid fbnby «q«»l}y »4»ptod 
to ^ot^ifM^ tkem of tibe ^voneoiiififir* 0f 
thb^ {(rinci|^l«8y as to deter theor from tiwi 
{«^i)(e of the. feremeniiiQQed vic«9» Af)4 
what, I beieech 700, cquld Wtfi^r fd^e* 
thefe (erera) parpofe^ tbaii tl^ y&fy tr s^c> 
tiQii we are ttow eoofideriogf 

If it rdally waff« a» it fe^nw e> l^aye kf^ 
the prevailing (pinion of thofe times, that 
the world was felf-e;siftentt independent and 
eternal; then the Almighty^ to a0Ure and 
convince them that he botb made 9^ get? 

Lord KARRiNiiToi!? in his Expofition ef ; I^et. tu> <7— ^t^ 
makes it extrein^;|r probably, that all Noah'« f6n|, &c. w^ dB^ 
obedient and irre^ous till they enttSrecf Info ih<( jtrlT-rrffhere 
they reformed and BecailwpemteDt. SAlc^. Satn, Wt. iii. p. i^ 

note'ed. ^.70. 

vcrned 
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▼emel itt did, «s it vrtrt, tiomake k again : 
inverting its laws, and abolifliing its order. 
' Aspire have fbmei'eafon to befieve,-«(nt 
tHft wdttr and aSr -wen tlieir chief dtvtnities ; 
ibtviei aceordtngfy find, thatOod made tiem 
^ chief ioAruments of bis wrath and vefi- 
|e«^ce. ' 

As ^fae emib was perhaps efteemed thd 
too^et oif the gods— of thofe animal, fep-> 
lUe, and vegetdfale deities, that fyhMed on 
its (vnftxM ; ^ the Lord ^deftroyed tlie earii 
tlni Its ftodioGtSt together With ev«-^ ant<» 
mal ; fuch only eArepted as were pt^ferved 
in tlie «i^ for die jreftoration Of die fpecies. 

Atid itk the fens of Noah fhould attrl« 
%(pt6 'Am terribk execution to the age&ey 
Md piswef of ibme iM& d^i^ \ God for^els 
!A(6i& lliat htmielf would do it, and fpeciifiei 
1^ citne and manner of it. •* A^er ievea 
^k^ MMId I-^** not any of your ima^-^ 
iwry^^ieSi^but «* I Jbhotar do bring a 
Aood ^ witefs Aipori the earth, to deftroy ail 
tMk^ nAie^Dt is Che breath of Hfr, from 

"Seeltxlm./. 

L j under 



under .heaven. Every, .ttjieg ri>at if iart)i^ 
earth (hall die ^'•' ♦ .^ i . ;.— v.-? 

. .,Xhis. marvellous cve^it ; t^^reforc^ pji^he 
avowed work ai?d; opei-atiQn o/?Qk)d, di^ nQt| 
only, ferve to enforce on ^lecr raiiids ^ftfQtig- 
coAvidion of his rupremacyjaQdjpovver j . bui; 
carried alfo a fenfible confutation of aUtJjpie 
impious . and. fatal v opinions /on ^ whiclj. ;^hc 
ancient idolatry was founded^, It clearly; 
ihewed, that Jehovah had no rival; ar^fint^ 
^tQ. him only belongcd.gk)ryf^ dominion,. an4 
power; fib tp him-cwily ^ih^uld ba %ive^ 
worlhip, adoration, and pr^ifc.* ^ ; > .^^,., 
I have no qccafion to obfpjrvey^fpr it iS;e$^ 
treniery'virible,- with whal iruefiftiblci^fof ce 

;hisp\^niAimentof the wicked,, by the yj^fjf 
thipgs wherein they had finned, ipuft Qpe{^6 
pp the- minds of Noah's . family,; jvl^p wcjr? 
eye.w4ti;effeiiofit.:hpwat4n^fl:aw^ 
i^ttention; fill. them, withjthe; moft av^ful 
jideas ,of pod' s holinefs; and pqrity ; • eon vif^^ 
theiaa-ofiii& unchangeable ayeriipn |5o fipi an4 
abhorrence of its abettors ; and confequqftt^ly 
deter them from the like provocations. For 

^ pen. VI. i7.~vii, 4, 10. 

*'" '"' * whatever 



SERMON VI: tst^ 

whatever prefumption the long-fuffenng' of 
God tai;igfit have nourifhed before iti ther 
breafts of daring atad hardened iinners ; yet 
now, the vain hopes of efcaping his. venge-^ 
ance, otberwife than by repentance and 
a g6od life, muft all* neceflarily vanifh — » 
muft all die, "abfdrbed ^aiid burifed in the 
comnK>n wreck of' tfee Shattered iworld. 

If we Jimit the xlfcfign of Providence in 
this tremeiid&us^ event, to the bare dtjftroc-* 
tion of (Hofe who periflied ; I caln fee no 
good reafoff, 1 own," why the Deity (hbu 14 
tife ' fuch ia complicated method, and fiim- 
mon alPtbe ele'mente, to put it in execiition ; 
•^fmde,*' without thfele, they: might'hav4 
fulkti down with* one' blaft/ being* perfccuted 
of v^rigWattCei and icatteYed abroad with the 
breath? of 'his powcp«i i*^ much- lefs can 1 "id 
courtt, Why the earth was demolffti^d, and 
every living cffifature d'eftroyed. But, if we 
vieVv" this trtf^nfaftion ^in the light iris here 
jplaced ;- and coniider it a$ moreover intended 
to<arf-efl tlie errcursoi'^htm that were pre* 
fecved; then every circumftance; will carry 

La with 
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i^ith it its u& and heimtf i w^ thfi mk6h 
wiU appear to have b^m ivdf red «od qvh^ 
du^tod wcQor^g eo the tolesof <jpA^«tfi»l« 
wKdom. 

Baviqg ibtts feen tlw mUm «od pfop^ietf 
of this Afpfiu&tHith trifih re^rd to the ftatf 
•nd QQuditioii of the iwoi<ld» at the time wbmi 
Providence fairought it i»,ps(^i k now mly, 
KPmn%t thwt wedftw fbo« it iIm» fiopfer ^ 
fei«nc«* feipe^iig owielves and t»«r ow» 
times. For fi)ch is the ^«>ifrQ of thuib 4il^ 
peik&tiona, which uns reiHwdel in SecipimDr j 
and fo widely am ihey sxtended hy tkm 
vmvy of defigo» which j»m J^toH^thfima 
th«t the evtf)t« whH;h hi|>p«ii9ji 19 the tiir- 
lieftages *«4re profitabbr for eorrc^R 4rMl 
inftrudUon in righceanftftfA"," tve^ lo 1^ 
Uteft generstioas. The thii»^ th9% h§Sf 
pened w thfi amediiuvim, (mrrjed iheir kh 
fluence dowQ through the »4>oi>» mi ai» 
meant to operate to the ooHf^AOl^A'VMK* 
f» They l«ippefiedto/ii!«»f^eniki»f>^M m4 
are written fca* mir admonittoa'*.;*^ **^t9 th« 

oa'Hm.m.aiu . ' . 

* I Cor. X. II. 

* intent. 
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ktmtf tfa^t nie ihooU ilot krft tfter evii 
thag^ asthef Ibrmpily ittAedf :-^'' to tbe 
intene, that we nugbtieam Atiiiiom at chm 
axfriico^ ttor prefimie (a folUm* them ia tite 
«ei(|!» of diiobdiciice; «« isoofidering the 
okH'^ the ^Hoftroni ood, <^ of thek pootvier^ 
fetbttiU*' 

icr«ligioii and Idoiaccft pro^daoififa »id 
iiiuiM»al>Qr are ia thetrowii tatune^ and ac^ 
cording to the ellabliihod ordorof thmgs^ in* 
jmioiis and detrimoeai to iwn^ aiad this 
conKkferatioo mif^ in xeafim to put tts upoa 
ouir guardagabft. them* But if neither the 
dafbatesof reaiM^ the. adbtnaoitionB oT ieve^ 
iatiooiy nor die jnconvetiiesicfis we feel in a 
wrong courier can preyait upon ns to dor»& 
our lufiloings; then God MmS^^ ^^ goresv 
nour dt the woiddt is obliged to taktt us intft 
hi^ own handa^ and M urge its with fbrever 
and. more extcaovdioary infti£tions» How 
<< fearful a thing it 19 to fall into the liands 
«f die Jrring Ood%'* the inftancebefixens is 

^ iCof. x.^, 
< Heb.xui«7. 
' Heb«x. 31. 

7 an 
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an aI«Dniiang pro6£!: fiiit ir**'they, who dtfft 
pifed'* fl»-i^&W/7tf^;/i^;^|nra|dlets, and the Icfk 
perfeft ** law** that was then gi^reri^ *^ died 
withoiit OTetcy;** ?' of how much forcr |m-» 
nifliment, fuppofe* yc, iball he* be' thought 
worthy^ who liath trodden under fbo't\ the 
Son of God — and hath counted the "hteod df 
ihe covenant^ wherewith' lie < was iknBti&hd^ 
an unholy tbmg«-~and hath done de^ite 
unto' the fpirit of grace » H' * . ' i * . . . 

e That our hearts therefore may be prcfetrved 
under an awful itnprefiioh of the divine judge- 
inents^ ler us frequently ;riicditate' oathofe 
diiplays^of.them, ' which.' are fet before ti3"ili 
the f holy Scriptures. And. when -we reflcdi 
that the ** old world,"' for the' wickednefe 
c£ it? inhabitants, "'peri£hed by wiftr;;'* 
idt us alfo; remember, 'that ** the prefent 
world is. kept; in ftore^ -referved "unto. jfrir 
againft the day of judgment, and ^he per- 
dition of ungodly men V*^- -^ ! * 
c: /And'jincethe one elendept will as ciertainly 
drffbhe " the world that nowis,'' as ev^rthe 

• He^x. 28, 29. 

* 2 Pen iii. 6, 7. . . . ' 

rir» Qtber 
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ether deluged " the world that then was;** 
let us endeavour, like Noah, by keeping the 
ways of truth and piety, to fecure the pro- 
tedion and favour of God ; that, when the 
time comes, we may finally, like him, be 
fafely guarded, conduded and admitted' into 
" that new heaven and new earth — ^^ into 
that glorious and eternal kingdom, which 
God hath prepared for them that love him ; 
and « in which dwelleth righteoufnefs,** 
peace, joy and happinefs for ever-more. 
Now to God the Father, &c. Amen. , 
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Gen. xi. ver. 4— (. 

yW they/aidj Ga to, let us huild us a ctty^ duj 
a tower t wtm/e tep may reach uttio heaveni 
and Ut us make us a Mme<, t^ we hefcatterei 
{Aroad i^n the face of tie whole earth, 

jtnd the Lord came down to fie the ct/y and 
the tower, which the chUdren of men itatUeeL 

Aid the Lord faid. Behold , the people is oWt 
and they have all one language i and thit 
they kegm to do: and now noting wiU he 
retrained from them^ which they hone ima-» 
f^nedtodo. 

Go to, let us go down, and there confound their 
khguagOi that th^mt^Hot mekrfiaid one 
4lfioihir^s Jjffech. 
'■ - ■ ■ ^ 
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So the I^ord fcattered them abroad from thence 

upon the face of all the earth : and they left 

off' to build the city. 

TfK T EN Noalj was landed <3p tbp^ pre-. 
▼ V fent , earth," and happily law his 
piety rewarded with fuch an amazing in- 
ftance of divine favour ; there is no room to 
doubt, but that he made religion his chief 
concern, and zealoufly' propagated it among 
Jhis pofterity*^ T^hofe, religious .notions and 
cuftoms \ which his *fons * and'tlieir^defcen- 
Rant's earned down, along witti thefti mtb the 
leveral^cduhtries ui yvhich they 'fettled, ' are 
incoriteftahle proofs of ^1s Care ^andf. diligence 
yi.tbi^relpedt. 



t}iQ^.mdiuftry of Nos^h* in * j^rovidih^ for the 
Inflfudtph* oif thp ;7^w ;* yet' maivkind ih a 
ffibrt 'time'dcgeneVated 'Sgilri^-'^aRa uiViilt apace 
towa^rds the fam,e ftate of depf^va'ilon, 'that 

between Chii and m^n^ tec; the cuftom of^^J/ita^gi and the 
•b&rvation oixYitJabhatb^ or keepiaei'tf^' the}?vM/J'day, «c. 

^^6 we 
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vrc. have. repreJfented them to. have been in 
be&ire tho floodv 

, . Now, that the:vrorid (hould degenerate fo 
faft, and forget fo foon the firfl: principles of 
true, religion, J is what feems, in the opinion 
of a noble author, tcx be utterly incredible. 
But his opinion vof things would have been 
very different,:, had. he read the Scripture^ 
as he ought.to, have done, with, Icls preju* 
dice, and with more attention* For then 
he would have found it fo far from being 
,«* impoffible, for any man . in his f^nfes to 
believe, that a tradition, derived from God 
himftlf, (hould be loft, in the covf rfe of fb 
few generations, amongft the greateft.part 
of mankind; or,.' that poly theifm and ido«- 
latry fhould be eftabliflied on the ruins of it 
in the days of Serug, before thofe of 
Abraham,, and fo foon. after the deluge^— ^* 
that, on the contrary, every man in his i^nfes^ 
who confiders the tendencies and operations 
of things, muft neceflarily conclude frqm the 
account which the facred hiilorian has.given 
.us, that fuch corruptions would .take place; 

r . > I^rd Boj,ii^otxoKt*$ V^orks, vol. lY. Gfiiy 11. p. jio« 

and, 
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and, onlefs prevented hj finale extraordinarf 
providence, be likely to extirpate the kiiow<> 
ledge and worihip ^ thertroe God htm off 
the face of the whole earth* 

It (hall therefore be my bufinds in diik 
DUcourfe, to explain* in the 

'. Firft place, how thefe corrupeions cAxibt 
te be tntrodoced; or« in other words, how 
idolatry aiid wickednefs came to fjpnad and 
prevail b the world fo very ^n afte^ the 
deluge. 

And, when they did prevail, to ifaew, 
in tjie 

SeccMxd place. How txceltemly well the 
BRrade of the text, the con&fioo of lan- 
guages, wsM adapts fo> check th«ir iaatltft 
and progre&r 

When die deluge had retiredi and the 
graund was'becofoe cafoble of frefli cultiv^ 
tion, God^ for the eiiasorageffient of Ndab, 
ID proceed with siamy in that tuxeSlkty 
workt declai«d<.-^thaty notwithftandtog the 
fature proi\rocationft ^ men, ,be was fiaUy 
detiunnmed, ticrpttYfo deftmyche eaoth ^ain, 
in th« maittict be bad now done. Bt»C as 

there 
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there appeared then no evil in the worlds 
Noah perhaps might wonder, whence thofe 

. future provocatidns could arilc; or what 
could poflibly give occafion to them. Hence 
therefore the declaration, at the fame time 
that it brought him the aflurance he wanted* 
led him to the knowledge of the poitit he 
fought. For thus faid the Lord-«^" I will 
not again curie the ground any more for 
xnan^s fake ; though the imagination of n^an^g 
lieart is evil from his touTH^** Now here^ 
when the jir^ claufci " I will not again 
curfe the ground,** conveyed to Noah the 
necelTary confolation ; for what other pur- 

. pofe, but for hi& information concerning the 
introdudion of evil, could the latur claufe 
be added? And whatelfe, in due con{^ru£tion 
of language, could he reaibnably underdand 
by it^ but that, though, iniquity had not 
fprung forth, yet God faw the laten): feed^ 
of it lurking in the heart of one, of his fons ? 
or rather, asi it fhould feem by the tiirn of 

y Gen. vii. 21. 

Vol. 1. M |he 
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the expreflion, lurking in th6 heart of his 
youffge/ifouy Ham'. 

As this fenfe of the paflage ftands fup- 
ported by the grammatical conftruftion, lb 
rs it confirmed by the event that followed. 
For we advance but a little way farther in 
the courfe of this hiftory , before we difcover 
a ftrange perverfenefs in the conduct of Ham: 
before we difcover thofe feeds of iniquity, 
which had hitherto lain dormant in his hearty 
fcurfting out at once into a fhameful irreve- 
rence towards his father^ and horrid impiety 
againft God: irreverence to his father, in 
openly expofing and deriding his naked- 
nefs • — impiety againft God, by his taking 
occafion from thence, as the Jewifh writers 
interjpret the iaflioiT, to make the promife of 
the Meffiah a lubjeft of ridicule. 

This wasr a crime of an heinous nature — 
as it evidently arofe from a fpirit of infide- 
lity ; tended to defeat the purpofe of Pro- 
vidence J iEtnd alfo to deftroy the hopes of 
the world. It was therefore a crime that 

» Gen. iat.. 34.. 
I ^ Ibid* 22. ■ 

defer«d 
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QeierVed to be feverely puniflied. Arid ac* 
tordingly God, having obviated the mil^ 
chiefs of it by a itpetttioii of the. promife t6 
Sheni and Japheth, paflfed upon Ham ^ 
judgment fuitable to his profanehefs and im**- 
piety. He cut him off from the bleffing he 
had defpifed ; and devoted his pofterity t6 
the gfievous cUrfe of being ^* fervants of 
fervAnts to their brethren ^/* 

Wheti Hafti and his pdfterity found them- 
ftlves under this nlalediftion, and clearly de- 
ferted of Gdd j it is natural to conclude, that 
they> in their turn, deferted him * and to- 
tally renounced his religion and fervice ! Ic 
is natural to conclude, that in their fubfe* 
^ quent feparation from the reft of their bre'-* 
threii^ who were now become odious to theni, 
they chofe for themfelves nvw gods, as their 
guides and protedtors in their new fettle- 
ment. They fettled, it fhould feem, firft 
in Arabia; commonly ftiled in Scripture^ 
" the Eaji.'' But where-ever they fettled, 
they carried with them a fenfe of the cuffe : 
and that fenfe would naturally prompt therii 

^ Cen. ix. 2^— 37, 

M z to 
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to provide againft it, as well as they coirld^ 
.The beft provifion they could perhaps thiqk 
.of, might be (he exercife of arms : to which 
.therefore, it is to- be Jirppofed, they would 
apply thcmfelves in a fpecial manner. And 
.hence they might foon become, as the hiftory 
tells v>s they did become, ** mighty ones ia 
^ the earth ^'^ Confcious of their ow» ftrength^ 
and elated perhaps with the appear^jnce of fe- 
curity, they might think now of reverfing 
the doom ;: and inftead of fubmitting to be 
fubjedt to their brethren, might arrogantly at- 
tempt to bring theijf brethren into fubjedioii? 
to themfelves. 

Thus CMae would reafoa on the principles 
,of nature. And in ex;acl conformity to this 
train of reafoningy Mofes aflures us, that they 
:a£lually <' made a journey," that is, a war- 
tlike expedition^ '' from the Eaft^;"' pafled 
> over the Euphrates ; atid violently feized oa 
*• the land of Shinar,'*' which was part of the 

* Gen. X. 8^ 
; * Gcii. xi. a. where the word VD i fignifies not only to jmr^ 
«(y, hMt to journey with an hofiik inient. Sec Daueitz on the 
RevJ* ch.:xvii, ii 

inheritance 
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inheritance of the ions of Shera. The inha- 
bitants of this land they foon fubdued : and 
then, in the true fpirit of policy, built cities 
Or forts at convenient diftancest to awe, and 
keep them in proper fubjeftion. ^ From 
hence they went out into Aflyria';" made 
(here the like conqueft ; and built cities with' 
the like .intent — to fecure the fidelity and 
obedience of the vanquifhed^ 

This was a deep-laid fcheme ; excellently 
calculated to fupport their tyranny; and 
therefore w^orthy of the hiftorian's notice^ 
however it may have efcaped the notice of hii 
readers. The author of this fcheme (planned, 
by the bye, as an introduction chiefly to a 
ftill more daring one) was Nimrod, the 

^ Gen. 1. 1 1. See the margitiai reading; theTarg. of Onkb^ 
los, and of JoK. B. UztEL ; BocHart. Phaleg lib. iv. c. xii* 
p. 259,^&c. Others, following the reading of the text, msuntaiif 
that Ahur built Nineveh, and not Nimrod. 

^ If we fuppofe Ninus to be the (ame with Nimrod, the msurf 
tines of this account, however diftorted, may yet be traced in the 
Kiftoty of Cteiias, copied by Diodorus SicuhiS} Biblioth. Hifior. 
fib. ii. in prbcipio% 

^ 3 gtandfoH 
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grandfoft of Ham ; whom the Scripture ftiles 
in our verfion, ** a mighty hunter before 
the Lord 8;" but fome of the ancient inter- 
preters of Scripture, << a mighty rebel agatn/l 
the Lord V 

That he was indeed a " rebel," his very 
name implies * : and that his rebellion con- 
fined principally in idolatry^, is the general 
fufFrage of all antiquity. That he conveyed 
his idolatrous principles and practices into 
every place, where he carried his arms^ ja 
not only probable from the early cuftom, 
which obtained in the world, of obliging 
the conquered nations to embrace the reli- 
gion of the conquerors ; but is inconteftably 

I Gen. X. 9* 

* The Jerufalem Targum, as alfo that of Jqn. B, Uziel, 
tranflatcs the words thus-^Ipfc (Nimrod) incepit eflb potona in 
peccato, et ad rebellandum coram Domino in terra. Vide io 
G^n. 9(* 8. It^ LXX. Tiyx; H%>\m xv^^h. 

» The name ^^!3>^ Nimrod cpme?. from *1*1D rebellai-it, and 
Wiis given him by his enemies, the A%rians, who were ^eTc^ended 
from Shem. His prior name, afpo^g hi^. own people, was pro-> 
^hly ^J?^ or ^'2^^ Bjaal o.^ Bel ; ^nd tlyat of his city ^J^ JH^^ 
Beth-Bel — to both which namea reipedively there fe^ms tc^ be ^ 
Iceen and clofip 41ufpn ii^ ihf^ f^hfenuent \Yqrd5 7^5 ^d /HU^- 
G^n,xi,^, ^ 

wmi« 
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certain from the traces we find, and the ac- 
counts we read of him, in ancieqt authors. 
It IS exprcfly faid, that he taught the Chal- 
. deans, Perfians, and Ailyrlans the worfhip 
of FiRE^; and, that he introduced among 
them the ufe and exercifeof w^f^/r^/ arts — for 
which he was highly celebrated by the 
MAGI. A plain proof how very feft, and 
e^tenfively wide, his idolatrous inftitutions 
prevailed in the world. 

Now, as thefe practices and opinions pre- 
vailed, the true religion muft of courib de« 
cline ; and more efpecially in thofe regions 
that were fubjed to the dominion of this in- 
lidel tyrant. But thofe were chiefly the re- 
gions inhabited by the defendants of Sbem : 
wbidi leads us to account, in a very eaiy 
manner, for that hitherto unaccountable 
phaenomenon, << The early corruption of this 
facred line ; even in its pureft and moft 
facred branch.*^ For it is not improbable, 
but this zealous idolater might, as the Jeru* 
falem Targumifl: declares he did, make a 

^ Clembmt. Rccogriit. lib, I. § xxx, Clement. HomiUIX. 
( iii, iv. &c. Chron. Akxand. et Eutych. Aon'aU 

M 4 decree 
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decree a^mong the people, " that they (houW 
every. where renounce the religion of Shein^ 
and embrace. his own inftitutions V* 

But Nimrod*9 projefk did not terminate 
here. He had ftill farther and more perni- 
cious-views. What he had gained by his 
{Word, and introduced by his power, he de- 
igned to maintain, confirm and perpetuate. 
His intention, in (hort, was, to form an uni-* 
verfal empire ; and to fettle and eftablifli his 
religion and government among all people. 
In purfuance ef this defign, when he had 
6ni(hed his conquefts (for fuch is the natural 
order of things, and therefore the real order 
of ihe hiftory) he fixed his eyes on Babel; 
which, as it *' was the beginning^'* he dc^ 
termined now to make alf6 the c^itah <^ of 
hi» kingdom"^/* Accordingly he enlarged 
atid improved it, as a fit feaf for the civil 

TcRgion^ Sera, ct ^dhagrctc ad inftituta- Nirauod^" Vi^ ir\ 

QtYt, 31. 9, 

^ Qeru 31. lo. Sed ulf^ Ctisia6. &|x D;od. Sicut. . ub) 
fqpra. Wbofe chief crrqurb, tlwt-ho iniftookNineY,«l|forB^bel 

m^giftratei 
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tnagiftrate; and therein eftabliihed ^ chU 
government. He likewife built a tower iO) 
its ** wbofo top (not might reacb^ as we 
interpolate, but) was confecratedy to tha 
heavens ** ;" that is, to the heavenly bodies, 
and particularly to the sun ; and fo provided 
for the fupport of religion. That this tow^r 
was intended for religious ufe, the altar on. 
its top is a plain indication. And though 
the reafbn afligned for its fyramidal form, as 
being a proper reprefentation of the fpiring- 
nature of flame or fire, may perhaps be the 
refinement of later ages ; yet, it clearly Ihews 
that, in the opinion of thofe ages, it was. 
originally built for a temple of the SUNV 
whofe fymbol is Jire^ that very element,s 
\vhich the builder of this tower firfl taught 

» Gen. xU 4- 

* Heuodotus obferves (Lib. I. c, iSi, 1S3.) tbat the tower 
pF Babylon was fiicred to Bel, i. e. to the sun. See p, X14, 
liote ^ And that facriiices were offered to him on the great v 
idtar in the upper f^ory. The pyramids of £gypt» built by this 
veiy people, I mean the defcendaijts of Ham, were defigned for 
^he fj^me pUrpofc i viz. for tempks^ as well ^fipukbrcs. Whence 
that of the poet, Votaque Pyraraidum celfas folvuntiir ad ^ras. 
g^ n^prc ia T|.vi8on of Idolatry, ch. iv. p. j^y &.c* 

the 
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the nations to worflilp ; and now intisnded 
they fhould worfhip for ever. 

Such yr^s his grand projedl. And in order 
to bring his people the more readily to em- 
brace this prpje£t, he artfully told them-r— 
that it was the only way ** they could make 
themfelves a h^me^;** the only way they 
could advance themfelves to dignity and re- 
nown ; and maintain their fuperiority over 
the reft of the world — that, if they broke 
this league and union, and divided into fe- 
parate parties, they would fall into the fnare 
'that was laid for them^; would be eafily 
vanquilhcd in that ftate of difpcrfion ; and 
ib, being made flaves to their brethren, 
would become an ignoble and namekfs race, 

1* Gen. xi. 4. Faciamm mils tDtJ^ nomen; famam, cclcbrita- 

tcm. Sic, Gen. vi. 4. //// heroes ajtcu/o DB^H ^B^JK *vm ffo^ 

TTtimsi nobiles, celebres. Job xxx. 8. FilU CPtt^ *^^ ^Jqnf 

nomine; niillius noroinis, ignobiles. Schindleu, Lpxic. in ra* 

• dice nSK^. 

^ For Jofephus fays, Vl^a^k^ivetit ^ t« ts*^iei9 t»j tS ®i5 y»w- 
^r?, *. T. ;i. " that to their difobedicnce to the divine will, they 
added the fuipicion, that they were therefore ordered to fend out 
feparate colonies, that, being divided afunder, they might thp 
more eafily be opj: refled.'* Antiq. Jud. lib. I, c. ir. § i. 

This 
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Thisy it feems, worked on their minds, 
and engaged them all in that bold undertake- 
ing ' ; which, had it not been interrupted by 
heaven, would certainly have ))een accom- 
pliflied in a (hort time. For when they 
had once made this beginning, " there was 
nothing,'* humanly ipeaking, (as they were 
all of one language and one mind) «« that 
could reftrain them from doing whatever 
they farther imagined to do»/* They were 
a flrong and warlike people ; and, having aU 
ready acquired great conquefts, would Iboa 
have brought other nations (ignorant of 
arms, and intent only on the cultivation of 
?Ke earth) fubjeft to their authority and 
power : and all thefe nations^ thus fubdued, 
they would eafily have incorporated into one 

' Here it may be neceflkry to ap{^2e the reader, thst I do 
not think Nimrod*s people, viz. the defcendanti of Ham, to be 
the vfily people engaged in this attempt : m^ of the ^tifr 
Tinc^y and efpecially of the line of Shem, whom be had lately 
conquered^ probably joined themfelves to him ; admiring his for* 
tutie> fiate* and magnificence* B\xt the fHMcifal agents waehit 
pwn people. ^ 

general 
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gcfleral empire, by that ftrongeff band of 
iintbn, the general eflablifhraent of the fame 
chil and religious inftitations. 

Now, had this defign taken place, and 
been effe^ualfy carried Into execution ; thd 
tvhole purpofe of Providence, with regard 
to the world, would haVe been utterly crofled 
and defeated. For the union of mankind 
under one monarchy would, of courfe, have 
prevented theif difperfion ; at leaf!: for d con- 
iidbrable rime : Nor would it then have pro- 
ceeded in that orderly manner, in which God 
ftAd drrevfted it to be darried on. In the meaa 
whtle, the eflablifhment of idoldtry by law 
Wcitild have foon fuppreffed, and at length 
extinguiflied, the true religion. And then, 
impiety ^d irt^mofality of every kind (al- 
ready^ doubtlefs, but too rife .among them) 
Would have continually increafed, and ex* 
Tettded their contagion : and this concerted 
nniverfal empire would neceflarily have 
become an« horrid fcene of univerfal wicked* 
nefi^ 

* Revel, examined, &c. vol, II. differt. iii, p, 99, Zee. 

~ When 
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, When the adjuftment of things, not pnly 
pointed, but had begya to operate to this 
'dcftrudivc end; it is furely no jnore thaa 
what leafon leads us to expe^):, that Qoa^ 
m compaflion to mankind, as well as in vin- 
dication of his own authority, ihould grar 
cioufly exert his power, and employ fuch 
mcanft as his wxfdom fhould direct, to defeat 
ip ruinous a prpjeiSt. Agreeably therefore to 
this expectation, the Lord is reprefented as 
coming down from heaven " to fee the city 
and the /<wt;^r— ** to infpedt the jTchemc of 
religion and governmint-^^^ which . the chiV* 
' dren of men/* thele daring Jnfidels, ** had 
planned and ere£ted.^ And finding it ib con- 
trary to the real interefl and happinefs of 
.mankind, he immediately enters into this 
.refolution :-^^^ Go to^ let us go down» an4 
^there confound their lang^aget that they 
rip^y not underhand one atio^her'^s ipeecb. 
]So the Lord fcattered them abroad from 
; thence,** fays the text, ^^ upon the face of all 
.the Qarth: and thqy left off to build (be 
city ".'• And by what means he cfFefted their 

» Cexwxi. 7; 8, 

-_^ ' dilperfion^ 
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difperfion, is more particularly explained in 
the following verfe : — " Therefore is the 
name of the city called Babel^^ (viz. confu^ 
fon) ** becaufe the Lord did there confound 
the language of all the earth: and from 
thence did the Lord fcatter tliem abroad oil 
the face of all the earth*:*' that is, when 
God, by the confufion of their language, 
had divided them into diftinft tribes ; the 
natural confequence was, that thofe tribes^ 
feparating frotri each other, formed themielves 
into fo many diftinft nations ; and finally 
fettled in diftindl parts of the world y. 

Aiid here, it is worth our while to obferve, 
in th« 

Second place, How apt an inftance this is, 
a^ well of the wifdom, as of the power of 
God : where we fee it fo amazingly fitted in 
evet-y refpeft to the circumftances of things, 
and the proceedings of this people : fitted to 
defeat and overthrow their fchem^*^fitted 
to convince them of their folly and madnefs 
in concerting it— and equally fitted to de« 

H Hbstxav6 apud Evsis. Pr. £r. lib. ix. cap. 15* 

r liver 



SERMON VII. 175 

liver the world from the mifchiefs intended 
by it. 

As their fcheme was planned, in defiance 
of heaven, to keep them clofe and united to- 
gether, in order the better to obviate tha 
curfe that was denounced againft them; 
what can we conceive more efFeftuallj 
adapted, to render them fenfible of the ab- 
furdity of their attempt, than this ftrange 
confafion of their language?— whereby the 
Almighty difunited them again ; and fo re- 
duced them to that divided ftate, which muft 
neceffarily expofe them to the whole weight; 
of the maledidSion ? And that this was ef- 
fefted by the hand of God they muft needs 
perceive from the nature of the tranfaftion.. 
For as their language (to Ipeak at the loweft) 
could be confounded only, by dividing it 
into feveral dialefts ; and giving their organs 
anew, indantaneous ply, diver fly adapted 
to the different infleiStions, tones, and modi- 
fications of thofe feveral dialcfts*; fo the 

adu^ 

* VanDiUy Ik low, are ths feiuiments of the learned on thit 
Mje£t. Moilcfthcnr, however, admits— that die langmge of 

thcfe 
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actual mttoduftion of fuch confufioa muit 
evidQntly be the refult of divine power : i, 
power which fhewed them, in this inftance 
as in many others, how ^afy it was for him> 
•« to make the devices of the people of none 
efFe<3:, and bring to nought the counfels o£ " 
j^rinces^'* 

And as they united together^ not only fof 
their own defence, but alfo with a view o( 
reducing the pofterity of Shefn and Japheth 
under the power and dominion of their fole 
monarchy-— in confequence of which idola- 
try and wickednefs muft have increafcd 
among them ; what furer method <?ould 
Providence contrive, to free the world from 
the tyranny of Nimrod; to reftore it back to 

Aefe builfcrs wis certainly cpnfmnded^ And as the degree of 
confiifion here fpedficd, wm^fficicnt to anfwct the end propofedl 
by that it was in reality no greater, the radical t^fimty^ flill rub«> 
fifting between the ieveral me«/tf/ languages, feems to rae to be a 
j>laiixproof» .Confult Is«Casavb. in Adverfariis, Dc Ungua^ 
.rum, O^Hifpntk Many are of opmiox), that new languages were 
jiow iotroduced* But fureiy there is a great deal of difference b«« 
tween,/Snw/^ WW languages (of which the Scripture lays npta 
-iforf) and ccn/hufuiiftg that which was before in ufe* 
* PCxxKiiL.xo» 

S / . . its 
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its primeval divifions; and to hinder hi 
being corrupted In any higher degree froih 
that quarter, than, this which he now em« 
ployed i For by thus confounding the lan- 
guage of Nimrod and all his adherents, and 
thereby dividing them into feparate, enfeebled 
parties ; Q&A did not only open a way for 
the conquered nations to aflert their liberty, 
and migrate according to the patriarchal 
appointment; but he likewife cut off, ina 
great meafure, all farther conne£lion, inter-- 
courfe, and communication between jRem 
and this wicked people ; and even between 
the fcveral divifions of this very people them- 
felves: which muft neceflarily reftrain the 
overflowings of iniquity^ by dividing the 
Current, and reducing it into narrower, 
bounds. 

But this is not all. For the judgment we 
are now confidering, however (cvere, was 
mercifully calculated as well to improve this 
wretched people, as to blefs and benefit the 
reft of the world. In confequence of thfe 
coni^fion, they divMed, of courfe, into (6 

Vol. I. N many 
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Tt^SLuy diftin^ and difibreittibtietLes^ as thens* 
wer€ different laugnageafpcikitii^nong thcm-i^ 
Now, as thefe feTeral hci^m* (ieparatiiig^ I 
apprehend^ under a dlviQie knptolfe, acfed thsite^ 
fore according tothcilivine4«%QSidoti) wou|d 
form themrelves^whehsynu'cheyifittledt intc^ 
diflin^ governmeuts^ ifrdd^r (heir, fevera^ 
heads] fo th^fe fey^ral, govei^nmenta ixiuift 
iiecefiarity contributey iti a very emmeut dl^ 
gree, to the reftraint of vice, and the ad- 
vancement of virtue^ Ffcr^ being ccxiflitu^ 
tionally obliged^ each of theoir ^o prbvidr 
for the general goodf they rouA ndeds- 
take care, that ^ the cohdu£l and btbaviout 
of every individual ftiomlA confpiie to the 
welfare and happinefsof the whole. But 
the welfare of every Ibciety depends^ ia 
a fpecial manner, cmi the peace and hat*- 
naony^ on the cot^rag* and fidelity 4 and 
on the iudviflry^ temperance, and frugality^ 
which reign, amoi>g thtofe Vvho compofaic* 
And therefc^re the members of fuch. nrw- 
formed ftates muft,- and We fuppofe did^ 
.zealoufly cultivate, kiid' diligtittly exctt 
7 ' .. thefe 
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theft ii^cefikry yirjcues for dkeir own ad^ 

A4d,tpthi9, tbiit the very jealoufies and 
4millitioi!is .which muft utlavoi^^bly arife be-* 
t weeor ftate and ftat€ i die ntceflky of defond^^ 
kg tbetofelres oae s^nft another } atid the 
aibhkion of equaUiagr or exceHing each other: 
Theie ionuft keep them conftantl/ on their 
guards and attentive to the ftri&eft diici^ 
pUne.^'/r^And aci they were^ on theooe h^d* 
fbrdh^.n«iiA$:to withhold them fi?oin every 
thing bafenofd iojuriousi io were thej^ on 
4jfte: '<)therf as powerful incentives tp gr^at^ 
Dobldi and |>raife-^otthy a&iona And whair 
.ever» .he it remeaiberedi. wa$ gaipid hereby 
tOi the .Account o^ixitti^^^ wa$ fo'ioaoh mor^ 
ibaii qould pofSbly JMve be^ri obtninedi had 
the world continuedt as waf itow; projedled-, 
.Under the iooTe adnftintilration of one gism^ 
jral/empire« 

But this divtfion. of nltbtiB earned with 
it; aKQociier adv^Kftaget acid became £ifa6i>- 

* BufcKEtT*8 B. "Left. vdl. !!• p, i ji, 8vo< 

N a ricnf 
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vient to a ftill higher end. It laid the fburr- 
dation for a more natural, and m6re equal 
difpenfation of things. For, under this cir- 
cumftance, Providence could diftribute both 
rewards and punilhments^ in feparate and 
€xaft proportions, according to the deferts of 
every ftate. If any ftate became fig-nally 
virtuous above its neighbours; God might 
btefs it with fignal favours, without its neigh- 
bours partaking of the benefit : or, if it unt- 
%appily funfc into vice and wickednels, there 
was now 110 need of any imAiediate cdrree- 
if ion from above ; but one people might be 
iraifed tocorre£fc and puniAi the faults of ano- 
ther, without the deilruft ion of either. And 
if any people, regardl^fs of thefe (lighter in- 
^fli^lions,* (fbould continue ftill incorrigibly 
wicked, Ood might iafely cut th^m ofF, 
without any danger of -hurting the^ reft. 
Nay, their excifion would be attended with 
this falutary ei&£^;: tl:iati ir would ferve as a 
warning and caution to others^ not to ofieiKl 
1 y the like crimes, for fear they fiiould fall 
under the like punifhment. And all this^ 

furely> 
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faiely, mud: be no fmall check to the reduc- 
ing influence of bad examplesi, and the de- 
ilruftive contagion of vice. 

Having thus traced the rife and pro- 
grefs of idolatry and wickednefs in the 
firft ages after the flood: And having 
alio explained hovir wifely and properly the 
prefent difpenfation, the confuion of lan« 
guages, and the dilperlioti of nations, was 
calculated to reftrain this growing im- 
piety; and to preferre the knowledge of 
God in the world; I have only one re- 
flection to make ; and that reflection is 
this — that we (hould never defpair of the 
final fuccefs, and firm eftablifhment of true 
religion. It has been indeed often op- 
prefled ; and it may be {o again. But as 
it is the religion of God, God, we may 
depend, will proteft and fupport it. How- 
ever unfavourable the circumftances of 
things may, at times, appear ; yet the mar- 
vellous wifdom of Him, who has the go- 
vernment of the world in his hands, and 
who is fo vifibly concerned in the caufe 
N q o£ 
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of this religioPa will n»alce ^^ ail thingi 
work log^ther at laft" fo? ita real ^* goo^'* 
and advantage. If w^ IjCjpk, at the time 
h«re commemorated, to thc^ Qitjr ^f Babel, 
«n4 the plaiqsj of Shinar j if we refle<a 
on the decree which was then made, 
«* that people ihould /cwfAke the God of 
Shem, and caft off hia xeUgion and wor* 
Ibip"^;'* the profpeft, it muft be owned, i% 
fjid and difmaL But when we pfurfue.the 
TOanifeftations of Pf evidence, ztid confider 
the effefts of bis fubfequent operations ; 
ftrhat comfort muft it afford ds to find again 
at a futmre period-^-rthat from this very 
fiaee^ and fron* thefe very plains^ thpre 
iflyed forth another decree, ftriftly com* 
manding '^ all people, nations, and languages, 
io honour the Qod of the defcend^nts of 
Shem; and to cpnfefs that He alpne is 
fhe living God, and ftedfaft for ever ; and 
his kingdom that which fliall not be dlc- 
AroyedPV* 

< See note (') p. 168. 

* Dan, v\* 25, ^6, c^, iii. 29; 

I^ord, 
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O Lord, how manifold are thy works ! 
aud how adorable art thou in all thy doings, 
O King of Saints ! To Thee therefore, with 
the Son and Holy Ghoft, be afcribed, as is 
mod: due, all honour and glory, &c. Jimen^ 
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Gen, xii. i — 5. 

jhJ the Lord /aid unto Abranij Get thee out 
of thy country^ and from tby kindred, and 
from thy father^ s boufe^ unto a land that 

, I will Jhew thee. 

And I will make of thee a great nation^ and 
I will blefs thee J and make thy name great ; 
and thou Jbalt be a blejjing. 

And I will blefs them that blefs thee^ and curfe 
him that curfeth thie : and in theefbaU all 
families of the earth be blejfed. 

THOUGH the la(t*mentioned difpen- 
fation — the confufioa of languages, 
and the difperfion of nations confequen( 
thereupon — gave Ibme check to the progrels 
of vice and idolatry } yet is it evident, from 

the 
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the accounts we have of the fucceeding ages, 
that it did not entirely flop it. The depra- 
vation had been, alas! fo warmly foftered, 
aud had gained, as we have feeo, fuch growth 
and'vlg^ur, under the govertimool: of Nim* 
rod, that it ftill furvived this fignal judg- 
ment ; and, fpreading itfelf with the fpread- 
ing nations, foon prevailed over the whole 
world. For when the family of Shem^ 
who bad peculiar motives ta attpch tbt^ 
to Gfidf are knowo to h?ve deviated very 
early « iijta the wprlhip and Service of fglfe 
deities ; what elfe can we think qf the reft 
of thfl liatiooi^, wIk) wapifcftjy enjpyed nwch 
few^a^vAntages, h^t, thfit they accorduigly 
funk into groffcr idolatrijes? » 
"^ Whflft HiaDkind, thu* uaivprfally im- 
metled ii» idolatry, had loft th^ knowledge 
of God and his rcligioxi ; how necejQiiry was 
it for their real happinefs, that fome new 
meafurei ftiould b^ employed, to Wing them 
l;iack to the recoguiriofi oi his fpvereigiHy, 
$xd the obifirviuaci^ of hi$ ^r<f worftijipl 

« In about 400 years after the flood^ for which we have ac- 
counted ih the lall difcourie, p, 167. 

But 
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But to reftore at once the true religion, md 

«D preferve it in any degree of purity, among 

a world of people (b thoroughly depraved, 

would certainly iiave been a ditficult, if not 

indeed an impradicable taflc. To facilitate 

therefore, and finally to fecure this neceflary 

point, God, in wifdom as well as kiodnefs, 

called forth Abraham from his country and 

kindred^ and made him the father of a new 

race and better generation : which was to be 

keptfequeftered from the reft of the nations : 

and trained up in the true knowledge and 

worfhip of Himfelf, and in the true faith of 

that fundamental principle of revealed reli« 

gion, and powerful motive to virtuous obe^ 

dience*-^he promife of a Redeemer. 

Now Abraham was fixed upon; not from 
any fondnefs or partial affeftion, but becaufe 
he was a perfon of eminent chdra£ler, and 
endowed with proper qualifications for the 
purpofa : one who had already given fufli^ 
cient teftimony of his averfion to idolatry, 
and of his firm attachment to the God pf 
heaven. For he had boldly maiutained 
againft his own country-men, "that there was 

but 
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hM one God, the creator of the univetfe: 
and that the other gods,*' whom they ado« 
^ed, — the fun, moon and ftars — " were only 
inftruments in his hands*: and if they con- 
tributed any thing to the happinefs of men, 
that each of them afforded it by bis appoint- 
ment ; and not by their own power ^. Ahd^ 
in defence of this doftrine, he had been, if 
we may believe Maimonides, in iniminent 
danger of lofing his life K 

As he was thereforie a perfon well difpofed 
towards God, himfelf ; to GocJ foreknew, 
that he would take care " to command his 
children, and his houihold after him, to 
obferve and keep the way of the Lord **:" 
and thereby approve himfelf an agent fit, 
in every refpedl, to be intrufted with the 
conduft of that grand dcfign, which he was 
chpfen to guide and carry forwards. 

But, though God made choice of Abraham 
and his pofterity for the guardians of his 

^ Joseph. Antiq. Jud. lib. i. c. vii. § u 
« Mor. Nevoch. p. in, c. xxix. Vide Hotting. Smeg. 
Orient, c. viii, § 19, 
* Gen. xviiit 19. 

true 
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true religion ; and confequently favoured 
them with peculiar privileges; yet is it by 
no means to be fuppo^rd, that he dropt his 
i^egard for the reft of the worlds and had no 
farther concern for other people. The d\£^ 
ipenlktion was meant for the general good; 
for the common benefit of all mankind; .Fot 
the text, expreflj informs us, that by "ktid 
from the call of Abraham, «« all' the families 
of the.earth were to derive a blefling/* ; Add 
it was. no fmall part of this bleffing^ that 
God, having appoibted him and vthe fuc* 
ceediog. patriaifchs to bd the public vouchers 
of his being and providence, ient them out 
to bear his name before the nations ; to cor- 
real the errours they bad unhappily imbibed; 
and. to;inftru£): thefai in the ways of truth' 
and rigbteoufuefs. 

In confegnence therefore of this appoints- 
ment, find in purfuance of this gracious de« 
iign, we mee^ thefe holy men in the moft 
renowned and confpicuous places-^in Chal- 
dea, Canaan^ and ^gypt^ ^ the fbfter^lands 
and nurferies of idolatry — we meet them, I 
fayt ia: thefe places, . proclaiming and an- 
nouncing 
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nouncing thb uutty of the I>eity ; kBkttmg 
hh fapiiemacy: againii :qll <^pofiti6li ^ ; raif'* 
tug altars to thd hocio^' of his ou^sfty^; 
0ml: invoking . him^ :sa their iUemki. a^^ 
under die diftiiiguifliied charaflier of «^ tht 
vHaSt high Oodt thcrCteator oS tianr^o aii4 

Add tb thefe^ the £req\U8Qt: cotifeKnote 
tbey xm^iasd to hareheid/wiJdi tb^ fo^iefts of 
thd nations aitU}Dg /ifiiom ,th<^ribjotaited« 
und the coiicIiiii(ir» ^gUfiisefits they, are rSt^ 
potted to bare brougbtmu^ipfi^tatao^^ 
voiii opinions " ; and whtit cian y^tti cpnitdtn^ 
belter adapted^ either i to rdibri^ tb^ igiio>- 
ranee of thole nations, or tb con&riathe:£iic)k 
of their own people I For^sm thefe confetldnces; 
in ^cdikh i^Kff 4ii(piayed a. vaft fupericuity of 
knowledge and wifdom, could am! ^ail of 
ornvfilingi m ibme degree, the ^p^^pular er-* 
f«Q»atid:&perftitiouiof tbci titnes^ 9(Ud>of 

• '^ jxittfti. Ant. Jud. et MAm. M<Jr. Kgf/tAi fu^ra, 

^» Gen. xiy. 22. Heb. if ^Kl tS^aU^ Hip. i.«.*05 Mwi rir 
%aV2f j^ Tij» 7?ir. "Vide i«^. lii^ &«/ m loc. 

:..; bringing 
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bHrtgittg tboie, with whom they eotiverfed^ 
to n juder itotioti of God ^nd his providence ( 
fb the conftant praaice they ufed, of fettiirtg 
lip itlt^rij whem-ever they came^ ^for^ the 
^k^or^ip of the true God^ WM Hot only an 
exemplary proof of their own high fenfe of 
the divine majefty^ and their continual def 
pendifHSe upon him; but alfo a iiobld^and tyi^ 
tellent method to teach and enc6virag« their 
children and families to *« fet the Lord <ever 
before thenn and in all their ways to ac- 
knowledge Him/' 

It is alfo to be ob&rved^ that thefe piour» 
patriarchs were highly favovrred in all tlieilr 
migrations; and eminently di^nguiih«dl 
among the neighbouring princed^ Eveik 
•« kings were reproved for their fakes.**' An4 
a^ the& kings were* acquainted with theiir 
prophetic chara£ter 9 tind defired their prayem 
and interceilion with God°; fb the mliisf 
they c^tained) in con&quence of that ihce^- 
cefiion^ mufl needs tdifpofe both them ftnd. 
their iubje^bS) to liftei!L for the future witk 
tnore attention to thofe fpi)-itual exhoitaiioiisv 

coun{el9> 
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,counfel8 and inftruclions, which thcfc holy 
men of God moft probably joined to the 
other inftatices of their kindnc^i^. 

Nor (hould it here be forgotten, that their 
numerous tribes of " mcn-fervants and roaid* 
fervants,'* whether received as prefents^ or 
purchafed with money, became in the, events 
by the care they took of their education and 
condu<5t, juft fo many profelytes, gained over 
to the true religion. 

So early did the promWe, ^^ that in 
Abraham and his pofterlty the! feveral na- 
tions of the earth (hould be blcfled/' begin 
to operate in the world : and fb cooiprehen** 
five was ijt, as to take in all ranks and de« 
grees among them ; and efpecially thofe of 
the loweft rank; vi^ho perhaps then, as in 
the d^ys of the Gofpel, were of all others the 
inoft ^cere, and the moft open to convic- 
tion. And with regard to thefe menial ler* 
wnts, as they were commanded, ** though 
Grangers,** to be circumcifed ; and accord* 
ingly partook, with the Abrahamic fced^ df 
the rite of circumcifion ** ; we may juftly, I 

• 6en.xvii« iz^ 13. 

think. 



:ithiiiki Itok ujtDfl tbem, M k kind of •' firft-^ 
.fruits bf the OentHes f whd carried in thcit 
idaiifiidn d inaiufeil token^ thatf nijtwith* 
ftanAiaig the peeulitrity then eftabUdied, all 
ihe Gentiles xmuld b6 adapted at laft^ and 
flsard the beflefiu of ihe divine covenant. 

In t ibfaetDe bf fuch cronfequence, evf* 
dently calcuIateiEd fdr the coftHtnon good; 
bttt attended in the e^tecticion with great dif- 
ficulties, it is batural to expetSb, that the 
hand hf Omnipotence woiild be often ei^rted 
for the ibpport of its federal parts. Indeed; 
the pfttriarchal age was altdgeither ah age of 
tnirades-^wbicb every eye^ that views the 
drcumftances tttider which they' were 
wrorigbt, may eai(t)y difcover the propriety 
bf ; aibd^ which therefore rei^uire no dillin^t 
i>t particnt»lar t^hh^ikku Soffie of thefe 
iniracles manifbftly tended to cotafyit and 
ik&Ain the patriarchi in their tfobbles; and 
bchers to aniniatG and fpur th^^ni dti iii theic 
' gtojit acid ttrdttou j u^idettakingft* But they 
all cdbfpired to' i^tider theeft pbi)irerful, ilia- 
ilrious and etnitfent: Ahd that power and 
^nfinence^ to which they were adi^anced^ 
Vol. L 6 ierved 
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fcrvedto promote thte gcnpral defigh^* aiicf^ 
to forward the fchcme of PrdvideocCij Ep^r 

. as the jntercourfe ami conver&tioh of the 
patriarchs brought the true^ gentrme religion 

Jo the knowledge of the nations; fo did 
their profperity and Aiafvelkhis fucceffcs rev- 

. commend it likewife to' their ptaftice^ For 
fmce ^11 the people among whom they fo- 

Joiirned, were every where attejative to the 
concerns of this world, and: eagerly ambi- 
tions of tempoMl grat>deur; It wa& but na- 
tural for them, when they obferved.the. prof- 
perity of the worfhipersTif Jehovah, to tmkt 

. inquiry — what God he w^, that could, con* 
;• fer fuch bleffipgs j and what kind of fer v.ices 
could procure and afcertain them: it was but 
' natural for them to. worihip' him too after 
the like manner^ in expedatiofi of receiving 
; the like rewardsi, 

i ,.Nor is this only a fpecious furmifejof 
wh.at might poifi.bly be,: but..iiather a plain 
• 8rtd funple narration of what really was, the 
- cafe. For feveral of the Eaftcra nations 
, appear, to have a4opted the patriarchal rites ; 
"^nd to have reformed their religion to^ what 

.they 



tbey.t^ugbt, ,the patriarchal purity. In 
proof . •of: iyl\at is faid,' let it here be rexparked^ 
that as. hiftfjry informs u^, of Abraham's 
c6QYec&ig on rbe C^bjedt of religion with the 
moil learned Egyptians ; and of his being 
highly, eftfeertied and honoured by theip p ; fo 
we have reafon to conclude from the fame 
hiftOi^y,^ that they derived, among other re- 
ligious inftitu^tesy the rke of circumcifion,] 
which they praftifed, from him. Bdt (hould 
this be doubted, certain however vve are— 
that the Magiafis^ Sabians, Perii^ns and 
Indians^ all gloried in him, as the great re« 
formiec of their religion \ And of the Per- 
iians it is recorded in particuiar, that they 
stdbered fo ftriftiy to this reformed religion,- 
?ts to keep clear of the mod groTs idiolatry for 
ages and ages after. Nor is this any more, 
!?han(.what might reafonably be expedtedl 
fram,.othQr pepj»le^ as well as from the in- 
habitants of Perfia. For whatever improve- 
ments Abrahafn introduced into thp religion; 

p Jos£PK/ Ant. Jud; lib: L' c. Tin,* § i.' 

1' Hydb De tjA. Vet* l^erf. c. iu ill Pj^i'deavx^ Cdnncd;' 

fw !»>• iv* aA« 486* 

t> z of 
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of the feveral nations; tbd^» we^mayfup^ 
pofe,; the reft ef tfee patriarchs,, wherever 
they came, were (blicitous to ei^ilttvate^ pro* 
jinote, and coafitoi, a& fiu* as* ekeie inftuence 
extended^ . 

But the care witic&thi'gi'eat Father o| the 
tniverfe thud^gratibufly etnployed for the re* 
formation and amendment of the world at 
large, was now to be more ei^teciatty dire£bed 
and applied t\y the weli^i^^ and ifecurity of 
his pecnliar people.^ The chofefir branch of 
Abraham^'s family was af tfhis tim« increal^ 
ing vcfy faft. And as they <vfere to he kepty 
fttr the prefervation of theic reRgidtay in a^ 
ftate feparatc from all othei' ^atioAs ;; fi> it 
became necisflary, that a Citable pkceihould 
lie provided fcir riiem, where t^ey might 
commodiotrfly * and feeurely li^ by them«> 
felves.> But, £nce theHverld aroiind themr 
*^s already inhabited, it ii hard t'a conceives. 
ivhctc they couid live iaieqoe&eredi vaiefi 
4ftiey' were nemoved into' ibme deiblate ebun^^ 
try; which yet, w^uid h^ve been w«er|y 
ineoniifteot withy and entirely fiibvcir&isc , c^,? 
the principal deiigp of their feparatton, FoK 

as 



as thej were fei^arated not fb m^h ^r 
ith^ir ow6 faki^ as 'for the f<ike qf the whole 
'^vorldi fot tbetotiycy.^nce and propag^tiofii 
t)f the true religion^ it yras therefore nec.eC^ 
iarjTy for :^e benetit ^f ^the yirol'Id, that thejr 
^ould be ieen^ knowoy and obforved; and 
that they fhould be cons^erCed with likewife, 
in ibdtie distant manner^ by thp feveral people 
anound thensL Now aU this laanifcftly ten^ 
to increafe the difficulty. For to he totally 
Separated fronn aitd yet* at the fame time, 
pelpcfeiiaUf converfant with^ other people; i$ 
wba£ appears^ according to human eftimn- 
«ion^ abfblutely inf^rafticable. *' But what 
k impdfiible with majUf is very poiTible with 
fiod/* Arid herfc aw canpot but admire hi? 
"Wi/dsmi who found out, atid evacuated ^ 
iand for them; I mean that of <>o(hen; in 
<very refpe^i: fuitabk to the jyurpofe : A land, 
where they might live diftinft bj tfeem? 
•felves, and yet daily converfe with the mo$ 
ci^lebratcd ntttoA then upon earth : A land 
Ijfefiy deferted by ihtfiepherd kings and their 
l^bj^^s ; and therefore the moil fitly adapted 
Q % fof 



for the receptibn d^Jhef herds again u Nof 
can we lefs admire his goodnefs^ who, wheii 
lie had •f fpied out this land for jhem,?f 
was pleafed to detacli ** from his tountry 
and kindred** another perfon^eminelnt qua- 
lities and great piety; aiid to fendliim^— 
*' even Jofeph, who was fcW to be a bond- 
fervant'-^" as' a kind of ambailTador beTore 
l^iem, to procure an intereft for th^iricttlc^ 
tlientin if. ' '. '- . ! ' ' ^ '. - . 

Now a flave in a flrange country muij 
appear to human view a. very uppromifing 
inftrument e>f fuccefs in a matter of fuch imv 
portance. But • the lower hi^ condition was 
at firrt, the better it ferved to illuftrate ttee 
interpofajs bf divine Providence in'tHe feve- 
jal fiages of his advaricemeiit afterwards. 
For the hand ojf God is vifible in every ftep'; 
fand his: wonders enter- into almpft every 

* See Bryan i*s Obfcrvations on the ancient Hiftory of 

Egypt/&c. p. 140, &c. Art. <* Of the Shepliercls in Egypt,*arid 

.'the Land of.Gofhep," and the othtfr ^Tt^cksicdnftcdcd di^- 

. ifiitl|. |See particulJirly p, 159, -And rtjE ClIRc's Com. on 

Gen. xlvi. 34. only what he fays o^ t}ie , Egyptian fiioi^jrbe 

-Irimsferred to the Ai'^bran Ihcpherds. ' -*■'-> ' • > --;-' » 

- Pfal. cv. if. • \- 

tranfadion. 
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tranfafHon. Tliefe wonders performed in 
favour of Jofeph, are too numerous to be 
recited, and too obvious to be explained. 
This only need \ve Vemark concerning them, 
that in whatever degree they promoted his 
particular and perfonal Intereft ; in the very 
facie degcee they contributed alio to advance 
the gclieral defign of his miflion ; to opep 
the way for a more favourable reception of 
hisbrethren and their families, and for their 
more conmiodipus fcttlement, whenever they 
came. 

When God had thus, by the roediatipn of 
Jofeph^ provided for the fettlemeiit -of the 
children of Ifrael ? he then introduced them 
into the land of Egypt under all the advan- 
tages, with which they could poflibly wifli 
to be introduced. Their relation to Jofeph, 
who was univerfally efteemed, recommended 
theni to the favour ef the king and his fub- 
jc&s. In confequence of this favour, they 
wei-e placed in' a large and fertile diftridl ; 
wliere they multiplied, and grew, and ga- 
tiicred -ftrength ; and yet, by their very occu- 
pation, were ftili- kept a Tepar^e p-eople. 
O 4 ' Ilcr^ 
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Here they lived after thpir own m^oiwr; zx^ 
not only enjoyed the free exercife of theip 
religion thepflfelves, but had alfo mad^y and 
frequent oppprtpnifips pf iniparting fqme- 
thing pf it to others around thero. For it i^ 
very appajrent frpni||hp Mpfaip hiftory, that 
the Hebrews were nfyer held in fuch de^ 
teftation or abhprrepce by the Eg|fptians^ 
but that they would freely couyeffp* though 
•* they might not eat jtjre^, with thpju^^' 

In thefe ponv^rfatipii?, tber>, if CQ^ld not 
be, but that a people fq fignally fuppotted by 
the Lord, wou^d be CQntit>u2iM;jf extolUiJg the 
excellency of his majefty— rehfarfipg the 
wondjers of his various difpe pfatie^s^^T-Tand {q 
infuting into the minds pf thp Egyptians 
iioble ideas of his being and proyidenceTrr 
the fureft foundation of virtuous irapxove^ 
ment. 

What effefts the irruption .of the Cuie;?|^ 
fhepherds, a»d theif Ipng tyrannical dop^i--: 
nion over the land of Egypf? had produce?^ 
before pn the religion pf i^s inhabitants, we 
ccinnot precifely determine,. Bjit as we ksxQW 

• Gen. -xjiii. j2. 
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they were gcois idoUters^ and brought with 
them all the rites and inilitutions of Zabianr 
ifin, together with the worfhip of fire ; it 
is certaia they could not improve, but muft 
rather debafe> the religious fentiments of that 
people^ ;-p-who, yet, muft become ftill more 
peryerte^ in their morals, by the continual 
exertions of thofe hoftile pafiions, which 
they W4:re daily provoked to exerciie in oppor 
iitiop to ^ their cruel opprefibrs. For a ftate 
pf perpetual war and confufidu is a ftate of 
pfrpetua^l Wickednefs and immorality. 

And if the confufed and opprefl'ed ftate of 
jhe Egyptiana tended thus, for a length of 
time, fq eiikce the truth, and dimiiuih the 
power of religion among them; what On 
^ou.imagi&ie better adapted to reftore the 
pradice pf piety and virtue, thaii the mar-r 
vellous lexaltation of Joieph } Being adopte(| 
iinto ijhye arder» and placed af the heafi^ of 
thepriefthood; hisgratitude to God, as well 
a^ his concern for the welfare of the people, 
would doubtlefs prompt him to communis 

; . • VUe Makith* apud. Josbph. contn Arfoi).^b* L| 14. 
And Bbtant'i Obfervations, Seep. X50* 

: I cate 
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cate to them fo much* of the true, , genu itic 
religion, a§ they were capable of receiving, 
and applying to their profit. If *« ht in- 
formed their princes after his will,*' he cer- 
tainly cduid not forget to " teach their fe- 
naftors^ this true wifdom^V And 'whatever 
ordinances' he might think proper to make 
in relation to this lubjeft ; his reduftioh'bf 
the leveral ' provinces into one " kingdom 
under the government ' of one m6nirch, 
made it cafy for him to convey and eftablifli 
them throughout the land. And; that he 
thought proper^ in fa£l:^, to rtiake 'fbriie *de- 
C;rces,. ^«d enaft certain ftatutes, which^ we 
may ju-ftlyioppofe, had reference to riltgtousj 
a§ well as mv/ matters, is exprefly^afferted 
of him y. Nor did his dectees fail of their 
cffeft. For it is vifible, I think, On the face 
of fhe hift'or^, that the Egyptians 1>ecknfiei 
tincJe^ iiis wife adminiftration, mufchbrttef 
meii, ii»dmtich better fubje<9:s,' than thej? 
fceip to h^e been before; ^ ^ } r.,, ^ . 

* Pfal. CV. 2 2>. 

^ Tlie Targnms make frequeht mcntfen of the 'drcrees or 

^tf/aftj ot Joseph. •'.. — • " ' 

If 
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If they fell off and'ilQgeiierated afterwards ; 
U, jLipop the ucceifionrof a .** pew/' and more 
arbitrary, >^ king iiuo the throne of Egypt;*' 
one ** \vlio inew oot^" that is, as Onkelbs* 
explains it, j* ^'hf> appisGVed not the ftatutes 
pf, Jofeph;-' if at tbi« tiiiw, I fay, they 
Jbegap to relapfe into vice and fuperilition ; 
Iiow kindly and bcneiicently was it ordained 
by heaveu*' that tl}e Ifraelites flxould then 
tiiwell jamong'theai^^^old up to them the 
lighlt of trutb-*-and &ew them the paths of 
virtue and goodnefs? . - . 

That the Ifraefites then kept firm to their 
rcligi&n:^ ajid Held forth to their neighbours 
a good exalnple (liowcve'r they might after- 
wards, be infeftcd by them) is a point which 
admits of no difpute. It is plainly implied 
in the counfel of this *' new king «," that, 
^ndipg them a di/tinA pepple, he had made 
fome attempts to abolifli the diftindion ; to 
incorporate them with the reft of the nation, 
and melt them down into the common mafs- 
But, in the fure confidence they had, of being 

* Targ. in Exod. i. 8. 

■ See £x, i. lo. and theCommentaton thereon. 

' brougliJr 
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fought it length oot oE that land ; thair dii^ 
tin&ion and religiois tbejr ttre^ifUll prr£rrve. 
Ahd this^ I apprehend, was the firft and 
chief occafioa of their afflid:iofis^ though 
^fberwbrd$ aggravated oa ^ther accotiMa. 
Thdfo afflidions howe^et:, among o^her'end^ 
2it!brded them fair and fbequeiit opj)dttiitii- 
ties af di^laying inaiiy noble^ though ^affire 
viituas, jAnd their ^ifpftrfimx tbncwgH the 
lafid^ o|)efitfd'8t ttei iMfietttbeaiHll larger 
joid Vider JSeld^ itrhe^cSa'tlief «tght ibw the 
feeds of religioii. Nor did the feeds diejr 
ifovired' enMrely periih* They fttook root 
among the people} aiid produced at length 
no^in,con£derab|e barv^fft to the Lord. For 
when ihr Ifraelites dejpcrtted out of Egypt, 
we are eixprefly told, rhat ^* a great hiitlti- 
fude vrpnt aifo with them*;" who a^e all, 
.with godd reaibi)^ fpppv^dy to have been (b 
itiany pirofelytes Co the true rel^ioii* 

of Jonathan makes them nun^vo^s indeecL, Vi^p iir loc* Q( 
^efe Bow xiiany foevcr tfeey were, SVr abo, oa tie ftrehgth of 
ancient tradition* fays, that, f being ix\$rtt<%^ bjr Moft^^ thej 
renounced theiridolatrpus wofiiiipy and^ccaq^med bun ift his 
>xnarch ou& of Egjpt,** Geogn lib, xvi p, 760, &c. 

This? 
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Thus then we iee^ which was the point 
to be cleared^ that the patriarchal di^nfa- 
tion was gracioufty planned for the general 
benefit of the nations: that it wascalcul^ed 
to correct their idolatrous opinions, and to 
leibrm their vitiated manners : that it was 
defigned to infpire the heathens wirh a due 
&nie of the being and providence of God i 
and to confirm his peculiar and choien people 
in the belief of the promifed Redeemer. In 
ihort, that it was meant and fitted for the 
improvement of all — to prepare the world 
for the reception of that grand blefling, which 
was to be poured upon it in the fulnefs of 
time. 

Ends thcfCf great and good — ^truly worthy 
of their divine author! and ends, which^ 
accompliihed, claim our warmeft and moik 
grateful praife. 

Therefore, to God the Father, God the 
^on, and God the Holy Ghoft, be afcribed, as^ 
is moft due^ ^1 honour, glory,, &c. Anen. 
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JuDF, ver. 7. 

Evert as Sodom and Gomorrbaj and the cities 
about thentj in like manner giving themfelves 
over to fornication^ and going after Jirange 

^ J^' ^^^ fi^ fi^f^fo^ ^^ example^ fleering 
the, vengeance (f eternal fire. 

IT was obferved in a preceding Dlfcourfe, 
that the confufion of languages,' and 
.the divifion of nations (confiequent thereupon, 
were attended^ among other efFedts, with this 
great and peculiar advantage— ^^ that, God 
' ^uld at any time, when a people becaiT)e 
incurably wicked, cut them off by a (ignal 

deftrudion, 
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deftru<aion, withoot hurting the reft of tki 
ivorld : nay, that their excifion might eveiH 
tually ferve, as a kind warning fo thofe' 
around them, not to o^end by the like' 
crimes, for fear they ihouid fall tinder the 
like punifliment ^." 

New this we fee moft aftoniihingly veri- 
fied in the cafe of the people Aeutioned in 
the text. For ^ Sodom and Gomorrha^ anc^ 
the cities about them, giving themfelves^ 
over to fornicatioa, aixd going after ftrange 
ilefh, are {ct forth'' to this day *• for an ex- 
ample** to others; being entirely over- 
thrown, and ^ iufFering the vengeance of 
eternal fire^** 

But before we come to explkin ^e ctiture 
of this catq^rophe---^o y/rndkate the good* 
iiefs and jufiice of God in fi> dreadful an in^ 
idi£tion— and to confider the propriety of it^ 
with refpefl to the end» it was intended ta 
jwomote :-^Before we come, t f^f^ to dif. 
cttfs thefe points, we muO: previoulty imt£- 
tigate the real eharadler of the inhabitantfl.of 
thefe cities, in order to difcover what kfetJ 

* Scnnoir VII. p. i8o; 

6f 
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of treatment their deeds and j)ra£lice$ could 
equitably deferve. 

Now^ as it id well kiiowii^ that thig 
people^was a branch of the defendants of 
Ham ; ib it may well be fuppofed, that they 
inherited fomething of the corrupt di(pofi«» 
tioD of thb original flock : upon which when 
they had ingrafted the principlei of idolatry^ 
it 19 i^afy to perceive what a luxuriant crop of 
enl fiuiti would nacorally fpring foith among 
them. For idolatry was ever tlie parent of 
vice : and it doubtlefs happened to thh^ at 
to all aber people, that, " when they did 
not like to retain GSod in their knowledge^ 
Qpd gave them over to a reprobate mind ) 
not only to do thofe things which are not 
convenient % but alio to work ail uncleannefa 
with greedinefa V^ 

By what fleps they proceeded to thi^ ax^ 
cefs of.wickednefs, and by what fpecial me- 
thods Providence attempted to <iorre^ theit 
vices, we are not pafticularty i^ifformed: not 
is it indeed to be expeSed we ihoold^ m fo 

• ftom. 1. 1 J, 
^ Eph, iv, 19. 

. YoL II. P concire 
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concife a hiftory as that of Mofes. But that 
. they did, however, aftually proceed to fuch 
enormities, even in fpite of many and power-^ 
ful motives to the contrary^ this hiftoryj 
concife as it is^ has giVen us fufficient affur*^ 
ance, . 

When Lot came firft among tbem^ it is 
gxprftfly faid, that *^ the men of Sodom were 
then wicked, and finners before the Lord^ 
exceedingly 8 :" that they were men, who. 
had rebelled againft the true God ; had fet 
up the woflhip of falfe deities^; and, in 
eonfequence of that wdrfliip, had plunged 
themfelves into all kinds of vice and immo* 
xality ;--^ven the lieteflable practice of un^ 
natural Irifts. 

But befides the influence df a fatfe reli-» 
gion, there was another caufe which contri^ 
buted greatly to the fame effed: and that 
was the fertility of their country. The 
abundance it produced,, and the comforts it 
fupplied^ rendered them proud and haughty-^ 

s Gen. xiii# xj, 

^ Colebant cultum allemim, tx lebdlabsmt m nomen Domini 
▼aide. Targ. in loo 

luxurious 
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luxurious and effen4inate-«*and confequently 
^rone to all thofe vices, which are apt to 
flow from fuch dilfpofitiohs. Hence the pro- 
J)het Ezefeiel, reproving Jerufalem for her 
wiclrednefs and idolatries, fays, •« Behold^ 
this was the iniquity bf thy lifter Sodom— • 
Pride, fblttfefs of bread, and abundance of idle- 
hefs was iii her> and in het daughters; neither 
tlid Ihe ftrengthen th6 haiid of the poor and 
needy. And they were haughty, and com- 
mitted dbominatlbnhcfore me : therefore I took 
them aWay as I faw fit *." And fitting indeed 
it Was, that the Lord (hould punifh them 
with peculiar feverity, when they obftinately 
continued theic wicked praftices in plain con- 
tradiftion to thofe providential documents, 
tliat were kindljr meant, and excellently 
adapted, to awaken their attention, and lead 
them to repentance and amendment of life. 
For that many fuch providences were ex- 
crcifed towards them, is apparent from the 
account, which the Scripture has given us of 
them. 

^ Ch. X7U 49) £0. See alio Joseph. Aut. Jud. lib, L 

P ^ When 
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When they hfigan to pride tbemftlrfis m' 
fheir riches, wdprjefurap^ucwfly tojftrengthen 
themfpIvK In their wi^^erfqpfsj God brought 
nppn tbero the.kiag.of Ehm? wbaki4 tbew 
under tribute, apd hejd thw in flayery if^/r/ur 
ye^rs *. This ^ve»t, ^s Jt; nc?cii'arUy eontrW 
Ijut^d tQ diminifh tbeir* wealth ; (» }fi Pfltu* 
x^Uy teiKlc4 to. abate their pride* to fbjppref^ 
>heir luji^rjr^ tp check liheir vice?;, a»d. ujt 
f^uieken their powers w,the varioys epjerdle 
ipf laudable indnftry.. Hqw far it ppewted 
fa t^k good pqrpofe^, ^ve eapi^pt be.cectaiu ; 
?ery prtababiy iQ 116 high d^ee* fov they 
were aftei:war(fc delivered into the iwp^ of 
jhcir enemies^ who^ pwwftie4 thefa, ^ well 
fax their wickednefst as^ the^ r^b«jjl'veiii|*; by-^ 
|;rievovg flaqgltter in ^e vale «>f Si^im-^Ti^ 
where nurob^rs pf thexij. were kilU4; W1<J 
the reft were carried away wptive^^ 
, 3i}? In the midft pf this feuerity^ God ftill 
temembered ffiercy, fof %h^ eap^>^f . werf 
{bon miraculoudy refcued, ai?d brau^htbaqlt 
with all their goods, by that de(;}art<| 

. ' " favourite 
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fav^oiirite 6f heftVeii, * the holy patriarch 
Abraham. 

Ndw thi^ deliverance, which both Abra* 
hatn Jtnd Mekhiiedek openly afcribed^ ift 
their prefence, to ** the moft high God|t the 
pofleflbr of htaven and fcarth *^** ought lA 
reafbn to h^lve %6rked oo theit gratitude—^ 
to have led them' to efteem this great God, 
as their guai'diari and proteftor*— and to havft 
engaged them for the future in his Worfliip 
atid fervice. 

To guide and encourage them m thift 
fervice they wer'e providentially favoured 
with the example and converfation of Lot : 
A man, who was endowed with eminent 
virtues and great piety; a man, who had 
(hewed himfcif their faithful friend and fted- 
faft ally; a man, who was a near relation 
of that extraordinary perfon to tvhofe kind*- 
nefs they were indebted for the recovery oif 
their liberties, ,and the enjoyment of all 
they poffeffcd ; and confequently a man, 
whofe admonitions and remonftrances would 
have had, one fhould think, their proper 
f Ge». xir. 19, 20» 
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weight and influence upon them. But the 
return of power, and the influx of profpcrity 
had fo far debauched their minds, and cor- 
jrupted their hearts, that they were npw her 
con;e quite impatient of aU reftraints, and 
refolutely bent on thp full gratification of 
their vieious pafpons. Qp therefore they 
>vent withoqt controul, to the forrqw and 
vexation of pious ILrQt, iri tl^eir abom^nabl? 
and pernipious courfes. *> Fpr that righteou? 
man," though he laboured to reclaim thei\i 
for twenty years, was unable at laft to make 
»ny ferious impre(fipns upon thepi; but, 
<^ feeirig and hearing from day to day,*' the 
repeated inftjinpes of their profligate ;an4 
abandoned \vicl(:ednefs^ friiitlefly ** tor- 
mented his upright foul lyith their uur 
lawful" and fcand^lou^ " pfpceediqga "-?—'* 
.Tyhiph rofe at length to fuch eqorpitiesj 
as were truly grievous and intolerable. Fqjr 
tQ fuch a degree qf impudence apd profligacy 
were their ^diops npw grown, that every 
pne, endovved with any fenfe of virtue, who 
read§ their hiftory with the leaft at^^ntior^, 

« 2 Pet, ii. 7, 8. 
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tnuft feel in his breaft a flrong and pungent 
indignation againft them ; and prefage in his 
mind, that God, in vindication of his neg- 
ledled juftice, was bound to inflid fbme 
^eedy and remarkable judgment upon 
them. Their guilt was heinous, habitual^ 
and general. They were not only << abo- 
minable in their doings/* but unanimoufly 
abominable too. They all combined toge- 
ther in the fame deteftable purpofe. *« The 
i»en of Sodom,** fays the text, «♦ compaffed 
the houfe around, both old and young, all 
(he people from every quarter ^'^ A combi- 
nation, which proves them to be univerfally 
tlepraved, beyond imagination, and beyond 
recovery. For when all ranks of men unite 
in vice ; when they commit thofe things 
openly, which " it is a fliame even to fpeak 
of in fecret ;'* when the youth have loft all 
reverence for the aged, and dare expofe their 
guilt to them, whom, of all others, they 
ihould hide i^ from ; when the aged have 
loft all reverence for themfelves, and fear 
not to publifh their ftiame to their fons,^ bu^ 

* Gen. six. 4. 
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are rather forward to make them witnefles 
of their guilt and infamy: when thi^s I fay, 
is the cafe ; then is coruption evidently ad- 
vanced to its laft ftage— that people is ut* 
terly abandoned— and, having no good prin- 
ciplQ left, that can be worked upon, is abfo- 
lutely ripe for deftrucSlion ^. 

And yet, even in thi3 cafe, the Lord did 
not deftroy them abruptly ; but firft commu- 
nicated his intention to Abraham ; and thea 
allowfed him to plead their cayfe, and urge 
what he could iu arreft of judgment. Aiid 
furely their defence could never have beeu 
placed in better hands. For, with what de- 
licacy of addrefs, with what foftnefa of ex* 
teauation, with what earneftncfs of Iblici* 
tude, and with what conftangy of int^rceffion 
did he argue for them ? His conduft is ini- 
mitable: And his concern and companion 
for this devoted people can only be equalled 
by the gracious coiidefcenfion of God; who 
meicifully admitted every plea, which Abra" 
ham thought proper to urge in their behalf, 
But Abraham had a proper fenfe, as well of 
r R^Y. e;x«\q3. vol. U^diff. v. p. 222. 

juftiqe^ 
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juftice, as of mercy ; and wifely coniideredt 
what wa^ due to the majefly of God, a^ 
well as defirable on the part of man. And 
therefore when he perceived, that they vreth 
totally depraved ; when their Spreading guilt 
had not left even the fmall number of <' un 
righteous men among them;'' he patiently 
refigned them to the puniihment they deu 
ierved-~concluding either from former ex- 
periencesy or alTured perhaps by particular 
promife, that favour would be ihewn to 
thofe few who had prcferved their integrity; 
and that a way would be opened for their 
fafe deliverance. And here let it be obferved, 
that if the faithful, benevolent, and compaf^ 
iionate Abraham found himfelf in equity 
obliged to give up the caufe of this aban« 
doned people ; it muft certainly be fome 
other principle, than the fenfe of humanity, 
or the love of virtue, that can prompt men 
now to refume their defence ; and arraign 
the juftice of God in their punifliment. Biit 
their efforts only prove, how miferabJy vice 
perverts the undcrftanding. 

Now 
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, Now, the crying guiit of thefe cities being 
fully provedj and expofed to the world, ia 
this conference with Abraham; and there 
being nothing left, which the merciful par. 
•jtriarch could alledge farther in b^r of judgr 
:ment; m the Lord*' then opened the florer 
houfe of vengeance ; and *^ rained down 
4]pon Sodom and Gomorrah /fire and brimr 
.flone out of heaven: and thereby overthrew 
thofe citiea, and all the plain, and all the 
inhabitants of the cities, and every thing 
:that grew upon the ground. And lo, the 
^moke of the country went up a$ the fmokc 
.of a furnace*.*^ , . 

This tremendous event, thus notified be- 
fbrerband, and attended with fuch iparvel- 
Jou5 circyrnftances, carried in it a plain iur 
-dication of its being brpught about, not 
^merely by the fettled agency pf fecond 
caufes, (though fome pf thefe '^ill appear tp 
ihaye been very properly made ufe of in it) 
•but by the di^-e^ and immediate exertion of 
^a diyin? power : and fpr the timely punifl\- 
ment of that abandoned race. 

fl pen, xix. 34, ^5, 28. 
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' Should it here, be demanded, "why God 
ihould choofe to punifli them in this, rather 
than in any other manner — '• We return 
for anfwer, that, though there might be 
ibme reafons for it, which we cannot : diif- 
cover; yet are there others, obvious enough, 
: which futficiently juftify the wifdom of Pro- 
vidence ; and fet forth the propriety of this 
^inode of punifliment in a very cpnfpicuous 
light 

^ If they worshiped the he^tvens^ and paid 
adoration to lights and meteors ; bow fully 
inuft %\\ty^ and the nations around th^qif be 
taught and convinced by this a£t, that God 
xuleth in thf heavens above, as well as on 
the earth beneath; and that he can, when 
he pleaies, fnake " wind and ftorm, thunder 
^nd lightniqg," the miniftprs pf his ven- 
geance pn a finful people ? 
. If the fertility of their country, and the 
plenty \X produced, contributed to excite and 
inflame thqr paflioi^s ; and alfo to fuppprt 
them in their profligate indulgenpes ; how 
wifely wa? it ordained— as a lafting memo* 
f^al of God'^ diipleafure againfl all rioting, 

luxyry, 
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3ux(iry) aWd mtemperande— that th^^^wholc 
region fhcixlA be burnt tip^ and rendered for 
«be future utterly 'fteril? And how fiptljr 
i«^eW thfi natbhs' themie inftrufted, that it 
was the firm find ietflod pur^pofe 6f Provi- 
^ence, whenever his bounties cairie to be 
abu'fed^ fo ^« make a frijitful landdefolafe 
and barren, for the ivickedner& of them thstt 
dwell therein'?'^ 

And fince the people were all devoted to 

'deftritdioii $ in how fpeedy a manner, and 

with what frugal difplay of extraordinary 

power, was it brought upon them^ by ad- 

jtoftirig the meansf, a9 here defcribed, to the 

mtwre and conftitotictt of the fotl ? For that 

regidn, abounding with bitumen^ was no 

fooner ftruck by the lightning, than k 

kindled into ia ftame j and fufFocated the iiv- 

habitants by its iwxiousexhalariow^ Theti 

the fire, running along the veins of thi& in- 

fiammable matter intd the caverns beloW, 

rarififed the air, and produced a -violeot earths 

quaktj whereby* the cttres were inftantljr 

o?ertorned: and the ground, at ifhe fam© 

» Pf. txi. 54:. ■ ' *^ 

time. 
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tfnfiwQ cavity i .ysihipbi being ftwn fiUod by 
tbeinfinifof;W»<*r6, \m9ff» »fe»S ".Hui 
covci|i4 aU/tH^.plain,^ Sq q^Hskly ai4 
eoinp«q4»Qui)y W49 i;h0 d«rola^^Q com* 
pkteflr^which irtfl5<»mly:aQ«opi«P for tbif 
mode c^.furoceo^g. : . > : 

Biii» tM pfopriiSty.of k will ftiU fwth«f 
apfH^MT fron tbflr u^ ihtx v/^t^j/miM V9 
hc&xyei by it.. 

And it wa« ohq <tnt«n^{m ot M^ Ogoa) 

(Mrbat tjjiey. jtsueh ivftnced to Jiiit» htofiH^^ 
upon them) a full convidioix oCGod^f in}d>er 
^«t^ tind QQhftwifc Ui^teftjoii ititoi tbf> af»irs. 
«tidc(tocerti9(ff n«qlw}d,*-<^a fy^lcopyii^iote 
jpf iiisjiQt costeDting btai^lf ^J^gjCH^^entng 
•the world hyyfhtHuiA (^U ag^tiortl prov^r 
d£iiCfe» and dii:.eftabli(h«icK^<te? oCthtngss 
but of his; a^hially mtetpo^J^i J mi)A exa^ 
^dparfeietibir tnanoMr eo puc^ib ^efOA p«> 
itoukr, enormotuf %is; to imprefft t»pon tbcwi 
4 fuU ctinYfi5tiei^itb»^ howcv«r patt«o€ «ftd 

'^ * VidfrlParg.QB Oeh. xiic. 94. •Ken ^eeFtmt^f«eM«aiidaHf, 
t j liooi an v (Uxerunt, no{t n\«^ii^9 (uj)t cQwm Domino oper^ n>«la. 

• . forbearing 



fbrbearlrfg he might be for a timei ; . ytt^ 
tehen the iiiiquities of lilcin Were coiftcS to the? 
fiill, hcf would finally appear as terrible iri 
his judgments, as they Wete vile and abo* 
jtiinable in their doings. And that fuch a 
cotiviftion \vas accordingly made and imt 
preffed upon them, is evident from the cafe 
lyf Abimelechj lvh6, having ignorantly 
tsaken another man's wife^ and being confe* 
quently in danger of committing a crime^* 
which bore fome affinity to the: fins of 
•Sodom, wais afterwards mightily concerned 
for his land, left God ihould deftmy it in z 
iknilar manner '. 

- Hence then we are led to the confidera-^ 
tion of another end, that was propoied td be- 
anfwered by this cata/irophe\ It ferved as a 
caution to thefeveral nations, not to indulge 
the fame crimes, for fear they Ihould fail 
under the fanae punifhmeot. And it is aC'- 
tJordingly held up continually to their yiew^ 
m the facred writings, by way of check and 
terrour* Thus the prophets, in their ad^- 
dreffes tot Babylon, Jejrulalem, and: other 

; Gen. xxt 7, 8, 94 

profane 
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|)t'ofane dnd impious cities, often remind 
them of this event ; *nd as often threaten 
thenl^ thafi if they did not forfake the er- 
irour of their ways, they fhould be {o pu- 
nilhed and fearfully overthrown, *< as when 
God overthretv Sodom and Gomorrah"/* 
Thus alfo the Pfalmift, difTuading the un^ 
godly froin their perverfe doings^ plainly 
refers them to this miraculous kiflidion^ 
both as a proof and example of that divine 
Tengeahce, which awaits notorious -and im- 
penitent finners.t However fecure they may 
think themfelves, y*t juftite will certainly 
Overtake them; and *< they (hill firt&lly re-^ 
ceive the due reward off their deeds.'* For 
♦* upon the wicked,** fays he^ *«X5od wilt 
rain fnareS,** or quick burning coals, ." fire 
and bfimftonef, ftorm and tempefl. This 
fhall be their portion to drink V* J 

Now as this ev^it was (o admirably cal- 
culated to check the career of unthinking 
finners;'and eftgagi^ their attention to theif 

, > . ■ • .J .^ . . . , . : • i • 

■Dcut^xxix. 3i-i4. If.xiii. 19. Jef, xziij.^i4^xliz. iS^— 

1. 40. £z« zxxviti* 2a. Amos iv. 1 1. Zepk. ii. 9; 

*Pf. xi.6, 

i.^ moft 
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moft important conqerns; how wifely was 
it j>rovidpd, that the memorj of it Hmnid 
bp, conv^jcd to pofterityt not only by th« 
Ufi. alfe^ting repref^^tatiQii <^ hiiloiy, hot 
alfo by the ti>ore amazing viable corufcgtions 
of perf<ftu;^Uy living fire? For diat {hi$. re- 
gion cpfitinaedto bym for ages, we iind at» 
jtefted by feveral anthors <>f gr^at and UO" 
donbti^d credit. 

To fa& by the ajathor of the . book of 
WifdoRiy, Diodorus Siculos, wh^ lived in 
the reign pf Jwliys C»ffrr,. defcribipg the 
Ai{>haiti(e 1^^ which now 0QCupief> alVlbdt 
^ace where the/01 rained cities ^Q»erly 
(toed, t.elU OS, " that the countiy aboiii ii 
yra& tkm joo iire ; at)fd fcnt fQr«h^i» grievou* 
iirlelh ,.to which he. attributes the fidfe^ 
coiiftitufiw and (hort lives ©f,^ ocigh- 
bouring inhJibiCan$$ v'* 
.,Str4bQ,:.wbo ftouriflied fooii »feer, n»en- 
tioh$ likewise the Tea oS ^odopi by the mii^ 
Ulstn^naflQ^ oikcui Strkmsi ami *^fy(^3a 
q{ it as bubbling and emitting fmoie at the 



y Seech. x» 6—^ 
* Bib. Hift. lib. xix. 
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time he wrote-^^* and moreover adds, that 
*« the bfokea and burnt rocks, ruins of 
buildings, and cineritious earthj which are 
feen all about it, give credit to thd teftimony 
bf the people of the country, who fay, that 
Sodom and the other cities, which anciently 
flood in this place, were deftroyed by earth- 
quake and fire </* 

Tacitus gives nearly the fame account; 
and affertSj that " the traces of the fire were 
ftill vilible in the burnt earth ^•* 

From thefe teftimonies it evidently ap- 
pezTSi and ftill more particularly from the 
teftimony of PhiloS that this fire lafted, 
without intermiffion, till after the days of 
the Apoftles. And if ib^ we may eafily ac* 
count for the phrafcoiogy of the text 5 where 
St; Jude obferves of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
that " they are fet forth as an example, 
fuffering the vengeance of eteRNai; fire^,!* 

» Geogmph. lib, x. 

* Hiftof. fib. V. 

^ y\U Mof. lib. ii. fub finc^. 

^ Vcr. 7. 

Vol. I. O For 
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For a fire, which was actually burnrag at 
the tiiiae he wrote; and had continued to 
burn foF near tw6 thoufand years together', 
fufficiently juftiiies the Apoftle's language in 
applying to it that epithet. — It juftifies alfb 
the application and fentiment of another 
Apoftle, in making it the emblem of that 
everla/iing puni(hment, which is referved 
ior the wicked in another life. For thus 
St- John, in plain alluiion to the fubjeft 
before us, dcfcribes the future ftate of the 
VifigocHy, and the mifery they are to fufFer 
in the other world — ',' Thck j)art fliall 
be. m tlie lake^ which barneth with fire and 
brimftone ^— And the/moke of their torment 
afcendeth up for ever and ever «.*' 
, Nor was this emblematical ufe of it,, 
as a reprefentation of God*s eternal ven- 

,. « Yea aad is probably burning n»w.- For Broch'ari9;< 
\?ho viikcd-tbis lake in the twelfth century, few it then*'* flam- 
lag and finpking like the mouth of helU" Defcrip- Ter. 
Sandlae, p» i.. cap. viii. § 35. And later travellers have obfcrved 
fomcthing of tiie like appearance, in pn^Kwtion to."thci][Uantity 
of the floating bitumen- ^... • • , 

^ Rev. XXI. 8. 

t Ibid, xiv, II, 

•r^^A N f^ gcaricei^ 
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geanecTj on the impieties of mankind, con« 
fined to the limits of divine revelation^ 
It was fo apt, pertineat, and ftriking, . that 
it gained admittance into the heathen myr 
thology- For the poetic rivers of hell, the 
black Cqcytus^ and the burning Fhlegethon^ 
I feem to be only^ if I may . fo fpeak^ 

I ftreams derived from the 'Dtad fea. But 

neverthelefs, iince thefe fabled • rivers, « as 
well as the fea to which, t^iey refer, ferved 
Xo work on the apprehenfions of men,. and 
thereby to ref^rain them from vicious prac- 
tices; they fo far anfwered the intention 
of Providence, and conlpired with his other 
difpenfations to the general improvement and 
happinefs of the world. 

The practical cpnclufions, which refulf 
fron> the whole, and which juftly merit our 
regard, are thefe. 

That ** t-he Lord alloweth or appro veth 
the Righteous; but the. ungodly, and him 
that delighteth in wickednefs, doth his foul 
abhor ^'^ 

*» Pfarl. XI. ^. oldverfion*. . ^ : 

. . \: Q i Thai 
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That, though *^he is ntereiful and long- 
fuffering, not willingthat any fliould p^rifli, 
but that all (hould com€ to repetttance^;'* 
yet, if tncn will pervcrfly continue in fin, 
and abufe the means of felvation; **his 
wrath** wilt certainly btirft out^ and faH 
hfeavily at kft " bn tbofe children t>f ricft 
and difobedience V* And therefore^ 

That it is no kfs our intereft, than it 
is our duty, to confider thcfe things in 
time; ahd make alt the hafte we pof^- 
libly can, tb fecurc, by a courfe ^f vir- 
tue, both oUr frefent peace^ and our futurfe 
felicity. 

And when once we are tngagfcd in 
this courfe, let us ^^ rertiember Lot's Wife^*^ 
and take heed, that we neither ** turn 
again," nor « look back'* to the things tve 
have left behind us. For fhe ftands, not 
only as a woful inftance of the won- 
drous manner, in which the wicked inha^ 

* 2 Pet. ill. 9. 

k Ephef. V. 6. ^ 

^ Luke xnid 32* Gen* kix, z6» 

bitautft 
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bitants of that country perifhed ; but alio 
as a lafting example to others^ of the great 
folly of delay and remifTnefs in their obedi« 
ence to the commands of God. 
Now to God the Father, &c. 
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Psalm Ixxviil. 12. 

'Marvellous things did he in the fght of their 
fathers in the land of Egypt ^ in the field of 
Zoan. 

WE have feeii the Ifraelites marvel- 
loufly condudled into the land of 
Egypt, and providentially fettled m the dil- 
tridl of Goflien ; where, thowgh they lived 
diftindt by themfelves, they had yet maiiy 
and frequent opportunities of imparting fome- 
thing of the true religion to all jhe peopl.^ 
j^round theni, 

Q 4. Here 
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Here they continued above two hiindre4 
years; during which time, great and momen- 
tous revolutions happened, as well in the 
general ftate of the kingdom, as in their 
own particular affairs. 

In the firft period of their fettlen>ent; 
whilft they eomfprtably enjoyed the benign 
influenfce of royal favour; as they were 
gratefully difpofed to inftru£l thofe, with 
whom they converfed, in the trye knowledge 
of God and his providence; fo their corre- 
fppxidepts, we n^ay prefume, were no lefs 
inclined to be taught apd inftrufted by th^m. 
From thefe mutually good difpofitions, froni 
thefe kind intercoqrfes and friendly corre- 
spondence, grpat improvements muft necef- 
farily arife. For religion and virtue, ftrongty 
inculcated on pne fide, and readily ^m- 
braped on the othpr, muft naturally thrive 
and inpreafe : And, as they fpread, mpft nji- 
fu rally ?nd pf courfe gather ftrength. 

But what(sver improvements the Egyp- 
lians might make in their religious fenti- 
pents or moral condu£l, during this calpi 
and Aufpicious period ; yet, certain it is, that 
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in fi^bfequeut, and probably turbulentt times, 
when a n«w 9nd impious king had acquired 
the dominion over them, they gradually re- 
lapsed into their former flate of vice and ig- 
norance ; and became again unhappily dif« 
tinguifhed by their grofs fuperftitions and 
abominable idolatries* For it is inconteflably 
evident^ thftt in the days of Mofes they were 
entirely devoted to the wor(hip and fervicc 
pf falfe deities : And not only fo, but that 
the Ifraelites themfelves, who fojourned 
among them, were in like manner, notwith- 
ftandtng the promifes and feal of circum- 
ciiion, either led by their example, or forced 
by their cruelty, to adopt and pradife the 
fame fuperftitions ". 

When things were come to fuch a pafs ; 
when this people, who had been raifed up 
on purpofe to preferve religion, were thus in 
danger of being perverted from it, or of 
perilhing under the aiRidions which they 
fufFered on its account ; when this, I fay, 
appears to be the cafe ; was it not highly 

" Exod. xxxii. 1^9. Jofh. XXIV. 14. Ezck. xx. 7, 8.— 
xxiii. 3, See Bp. War bur ton's DIv. Leg. b. ir. § 6. 

ncceffary 
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neceffary that God (hmild vifibly interptffe 

in their favour, and deliver them from the 

hands of their cruel, oppreffive, and mfe<3:ious 

•mafters? And confidering the part, which 

•the Ifraelites had to a6:, in carrying on -the 

\3efigns of his pi'ovidence ; was it not equally 

necefl'ary, that the mode of their deliverance 

'ihould be fo contrived, as to convince them 

and the reft of the world, that the notions 

they had imbibed were vain and erroneous, 

,and the gods they adored falfe and ima- 

gi[Q.ary? 

Now, as thefe things were not only 
worthy qf the divine cognizance in thera- 
felves, but feem,.in their very nature, to 
require fbme proper provifion to be made for 
them; fo it is obfervable, that God, through 
the courfe of his manifeAations in Egypt, 
had a clear and conftant regard to them p. 
For the chief intention, as the Scriptijre af- 

" Cum- id ageret Deus, ut populum sb Mgypu ijervitute li- 
beraret; ita parata funt omnia, ut Peus Ifraelis Mg}yti deo§ 
ludibrio exponeret, eofque, »na cum cviltu eorum, vanitatis poft 
natos homilies maxime redargueret. Spencx^l de Leg. Heb, 
lib. I.c^ i. § I, 

furej 
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fores us, of his ** multiplying thofe figns 
and wonders, both in heaven above, and in 
the earth beneath," was to convince ali — 
the Ifraelites% Egyptians p, and the reft of 
the nations "J — that *' the heavens and the 
earth were the Lord's, and that he was the 
governor among all people ^ ;" or, in other 
words, that ** he alone was the true God, 
and that there was none elfe befidcs'him/'-r- 
How properly thefe manifeftatipns were 
adapted to produce fuch conviftions, I (hall 
now endeavour to explain. 

It is the fundamental principle of divine 
government, to work upon rational creatures 
in a rational manner. But the moft rational 
method of reclaiming any people from the 
errours they have imbibed, and of bringing 
them over to the oppofite truths, is, to 
make it plain to their underftanding, that 
things are in faft juft the reverfe of what 
they conceive ; and to render them fenfible, 

• Exod-Ti. 7.— X. 5. 
p Exod. vii, g, — xiv. 4. 18^ 
4 Exod. ix. 1 6* 
' / Pfal. xxii, 48. 

that 
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that it were therefore more becoming their 
nature, as well as more conducive to their ^ 
happinefsy to think and ad differently for the 
I future. 

Now, let us apply this to the cafe bcr 
fore us. 

Mankind were never fo depraved in their 
notions of the divinity, but they attributed 
to it as well the government and conduct of 
things, as the dillribution of the good or iU 
that befel them : And fo far they w^re cer- 
tainly right. But then they falfly imagined, 
that the more illuftrious and aftive parts of 
the univerfe — the fun, ftars, and elements-r— 
. completely anfwered thefe divine chara(^ers. 
For, as they obferVed the courfe of thiqgs 
to be conftantly regulated, and the bleffings 
and calamities of life to be daily difpenfed, 
by the motion and agency of thefe bod^s ; 
fo they were led, by thofe appearances, tp 
believe them to be the only gods that go- 
verned the world. Herein lay their ruinous 
miftake. And by what * means was this 
miftake to be correfted ? Was it not by con- 
vincing them, that thefe bodies had no other 

powers 
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powers or qualities, than what they derived 
from their great Creator; whofe inftruments 
they were ia carrying on the purpofes of his 
providence ? And what properer method could 
Jehovah employ to form in their minds this 
conviftion, than that of empowering his 
rainifter to change or fupprefs the qualities 
of fuch bodies ; and make them operate, by 
his bare command, in direct oppofition to 
their ordinary courfe? 

This was to appeal to their own notions; 
to make them fenfible in their own way, 
that he alone was the govemour of the 
world ; and that all vifible beings were but 
fb many fubordinate agents, working by his 
power, and under his diredlion ; and confe- 
quently, that he alone was intitled to the 
worfhip and obedience of men, as hfe alone 
could reward or puniih them. 

Now, as fuch a procefs was mod aptly 
accommodated, in the reafbn of things, to 
thp circumftances and apprehenfions of man- 
kind ; fo) in the cafe of the Egyptians, the 
Deity, we find, . proceeded accordingly — 
exerting his power in appropriated iriftances, 
3 which 
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which equally ferved to ddmonftrate the 
nullity of the gods they worftiiped, ; as to 
punifli the crimes they had been guilty of in 
confequencc of that worfhip. 

But, to fet this matter in a clear light, it 
will be necefl'ary to take a particular view of 
the progrefs and conduft of the whole pro- 
cedure. 

In thefirft place then, Jehovah, by ame{^ 
fage in his own name, required the Egyp- 
tians to releafe his people'. The Egyptians 
difclaimed all knowledge of him, and arro- 
gantly difdained to pay any regard or atten- 
tion to him. *' Who is Jehovah," -replied 
Pharaoh, ^' that I (hould obey his voice, to 
let Ifrael go? I know not Jehovah, neither 
. will I let Ifrael go^*' They had^ gods oif 
their own — univerfal nature znd its feveral 
jft^r/i '»-^ who could, they thought, aft as 

power- 

, * £xod. T. I. 

* Ibid. ver. 7, 

" They worfliiped the uninferje under the name, i. of Pan. 
Tla,^ Al^v^U^h ji» nAN fAiVi »^;(ciiora}^ 1^ rwf oM rv9 m^ttp 
7iiie/Af wv Qtit i7y«». Herod. £uterp« c« cxlv. And of him jt 
is fung, — — - Ham 
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po^verfoUy in their behalf, as Jehovah could 
do in behalf of the- Ifraelites. In thefc 
therefore they trufted, aud upon thefe they^ 
depended. 

This then, you fee, was the proper time 
to Qonvince them of their folly : or to 
punifli their ftubbornnefs, if they proved in- 
corrigible. But God, foreknowing what the 
confequence would be, and unwilling to en- 
ter on the methods of feverity, commanded 
his fervants to go again to Pharaoh, and re^ 
peat the demand of his difmifling the Ifrae- 
lites. Upon this fecond application, the king 
required them to exhibit fome miracle, as a 

nSvcK xoXiS K^ali^y— xe^fieie To cvfAWct9f 

Kcu mv^ aOftyoloj'* Tii% yaf f«/Xii. Irirm, na»Qc^ 

Orph, Hym. in Pan. 

2. under that of Serjipis; Nam Serapis, quern iEgyptii deum 
fna^imum prodidc erunt, oratus a Nicocreonte Cyprioruin rege 
quis deorum haberetur^ his verfibus folLicitam religionem regis 
inftruxit— 

Mac&ob. Saturn. Lib. L c. xx. 

proof 
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proof that Jehovah wis ireally God, fitid that 
they were charged with his coi£vmiffion« 
AaroD^ in compliance with that requeft^ 
*< threw down his rod before Pharaoh^ and 
before his fervants^ aod it becattie a ier^ 
pent *— r" which in their hieroglypbkdl theo^- 
logy, was the emblem or reprefeniation fif 
the fupremd Gody." Hereupon the magicians 
were called to confront him ; who, being ar^ 
rived^ inftantly *• threw down evei^y n^ti 
his rod, which became in , like mai^ner fer^ 
pents^— '* emblems or fymbols of their {u« 
preme divinities. Thus farboth pwtics 'might 
be thought, perhaps, to have exhibited equal 
iigns of power. But the fuperiority loon ap- 
pears: for " Aaron's rod fwallowed up all 
the rods. of the magicians*.*' An evddent 
prognoftic this, of ^the event of the enfuiug 
conteft; wherein Jehovah vanquished and 

* Exod. VII. lo. 

i^gyptii Serpente boauiri Daetiionfem li^ificum. Sancho* 
NiATH. apud EUBEB. Ptep. Ev. Lib. I. c. X. p. 41. ate. Yo8»« 
de Idololatr. lib. III. cap. t^. in fine.' 
2 Exod. yiii» 1 2. 

deftroyed 



iki^foytd all the fods of Egypt ior reaUty^ a^ 
h^did hete iji fywbok ^ j . 

This miracle iii^qg no implrdlloii on;tb9 
minds <tf Phacaiph and bi$ mmifters, God 
then preceded to exert his power in ilill 
itiKtfe awakeniQg miracie«-*-fuch as not ooljr 
pFov^e^i that he was << God of gods, an4 
LcMrd ctf lords/* but alfo fllCAvedj that «* hi$ 
po^^ and bis wrath is againfi all them that 
forfaljebim*/* 

. Tbffe miracles; tbotigh feemiligly cou- 

fxifed to fuperficial readers, may nevertbelefs, 

.iipon clofer infpe(^ioiu be eaiily reduced into 

Jbttr tilaffis ; as being tratiia^ed in the four 

elements^ which were efteemed in Egypt the 

four principal deities. 

Let us then confidet them irt their order: 
for there is plainly a regular order, and a juft 
gradation, obferyable in them. 

I. The Egyptians, it is well known, held 
WATER ^ in high veneration; and more par- 

« Eira viih 32. 

^ .£^pci incoia^ a4iiarum beneficia percipieates, aquam 
colunt, aquas fuperftitiofa votorum continuatione vencfaoCuf*. 
Jul. FiRMic.de£r.prof.RcligioDii.PHXLrJud. devitaMofi^ 
.!ib.i.{>«6i7f 

Vol, !• R ticularly 



ticularly th<* ibr&v Nilfe < This was the fnlit^ 
ful fource of their chciceft bleflings ; and 
thence became the chi^ obJ6^ of theii^ reli- 
gious- rcgardv 'Fori 83 their daiiy ftrftenancfc 
was, in a great meafufrc, owing to its 
l)Ounty—it3^ water being their comnaotl^ 
drink, and its fifti their common food'^j'fo 
were they pmi6lually careful in p&yJng it 
their con-ftant and daily 'devotions. If then 
they were to be convinced, that ** God is 
^wonderful 'hi the waters ;*' that tbM river in' 
-particular was his«; Jiiid that they owght to 
ht thankful to him for it; fuirely his depriv- 
ing it of all its ntility—^deftroying its fifli 
that they might not eat them^ altering its 

^ ^ O^iii f^ofi iru Ti^v AlytnfiMi u^i q NstXo^ Nihil ehiiTi apud 
^gyptios taiito in honore erat atc^ue Nilus. Plut. de IC et 
Ofir. § 5. *• ^ 

^ Numbers xi. {;♦ Herodot^ £««, c» Uxvii^ DioDv, Sk, 
i^l^f'HIft. lib*. I. p, 3^* 5d. Hanov. 

^ The prefent king pf Egypt might perhaps imagine, with the 

fame arrogance as 6n(5 of his fucceflbrs afterwards did— See Ezek* 

xxix. 5. — that this river was fo peculiarly and emphatically hi» 

• enm^ that it was not in the powe? of any God to di%»flefi or de* 

^{^iWehimofitsbeHefits*. . . ; •; . 

.. -r. .water 



jw^tcr-jtlml^irth^ pc^uld not drink k/— rwaa 
noj tjialikiely; p^^intp work th>^l; .pffefl:.*— 
^Od if.jl^^.nf(fffi,f.w{h^ch th^jare faid to 

4^fir,4ev9tjiop&it>,tbis^ri^^ as, ^t a parti(;^7. 

J^f:i>Sftp4.4p ^Wf W^^t to ^^^ ^^ ciureixt 
,vffth. huniap 6cri|ii^s s ; then his • " turning 
its water into blood'' was a juft and fuitable 

' , ,Then ^in, ap;th.e banks, of this river 
ijvfre tl^e^graiid.f(p^iq of theirin^iqal opc- 
ratioqSsS.in which, blood ^nd frogs made the 
jyfipfiijpalpi^?t off >^e> apparatus^ fo, by 
coininaiKlipg it. tq : produce {uch .^an , infinite 

' Phixo (vit. Molis, lib. i. p. 617. Ed. Parlsr) fe^na to inti- 
mate, that the fiih became immediately unfit fi>r,ufe ; thci^ nutri-r 
.tive pttipeity. bcbgjnftiwdy changed into another of the molt 
;^^H'er9Mf •Qaturer--Aii'd JosbfhUs fays. (Aaitiq,- Jud, llb.ii ' 
.<:- >i.y..§yfO th^tb« water brought great paiixs. and bittpr to^- 
m^nts upon thofe who ventured to drink of it; . 
. .f-.U^verfal Hift^^v^Ic I. b. I. ch, iu. ,§ %. p. ,4x3 and 
484»..8y».* , . »..'.!... ..:.... 

. .^ Eaf#vii» 19. zu. Rev. xvi. ^•6* ^ ; 

4 Tiarg* Jon. B^ Uxi£l. in Exod. vii. z^.fitvIiL 1$. . ,; 
. ^ ;MA|moiy«' Mor. Nevoch. p. iii* c. xlvj. Spencer deLeg 
HebfiJib*'ii» c, 3fv..§'J.;HoRAT. Epod. v. ver. 19, JuvsNAt. 
Sat. iii. ver. 44. .* • - 

R 2 fiiulti- 
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tnuttituife df thefe cireatnfiM )Ed annoy 'them ^ 
!ie adapted his chaftifeittcnt to the rwitth* 
bf their crimes J adapted if lm}eed ih a moid 
Wonderful mktrncr : fihce fi6gi-w«te ttot otil^ . 
the ihftramettts of theFt irtjkrtttittatio^s, b^ 
likewife tlife emblems df 'thdfe ifaiptifc dab* 
mons, whetA they invoked by l§ieiif*ittcan- 
tattem-"*. •-•■'■ '* ' ' ■ •• ^'" 

IL The KAkTH Was another oftjeft' df 
their wof (hrp •*; to which they adlrefiedtiieir 
Iblemn devotions, and offered up tKe firft 
fruits of the harveft, as to the donor of their 
Wrn and grain; and of all the other pi^dtrce 
x>f the year K To rtiake . them theiefbfe fe»- 

* Rev.:!lvi. 13% 

A ^)on ediiiem ieoi fitiMliter t^tuM: univorftu^gf^dK^^xiv 

^«firi», Pi.UT. dc K et Of. $ 3». 

«• T. A. Nam etiam nunc meilis tempore oblatis ipksxnim* pli- 
mttib, incobe juxta manipulos ptangere, Ifiileiifqu« mviooafe fo-* 
lent, td qiiod Udftro' fAckmt, ut honorcttd pro in^niii^Oesk Tub 
.prtcnoe iftvetidofiia tempus retribuant. Diod. Sicuu Bib. flift» 
lib. i. p« ij.. £u«EB* ?rxp. E^iig.iib* a|li cap. vwfufe^^ 
Sf SNcia de Leg. Heb. lib. ili. cap« xi. 

fiblJB, 
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^ICrl^tN: the itiA%XH did .not ^t £otA, 
thofe Iff^ftiiliikABg j>roduAions. (for which 
^jr4ll0rp<l it iWifih.inUUkeo gratitude) bj 
aj^y ^9d(»pendeot vktve of its own, but odly 
io comlequepce of. the dime eftahlifliment ; 
tomak^ th^m, I %« fkttCihhof this, G<id 
reverfed the nature of its produ£kions'; 
paufing it to M bring forth lice on man and 
beaft, through all the land of Egypt r.'* 
Before* they were nouriihed by what the 
earth produced; now, they are devoured 
by it. 

«* And becwie day had gmie aftray fa 
very far in the ways cf enmtr, as to hold 
the cattle of the field*— yea, nmfoine beads, 
reptiles, and infedls-^for gods';*' therefore 
the former were killed by a murrain'; and 
a mixture of the Utter was fent to tormeftt 
them*: «* that they might experimentally 

know, 

» ^xpd. viiL i6t 17. 

^Wifd. xi. ij. » 

' Exod. ix.- 3—6. i : ..1 ■ . 

• Ezod.vui. 31—24. •^^•jny!n>»Udit)w^itenden, 
ifmxit genui muicarum ; but tbe ixx «i(«p|MM«lK))r» w^***^ 

R 4 i.e. 
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tooiv, tfcaewherewithAl'a^marf fiB^ 

y ; IlL Tha v^iR Wa6rari6t&6r^o#^t1fc1? IcfeWf 
'^ivinittcs,^ ; to whomthiiy Attributed- the. iS- 
Jubrity of their dimafc, and the hSaltliki^ 
; of ihcif t)\tia tOoBftitutioBS *I; md whbfe be- 
;nevoIeaace . thereforis thfey ftudiei^' to- engage 
by. the offerings of daily irxienfe-^y. ' To con- 
'vince them of* the falflidod dF thh fepinioii 5 
ota (hew'^hmr'that:'f:*iGod ^lone wouiidetii 
'.mid healeda, ^illfctbaod noaketh alq^e-/' he 
changed the falubrioiis qualities of the a.if, 
a.nd renderfi^J iipdfl:iM"^tial*^-*'*f exckiiig'hot, 
: inflamed itivmirsv atwl izirolent^ ^ngrytu leers, 
^ bothJinrtDakaixd beafty dirdtighouti'ail.che 

^ 1. c. /^p-t;^. And in this fenfc, the infliction is ju illy applicable 
*'<o'i partlccrlVrlJtyneh q? thei^ ^fuperftitlon, \\z'.' 'i^i^-^JorJfjip^ 
/ Pjpfsirb toti'dafieto venerahtun; i|iv.- SdfL xv.^ vdf 3 &. * / i r* 
.^. t.Wiffl^ji^x^^ : ;: i 7:;:!. 1 ; - :•!;/* 

** Tjjr ^ A/|a «r^o«ra/o^«^pa-«> ^«0'^9 'A0»i'ai», x. r. ^. Acri pprTQ 
* MincftaB nomen, quadam vocis interpretationc, attribuiflc, Jo- 
vilqupfiliam banc et virginem putari, eo quod aer natura corrup- 
rionx non fit obnoxius. Diodor. Sicuf . Bib, Hifl.lib. i. j>. 12. 
El*s£b. Przp. Evang. lib. III. cap. ii. • * 
.« ' ^'HtsoDbf/Eunc.T)f*:^ul- ' ^'^ ' •* 

♦^i.i.r j?fci|;/TA***^4p*^ct<)f. § 80, 

- ^ ^ *' land/' 
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land***^i4*^AQd if you fuppofe this painful in- 
fli^ion to dSeO: more particularly the ingui* 
iial p^ttSy ^s the word which we tranflat^ 
<* blains' '* feems to indicate^ we may^theu 
conclude it to be farther intended as a jud 
puniihment of thofe lafcivious praftices, and . 
abominably impurities, lo. which the uatipn 
w^s horribly addicted*. 

Then again ; as they afcribed the exuhe- 
rance^.growthi and maturity of all vegetable 
prodyftions to the genial warmth .and benigii 
influence of this, divinity, .the air; fo the 
Lord ftreqgthned and mvigorated the powers 
of that cUmenc* to corre£l and reprove their 
ierrour, JFor he caufed it to produee fuch 

* Exod. ix. 9. Hcb. fJiy^yilK ulcera, apoftemata, morbus 
f allictts. ScHiwia^u in^BLad• HjQ* Sio. et u^ra^^n iigiu£ 7. 
^coltata fuit muUcr^ 

* Haud dubie fomicandi verbum, ut paffim, ad idololatriam 
refertur. Ita tamen, ut firaul alludat ad jEgyptiorum libidines 
impuriilimas. HQrrefco referees. In parte hircini cultus id fuit, 
c^uod qwcdam mulieres, tanquam religioni addi^ae^ (acris fcilipet 
hircis foede & fubmittebant. Bocbart. Hieroz. p. I. lib. ii. 

c, liii. See Lcvit. xriii, 23, 24. xx. 15, 16, and Patilic^'s 

Com. on the Texts. 

^ Wifd. xvi. 24. 

R 4 ' \"' dreadful 
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dreadful ftbrms of rain, hail, thunder, an4 
lightning, as had never been kntwr^^ fince 
the foundation of Egypt; whereby the 
greateH part of t|ic herbage and fruit was 
blafled and deftroyed. — And afterwards, the 
eaJi^Wtnd^ whicji they likewiie adorpd, eonr 
veyed through t^eir coafts a large flight 
of locufts, to fat an4 confume the re- 
mainder S 

IV. The fupreipe obje6b of their wqrfliip 
were the sun, moon, aiid stars**, \yhofc 
fplendor ftruck them with high admiratipn, 
and whofe beneficence wprked mightily 
upon their gratitudip. To fhe\y them- there- 
fore that he ruled in the heaveps, ahid gq- 
verned tbeie ^ ?(a|ted and ipiendid luminaries \ 
Jehovah fufpended th^ir lights* and em*- 
nations--- caiifed |hem tp \yitl^draw their 

« Exod. X. I 2 1^, 

Cir» that ovo Sty.-, ft,V5iyj Tt t^ vf^xw?, twti "HAiof >^ tv' X«Xvy,»,^ 
X. T. K Catcrum vetuftillinios in uEgyptQ morta^ps— duos efle 
Deos exrtimafle, seternos & pnmds, Solem quippe & Lu- 
nam; cjuoriim iftum Ofirim, banc Ifim, appellarinc. Diodor. 
. Sfpui,. Bibl. Hift. lib. I. p, lo, ^pRPHYa, a£u4 EustB. Prsep. 
£VaDg. lib. ill. cap. iv. ^ * 

luftre 
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iiiftre-««^aQd^ «^ covered 9U the laod of figypt 
vi^irti thick daricoeis for dniee d^i ^^^ 

Tothpr^r iniracleB in proof of his ibvc» 
y^^^t (^ fupenddpd ono more^ as a de^ 
monftratiQti pf }iis provid^oe. For th^ 
death of every firft«*boco of the l£gyptians 
carried (q lively a TeiembUoce, and bore, aa 
the author of the Book of Wiidora juftly 
obferyes U lb natural a relation to theif (m^ 
in deftroying every ipale of the IfraeUtes ; 
that they xpuft needs perceive^ it was pur- 
pofely inflided as a fuitabie puniihment for 
that very cruelty : and confequently muft 
'conclude, that this great and tremendous 
.God, thie God of Ifrael, took particular cog* 
jiizance of human tranfadions ; and^ (boner 
or later, << rewarded every man according to, 
his work/* 

Such Tvere the miracles per&rmed in 
Egypt ; and fuch the purpofes inteoded by 
them. And, when viewed in this light; 
f he w^ light in which the Scripture places 

^ Cbji xviii, 5. 

them J 
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tbem^ 'hdw'>judicidii%d<>the3r ^pp^utok^ 
accommodated iiv theiri nature to thcappce^* 
heniions of «he ge(iple,-^d\the piiitCl in 
ointfoverfy I how properly adapted, jiaevccy 
irefpe^,; to .anfwer tb^ cnds^that iwcrc det 
figned .bjT them ! Nor is the manner in* whi<?}i 
♦hey vfete wrought le:& worthy of our admi^ ' 
rationy'^nce it wasibicalculatfid, as to exi- 
^kde or obviate every, oi^jeftion, which th^jr 
prejudices might fuggeft ; and to forward 
and improve every good and pious emo^ 
tion, which their reflexions might inlpire. 

In -the firft place, as the Egyptians, who 
had very high notions of the art of forcery, 
might pcobably imagine, that Mofcs per- 
formed thefe miracles.and prodigies by^fome 
fafcinatiou ^; fo their own magicians were 
freely permitted to try the utmoft of their 
ikill and power ii| thjs repetition or inaitation 
of them: but they tried in vain. .Their 
.acknowledged inability therefore to equiil 

« Origen contra Celsum, lib. iii. Phjlo Jjud. D? vita 
Mofis lib. i. , , . 

and 
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tind imitate them, plaitily proved and ihcon^ 
teftably evinced,*' that they - were "not thfc 
efFe^ of magic, but the woVks'of God^. 
'And, though thefe'^eteftable feducers'had fo 
far impoled upon 'the* people, as to make 
them btrlfeve; that ttiey could, by their in- 
cantationis, fecure' both thert perforis and 
properties'' From al! Icinds of evil*; yet, how 
rouft even the (impleft among them, be now 
awakened into a full conviftion of the falf- 
hood and vanity of fiich deceits, when they 
' faw the magicians,- with all their boafting, 
equally involved in the common calamities; 

• and,' Infpite of the high pretcnfions of their 
artplharing the general fate of their neigh- 
'bours ^ ! And this, it Ihould feem, the hit- 
torian has been careful to record, left the 
cjhildren of Ifraerfliould be led aftray,'and 
impbfed upon by the like pretenfiohs. * 

Moreover, the Egyptians were forewarned 

' pf the day, whett every plague (hould befal 

• ' ■ ^ . r .1. ■■ »..!'./ . •. 

. >» Exod. Viiui9« . ' 
} Ma I MON. Mor. Nevoph, p. iii, c. xxxvii. 
* Wifd. xvii. 7. g. • 

them ; 
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them; and permitted to aiSgn their own 
Jtime, ;when they would have them re«- 
Bapvsedv, whereby they might clearly fce^ 
i;hat Ood alpoe was the author both of 
their fufferings and deliverances; and that 
jRO planetary afpeft (for they thwght the 
;{l:ars governed the world) wa$ fo &vourable 
pr malign, but that he could afilifl: or relieve 
them, when ever he plea;(ed. 

Be(ide$^ the& miraculous judgnt^n^s came 
upon them by leifurely advances ; and pro- 
per intervals of refpit^ were allowed themi 
• to cqniider and reflet upon what had been 
done i^— " that, feeing by -their pumOiment 
. whereia they had ojifended, they might xe* 
.turn from their wl^ke^nefs| ajid believe on 
the Lord VV 

And laitiyi to convince them that the 

God, who wrought th^fe wpnderp arzumg 

f them, was the God of Ifrael ; h^ nuide an 

] obvious, viable dUtin^ip})^ thro|i^g]^, the 

courie of his procedure, between the two 

nations: and whilft the land of Egypt wa^ 

»Wifd,«i.2,. , • 

#iaed 
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^MSttd mtW thefe plagues, the land' of 
CJoflictti' Wltei^ the' Ifraclitcs dwch, re- 
riiafefetSfffetiandatainoleftcd*. From whence 
they ^'migftt draw this farther concTofton, 
that he was as traly gracious to the faithful 
aiid obedient, as he was terribly fevere on 
ihc rtbeilibos and ungodly. 

Now, if* thefe ratioaal methods of cbn- 
vidkibhttnild not prevail on the obflinare 
Egyptftto* tb 'rtpent of therr wicked- 
nefi, arid- let Ifrael go ; what clfe can rea- 
fbtikhiyht expelled, but that God, in juf- 
titei (hould fiifFeir their crime to become 
tih^ir pitnifliment ; and leave them «* to eat 
the bitter fruit of thoir owd way^ and to 
be filied with their own devices '^ ?" Accord- 
ingly, when they purfued the Ifraelites, 
with, infatuated jreTolutiou, into the mid^ 
of the feav God, who was in no wife bound 
fo pfcterve his enemies by a miracle, fuffered 
xhe fea to feturn^tp its ilreo£th~*and over^ 
whekft them all ^ - 

" Ex. vm. 22, — ix,4, a6»-^X» 2g^^7uu 13^ 
^ Prov.i. 31. * ' 
, . • ^. xivt 2% 28, 

1 •^Thus 



** Tiiusi^he Lprd' got bun^^^lioponr.mpQfi 
PbaraoS^. .upoo: his , charipts^. .and upo|f ^ h^ 

wbqai,, accojrdtng' ta thp cuilom. 9I tb^fa aiv- 
<:knl;,tiaxe5,,,it i§.ptpb9b]e,.,he cjrrjed.-in the 

I need not obferye what awfiil iqqprcC- 
fions this pma^zing . judg^^t '|^ m^v/1; fix 
on .the ^ minds ,of the fev era! r . f^^i^t^i to 
whopi, it. became ki^o^wn^; and hftw.forci- 
^bly it muft convince, them,; tihat. the God, 
who . cottl4 -do iuch , .mjghtj^ wondjerfifcj flfiilft 
he ^' greater th^n all. gods : fince^r . in the 
-place and thixigs,:wl^erein tJ^y rW^ 

.9 Famjliaref fuh?:i<Jplolairif lairtjtqivpritius, fi(rr.pfaditi^ii>£tf- 
ceptwis, ,a¥t ci^m hofte congreJTuii?.. idola pafnil^ fecum fepfe; 
'ut ;tlneris fociosV pugnaque 'duces atque aulpices haberent 
-deos tutelares, iifc[ue pnefcntibiw cnium exhittoiht. ' Spencer. 
fiiei4Qg> SQh«wl4k:uu.c, iii;.§<i;'/X9f dkis ciiflpm weiuiet with 
• fexenil inilax^f e^. in Scripture; ami with pc^ eveuiaf^W'as .the 
days of ^avid. i Chron^xiv, 12. . ^ ' 

*" 'Arfd pcrKaps the mofe aWfoi/ teaftifer br'the Harmer ia 
which it was accompliflied* For the ahdeattiaccdittitcxi dr&am* 
ing a dreadful and accurfed death. AMMy ^* irt dtf^hf (ivsit xvfiM" 
oiu Hbs iod; Op. etDier. fib. lu ver. 305. 

. • 4. . * - pofed 



pofrd to have moft. .'power, b/^ V^as ijipw 
foiindite be above; tlMQS^V* - t ; / r 
. . But: J: ifauft iwir,;-;bg3frever,s forget tp 
mtnthmf that this ijanfarkable :fHm)&nie|i|y 
fevere. as it wasr oti Pharaoh aad hj^ army^ 
might. yet ..be infiide4;iA: gr^iC. goodi>e% 
and be ultimately attended ivith gr^at bo-- 
nefits, refpedbig ; the nation :at.larg^* For, 
if the various mod^ of idolatry^ thcp 
pra£ti^ hi Egy^f »w€ire, as.theFci i$ fijme 
resEonio.Iurpe&ti imposed upon the people 
by thd*/r%fe, ahd fupported by the/$I4Ury; 
then, the total deftrudlion of thpfe^^ppr^effiye 
agents x>f wickednefs happily fervis)dt— to i^t 
the people at full liberty tp ju^ge for them- 
felves.; and to follow the impulfe of thpfe 
reflexions, which the preceding miracles 
had excited hi their minds. B^t thofe 
refiedions would naturally lead the^m, to 
confider Jehovah, the author of thefe mi- 
racles, as the only ^reat and true God-- 
and confequcntly, as the. fole Being, to 
whom their veneration was to be now di- 
rected. Hence their religion muft necef- 

* Ex. xviii, II. 

iarily 
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farily affbmtt a new fotm $ and beconie, d/ 
courfe, more pure, per&£):^ anid refiroed^ than 
it Was befoi^ei. Heltig t&fbtmtd tlierxifel&res^ 
-they communieated their intprbvensetits to 
other liatlcmft : for rAott nations kamt o^ 
them^-^imbibed their feiitiments^ dnd copied 
their* rtantierft. * ^ 

Now, if the caife was really fuch; if 
the greateft part of tHe world derived their 
policy and religion from the Egyptians j' 
then. the reformation of the jnhabitanis of 
Egypt might evencually beconie ths re** 
fcrmatidn of the inhabitants 'of the greateft 
part of the globe.— A circumft«nce, which 
converts the feveriiy of this poiiiihincnt^ 
into ait inftanc^ of feeftevolence of the moft 
extenlive Icind. ' •' 

«* O the depth of the riches both of the 
wifdom and knowledge of God 1 how un- 
searchable are hi^ judgments, and, his ways 
paft finding out ^!** Jm^n, 

s E R- 



[ '^S1 ] 






S E R MO N XI. 



^he hordes portion is hh people^ Jacob is tbf 

. lot of his inheritance . 

He found, him in a defer t landy. and in the 
wajie howling wildernefs ; he led him about ^ 
he tnJlruSled hirhy he kept him as the apple of 
bis eye^ 

THOUGH tHe VcTiildrcn pf Iflael, ' lii 
CQiiiequence of the miracles' thc^ iad 
lecn lu Egypt, and of the wonderfal palTage 
that was opened for them through'' tl^e Red- 
Sea, did now believe and gratefully ^acknow- 

[ . ' « Exod.xir.^u PfaLcvi...i2i • 

Vol, 1. S lc^g^$ 
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ledge, that their great deUvercr was the 
frue God; and that he alone had a right to their 
obedience;^ yet, as their foperftitious preju- 
dices were deeply rooted, and their prone- 
nefs to idolatry remained flrong, the utmoft 
prednution wa^ 1{i\\ iieeetlkry tto kec|^ tikm 
from falling off* They were toa weak and 
iinfettled to be left to rhemfelves, tocontend 
with occurring tcmjptations,- For had they 
been allowed to ccMiverle familiarly with the 
neighboiaring^Aatibft^; 6f hadltfiey been con- 
duifted imcnediately in(o thelaind of Caijiaan^ 
the very' 'fight* Df the cuffoman-v .Ijeathen 
wprflijp. would have niKiiidfejd th^r,JSoVidnc;6 
for it ; aixd if? fefcinating^cereajoiii^s jvoufd 
J^ave fedirced'thep a|^^ to adopt ajid'cpn* 
tmue the practice or it. 

To guard them therefore from the^perhi- 
cious.coqtj^gion ofijl exarnpl^s ;, ad^jQ ^Js^geo . 
tj^.eiji in Go^^^^ upon tiimfelfe 

God ^yt^ely carried /theoi into a^lpefclatcr 
wilcierii^fs : whejfe they; tow fiich continued^ 
inarvellpusi ;lii£tanceabif his ^ver ancj good- 
uefs, as eq:ually fetVed "to fupply tKeir'con* 
tinya^ly-rifingAVants^ and ta ftrengthen and 
•^ ' i '• -^ CoAkrm 



t&tiSitA their yistfdeble, arid wavering Mtit 
For there their neceffitles were rtot Dtto'r* vaU 
:xtibu€v Urgent, stnkl preilin']^; tba/riMs iti^ci- 
fol ]sn>aidenG0 50S0 inftaiit;^ forward^ iind 
r^idy^'W i^eliivb thtra:: adapting utf^Mto' 
idle iriircuinftariteit of dieir ciiaiditiaii, atid 
ia^dling ib opeiratlous to tibe nature qf 

As' they? fctiet;^ ncsr tfae i^ay ^«trgh tHa 
pathlefs defart j and were in danger of being 
devotH^e^ty wild b^taftsj ihfirJBecirifiab^ the 
iftthdk «if the d&iite. pr'dence^ wmi coia^ 
.'ftfltttljr befoire iheto^ tQ guide . and prote«ai 
them in all their jourriies. * « -Hcfprfeid oat: 
a dowi for ^ co^eriiig in tha ciby-time ; afid 
fl^e tb give light in-thcnigtet^fcafcBJ**-'' * 

: >Whenthey g^ewthicftfi ^ud-bad nothing 
«o Afia^ ; ^ iusi brought tvtterj> tiui of the 
<Aoi^ rSck^ i^d: gav^ ^ thOKi' driisk thijre^ 
4»if 11 h^ beeb otit-o^ thfe grc«. dipith y/* 

. iWdmvthay wer^ op|>t&f{bd iirith hvDgidf^ 
arid had nothing to eat ; *^ hfe fcnt thenqt 

y Pf. Ixxviii, 15, 16. £x, xviJ. 6, NuMB. ix;8— if. 
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flefh in abun^nce, atid filled them with the 

bread of heaveii*/' s ' '^ 

: As theyrwerecoiitinually expofed' to the 

incleiiiencica of the weather^ withouf any 

ixneaiis-lof fapplying tHcmielries with new 

!cloathing;:tiwrefore, that:thej!-tnight not 

periih .by cold and uakediipfe, He preftrKcd 

their garments frefti and entircv: through 

:alLthe timfeof their roigratioai iti thQ.wil- 

tternefeji. .. :.. r' . .. .:•' .| 'X/}/ : 

: .'., And^ laftly^ to render 'them equ^l: <*0'<be 

•difficulties pf their roacchfes^ihe tee|>fcXhei^ 

.-feet firdm > fwcUingi and their- (b6es(&ofti 

: wearing ouf^.- ' * ;'.. ". r' '-.[ 

i ':;:The.patenial car^ ^ifplaytd in thfifc/mi- 

racl6s, miift^ one would imagine, effeftuairy 

^ngage theit:.gratitude. to::Gpd, '*:who'thad 

:done fuch great things for thiem ;'\IqM m- 

Vyariabiy fix. them in a dutiful ob^ence to 

rfll bis ldws.:-laws, thatiwere^ moftbf/thi^m, 

^attended .at: thtir deHvgr/ with . au aobasling 

« Pf. cv. 40. Ex, x\u 12—1^. Numb* xi* 7, ji* 
* Deut. xxixi _j. 

*» Deut. yiru4, -. , ' ' 

j> -. 2 ^ train 
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train of wonders-^equally calculated to prove 
their divinity, as to fecure them reipe£l and 
attentiop : lavrs, .that were, all of them, ex- 
cellently adapted, as well la promote the 
great defigfi of this people's leparation, as 
to prevent the irregularities, which they 
were liable to fall into, from jthe feducing 
examples of other nattoos. 

'But alas! fo ftrangely was this perverfe 
generation attached to the cuftoms, follies 
and fuperftitions of the people they had left, 
that no miracles could engage them, no 
latVs cb^uld preferve them, in the allegiance 
they owed to God. For, even in defiance 
of the Ten Commandments wliich were juft 
delivered; and while Sinai was yet trembling 
at the majeftic ahd awful prefence of the 
Almighty ; this people had the hardinefs to 
revolt from him-*^o niake for themfelves a 
molten image — a golden calf, the very Egyp- 
tian Apis*r-T-under the conduit and protec* 

^ ^0/Ao:r;^o$ tTQiy o^AiTii xot^iCfj^noi, HeroDOT, lib. ill. C. 28. 

Vide ct SuiDAM in voce * Av»3v? ; which affords an excellent 
Comment on Exod. xxxii. i— lo, 

S q tion 
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tipn of which thty mc?ot to return to the^ 
f)^lovpd Egypt. 

. This defe{liop was ;fi>ul and daritig^ md 
M it defprved^ fo it accordingly received, ^ 
juft apd fuitable puniflunent. ^ Fpr there 
/ell of th« people that day about three thoiur 
iand m^""^-'' But, ^jotwitfeftandijig this and 
other chaftifemeiij:^^ which plainly, (hewed 
4:hem the eKtrcme folly of deferting :l!beir 
^God; ypt could npt theijr hearts be itiany 
,wi(e induced to r^ly whoily upon himf nor 
could any.raotiyea prevail with them to 
** coutinu^.ftpcjfafl: in his covenant *^.'' T^^K 
revolted frorji. him-atxcvcry t^irn; and rouiv 
foared s^ai|:l(): him in every diftrefs: yfhicfa 
pnly.ftrypd. to.iucrcfife their calamities^ as it 
provoked his farther r^fentmcnt. . . 

Whjei) fhey perceived^ at length, that 
their reb^lHpfii? againft him ferved only to 
|B:}ultipJy.thft proofs of his fiipremacy^ ^nd 
^o bring upo^therofelves heavier inftisaious j 
their perverfenefs took then another turn; 

' Ex. XXSIJ. 2$. 

« Pfal, Ixxviii, 37. 

and 
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'Mid vented it^f in t>f^afitu>n Co his mim/itr». 
They difputed both the title.of Mo&s to the 
icm^/V'power^ aridtho defignirtion of Aaroti to 
Xht prkjib9t>d{. - 

Noiv this oppofitjcm was no hk impious 
.than, arrogant^ For it Arttck diredij .at (the 
very bafis of the divine. e{bblifknient;.af]fd 
i^aa, in effect, an open docldraticHTf that tlie 
Moiaic Qcconomy was ubthiog more, than 'a 
.refined ftroke of ftate poiicy <^the aitful «>n- 
.trivatioe of their aolbitious leader* :i 
. At. the h^d of this c^po£tion:farppc^red 
-two i^nowned and powerful parties ; who, 
reiped:ivtly, obgeded to the two brothers, 
Mofes and Aaron; on account of the offices, 
.which they had refpcftively affumeA For 
rDathaa and Abitam, who .were the deiben^ 
dants of Beaben, theifirft*boni of Jacob, 
thought them4el^es, in right of primogeni- 
ture, better entitled to the civil authority, 
-than Mofes could poffibly be. And Korah 
and' his adherents, being all, pfobabiy, of 
the tribe of Levi^ clainjed, ia confe^uwce, 

* Numb. xvi. 34 

§4 an 
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.an equal right with Aaron and his fbnft to 
the oliice of the prie/lho6d. 

Theie were points of high concern; and 
required a clear, inconteftable decifion:. Biit 
who could decide thera, faye God* himfelf? 
To him therefore^ the appeal was made* 
**.And Mofesfaid to all the affembly-^ 
Hereby ye (hall know, that the Lord hath 
lent m^to do all thefe things ; and that I 
have inot done them of mine own miqd. 
If thefe men/^ whoqueftionmy commiiiion, 
M die the common death of all men; pr if 
they be vifited after the vifitatioii of all roert; 
then the Lord hath not fent me : but if the 
Lord make a new thing," and perform an 
inftant, tremendous miracle ; " if the i?arth 
open her mouth, and fwallow them up alive^; 
then ye (hall underftand, that thef^ men 
havp provoked the Lord«,'' in doubtiqg my 
authority. 

^- And it camp to pafs, fay§ the text, that, 
^s he had made an end of (peaking thefe 
words, the ground clave afunder that was 
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under them ; and the earth openod herfnoutht 
and IWallowcd them up, with all that apper- 
tained to them; — and then clofed again 
"upon them K!^ A judgement, as deci&ve, 
as it Was terrible. 

Mofes's commiliion being thus proved, his 
brother^s caufe was fiion after determined. 
The trial was fair and open. Both parties 
appeared before the Lord, exercifing the 
duty of the office they claimed. But the 
great Judge of both inftantly declared his 
utter abhorrence of Korah's prefumption, by 
deftroying him and his aflbciates with fire^ 
And the next day he publicly ratified his 
approbation of Aaron, by accepting the 
atonement he made for the ppople, and 
flopping tlie plague that was raging among 
them K 

When God, by thefp tremendous adls, 
had clearly manifefted his choice of Aaron, 
in preference to the fons of Levi; he was 

^ Nuinb. xytu 31-^33. 
> lb. ver. 35. 

afterwards 



Jartber . x^eiit^ft, to cpufifii) ; th« .;&(pe bf 

«9nother,^fc\et^tp the.exclufiop /of 4^. }^ 

trijbest; X:h? form pf ^the 'proce4urc, w*s 

this J and is ftriking, H^^xirdered tbeoi tp 

^fcej KwA,^^y,aim^nodi^^^.^^ the 

^^aa^c «^ the tweli^e tribes; uf)Qn.^one. of 

jWhich rfie -chief perf<w^ .-pf ^very. /tribe waf ID 

#^A^ciibe bf«*i)ame; ^ndt^e. aamf ^..A»roa 

•to be^writ^ on the fo4 of Levi^; ^ 

. : Now, , if, we fiyjpofe, asj thii^ we may, 

that the ^hnond-tree was uied i» ^nciept 

tim^s fOTrtbo erabl?ij5:pf favour, ^acceptaiipp 

^nd pfO|)ltipuiBers^;jtheci it will ap^ar, 

that, by-this defignati^u, each xod became 
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"> Sei viys^ itLMsK3owiiftnt tti lilt 6(lb#itigt]n^«fV 
Georg. i. 187, &c. . . 

Contemplator item, cum fc nux plurima» fylvis, 
' Induit in'forem, etrambs curvabit olentb; 
. : 31 fupeil^t itttufi, parket^ frinueata ieqii^nluir, &lv- 
.obferves; Prdgoofiicon ell: aom futUii f(^Us| ^riui^iiiittkis amyg* 
dala veftiet fe floribus, &c. " that the quick budding, bloflbm- 
ing, 3^c. of the almond tree, were looked n^on lis a ibfe figo of 4 
kind, plentiful and propitious year.'* And therefore ittiight cafily 
be transferred to xt^xektitfavaurfprrfperity^ orfr^tietfitr^tlsargc^ 
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net only the fymbol 6£ a partkubr- tribe, 
4)Ut aifo the emblem. '<rf tbej^/^/j^ofiice, m 
Its hi^ft and moft important biiahcH, the 
vtich of Mtonemmt^ And if fo> we have a 
«dear view at once, as well of the propriety 
jofjshisltnode^ proceeding; as of the juft'i- 
neis of the conclufion, which immediately 
refulcoi frem itv For if tbefe rod8,depofited 
in the cabernacle, remained there all toge- 
ther (ths? of Aaron alone excepted) in a Jrjy 
dead and Ufelefs ftate; was k not evident 
^ven to a demonftration, that *1^ tribes re- 
prefented by them were to remain powtrlefs 
4VxiL withut authority 9 in regard to the offices 
of that holy place? And when " the rod of 
Aaron hudded^ bhjfomedy and yielded j4"ty///' 
an fo wonderful a manner, how plainly, 
though fymbolically, tilJwa^ thereby deter- 
mii^ed, that he and his defcdndants were 
the only perfons, whom the Lord had 
called to minifter before him; and that 
their miniftration alone was the miniftra* 
tion of truths life ^nd ^erfeSfion f And as this 
rod w^is afterwards laid up in the ark> for a 
jperpetual teftimony of the divine clei^iion of 



ne 
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the ^armc race''; . lb were " the ciffers of 
Korah and his company wrought out iiito 
broad 'p.la^e$ ifor a povering of the altar, as a 
ftaudhig menoorial of the dreadful efFe£t of 
their impious rebellion— that none, for the 
future, might prefutne: to rebel in the iattie 
Planner °." . 

And indeed, rebellions of this kind they 
were no longer guilty of; though. in other 
refpeds they continued ftill incorrigibly vile, 
perverfe apd dilbbedient. 

For, ysrhen God had carried them, with 
much patience and long-fufFering, to the 
very borders qf the promifed land 5 .and had 
piercifully propoied to put an end; to their 
travels; forgetful of his mighty works, and 
a(5tuated again by a fpirit of perveffcnefs, 
they contemptuoufly defpifed that pleafant 
land ; and, concluding him unable to give 
fhem poffeflion of it, murnjured^g^inft hitti 

" Numb. xvii. 10. 

• Numb. xvi. 38—40. When king Uzziah, many years 
after, impioufly tranfgreffcd in the fame way, he was inftaiitly 
and miraculoufly fmitten with the leprofy, and continued infedted 
to tlie day of his deatlji. 2 Chron. xxvl^ 16— 2Z« 

with 
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with great bitternefs, for expofing them to 
iht cUogersxind calamities of war. ^^ Where- 
fore hath $he Lord brooght us :untD this 
land^ ! to fair by the fw«n:d ; that our wives 
and omr children ihbuld be made a prey? 
Were. it nor better for.ua, to chufea:captain^ 
and vi^tom, again into^ Egypt i??'* And a 
captain they accordingly chofc ^, 
: This audacious revolt, . proceeding from a 
fpirit; of ih&rdei^ed inHdelity^ provoked the 
(Alp^tghtyi to fuch a . degree, that he deter-* 
Tnihediitor ;eje£k that whiode generation, and 
force 4Kar to wander^about ; in the irilder- 
nefs, till they were.all cbnfumed and worn 
avbay.' .How thpy. fpent.thdir 'time there, 
the prophets will readily inform us. <<Hav« 
ye ofifercd wnto me,'^ faith God by the mouth 
of Ambsvi^<< facrifices and ofierings in the 
wiidemcfs by the fpace of forty years, O 
Jioofe-jof Ifrael'T* No^: but, as he forthcr 
ron^^ldins in the words of Ezekiel, ^^ The 
houie of Ifrael rebelled againft me in the 

V Numb. xiv. 3, 4. 
s Nehcm.ix. 17. 
* Ch* V. 25. 

^- wilderneis : 
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wildMiittf?!: they walked jQot inmyA^txilsti!} 
;ttui th#}^defpifcd iny:^ jadgenients; and m/ 
fabbadiai'thc^ .greatly polluted; aiKl: tkeir 
keairjb tmot. after tbm^. idols V*!; .Avd .finc^ 
tbe^r^cko^ for .khenUekes theie'Tami gods^ 
tberefovs: tbeXord.fVaHtfiuiied didbida^ m 
coared^ndeift: vaaifiy f and the ycacstfafiy had 
to live in extreme trouble V . \ .' .: ;» • 
'. ' WhcBi itbk ^thlefs vgeacsratiob^ wass . thus 
coficferaoedto ^odf&r about,, and/ idk^ away ^ 
hy AtgtakSf in tbewilderadk^tthoriiord^'t 
givie ibiltfribope tsil^etfenttme^ wldbdreir 
itoiAithcsdf Bui foaselnBdfore'y cllat^^Iiiaoiou&^ 
pTofic^OQ livbich be liad^bfforeoirovldifafed;; 
;aid ifuffercd uhdiki tn penih; portly by.tiir 
oatitfai afwoyaueee^F tbe ccroniagr';^ fiicbJt^ 
the bite of vbocj^tmux fecpentfr"^^ 4md;atb^ 
caknaiiticB araadeiirio travellers ' ier^iror cli^ 
iikates;. and partly bjr the- ihctrcfiodsr of a^ 
jacentendnues ^{iikrho^ ^(ily ov^rtajEtie tbeoii 
wben'ngw th^ Goi^ n^ longer fisc^qontdL 
tbera.l M . . ^ 'I '.t. 

• Ch. XX. 13, i4. .^ : . ; * 

* Pfal. Ixxviii. 33. ^ 
" Numb, xxi. 6. 
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jiifilcidkitly aafvreredi die pUrpofei of Provi-i^ 
^eoce^'iveDe niuiibef8 4>f tliem o^arncd off*^ 
to . ihe •great 2ibaccikietic of ill txwufhz. Bcrr 
if^enerer tl^ ^ fyiwA with, an high hand$^ 
and were gbiky. df peiWi^tuous tran^ref^ 
fiods^; (then did tUey always feel atid expo* 
likantr the immediate Jigomt ^ dkkie veoM 
geance, ih a fearfeland extrao^diEiirf man^ 
]ier« Theyi wepe conibmed by fiw; or fv^ef* 
^^9jr byia ptagoe^ • 'O^^ tfa[efe ififlktion& wcr 
Ibvb'ftv^sTdl kiftatttea:^i)ii« tMme more re- 
raaidQabisv *haif diat wl^ich liappafied ^<^m 
Aid mktterof Ptor<)'^^keivibr^ebdir hetnena 
aitd^dcMplicttedi^o^fiei-^their'b^^ 
and iKHttfaiefi fivtiica^ii^^^ tl^ore feU of 
tUein< aft one 4^y t^pnr and cwcyity tfaoa*^ 
imd xi"^' Tlitfii. wia cha» taft. and finiihiiag 
fiiobe^Qod^ffavftttgingfrcmx^roee? wkfch^ 
to the happy. dtt}iw«atiee'o;|kiidiie^faxcdedi^ 
fim^imd^ui,4iiHi^ t^xdMin of that iwiiupt 

^» ^the- toton' tkltftf hd^ever^ t«hi}ft ^he* issr^ 
Cttdfed ttiefe inarvet}Otts, ntti^lkibg^veii^ 

:..:- ties 
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lies agaiaft that ftubbdrn a&d tfevotod jgoAe* 
ration; it is oo lefs curi6u$ thao plaafing to. 
ebCerve^ with what infinite xondefceniipii^ as 
well as kindnefs, he undertook the gimcdiaa* 
fl>ip of their, rifingptogeiiyi with what af- 
fectionate care he. watched and defended the 
infirmities of. thcic. youth'; aiid with , what 
unweariied diligence ^e.:lbcmed their minds, 
and regubted their manhera, as they grew 
up. To this end, he: renewed, his cov'enant 
with them : he repeatedly iuftrudledthem in 
all the momenfious partsDf his law : he iaid 
before, them various motives to en^e than 
m the feithfulobierviujc^Qf i« ; aod/zlict led 
them aS^outV J with thisiif devoted &tbei3s; 
that, ieedo^jti' their pttiiiihmentiiiiej^ 
ble confequences of..ap0ftaiy and diTobedi* 
cnce, they might, cautiouily avoid fu6h per- 
nicious examples, as would pcompl tbectLto 
peglcaontranfgceis tbfiir doty, ! - 

Thefe were excellent nke^ia :of ixxKptfxvc- 
ment. And as by theie means. jthe^^were 
trained Jjp;in«o;a r^ht! option of thsldivine 
majefly ; dM. fiarly impriefl'ed with^ s deep 
fenfe of his fupreme authority.; fo by the 

continued 
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<30f^^q$€| npf^icatioo of firtcl diicipHne, and 
the conAwit difpbijr of miiaculoiur pcmier, 
%\i^y MirQre brought at length to be tokrabljr 
weU attad^d to his governnoeat^ and efiatn 
Jiihed io his pwe wovibip. 

y/h/m thtey. became thus tra£bble, dui- 
tiful aod obedient ; and had approved thenoh 
felvcs as fit agents for carrying on the pur*- 
j)0f9S of hia providence; God thep con- 
duced them towards the land of Canaan-t- 
the place of their deftined habitation ;. and 
a0ur€4then]» if the}/; oontii^u^ fakhfut, t£ 
tlxfir ipfedy cQnqueft and poflbfivon of it 

Andt herei 'tacogaije their reliance upon 
hioli iod to ilrengthen their, confidence, the 
XDfitc l%x biin,, he rc^count^jta them hifi 
former promifes ; and appealed to. their 09r» 
expertssK^ btMr,pun{^isal h« had. been imitk^ 
{W»:9nipliihtn^t of 5hiem. . He put them in 
m^d, %h9li9 though be had . been obliged to 
^l^^d^zfi thimftHT tlieir benefit, and eveCi to 
c«ft off 6t)to jamong tliem the rcfi-a£lory and 
infectious; he had neverthMf& .bfim ftiU 
true and faithful to his word ; ftill careful 
of the main body; fince it appeared by the 

V^h. I. T mufter 
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mufter now taken, that their number on the 
.whole waa nearly as great, if not greater 
than it was before*. And if, in a ftate of 
^ifbbedipnce, they were not diminifhed by 
the hand of God ; they might well conclude, 
ebat, in the profecution of their doty, they 
fhould never be deftroyed by the hands of 
men. 

But, notwitbftanding the conclufion they 
might draw from hence ; as the undertalir- 
ing they were foon to enter upon waa fcem* 
higly difficult and full of danger, ib God 
wab" pleafed toafibrd them ftill more obvious 
proofs, arid to fupport therii by ftill more 
animating encouragements. He^ led thera 
en againfl feveral powerful, idolatrous na* 
^tions^ who oppofed and obftrudled their 
'pai!ag0 : and over thefe he voiichiafed them 
an eaiy conqueft, as a pledge of their future 
dbccefs in Canaan. For they muft needfe 
dtok upon what he had now done, a& an 
liearneft of wh^ he had promifed to do fai^ 
4her, for them« 

^ Corny. Numb; zxvu S i » 620 with Exodr ztxvUi. 46^ 
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Such then was the pto^iefs of divine ad* 
inintA(^ti5n; dudng th6 ab5d6 of the Ifraelites 
in the wilc^emef^. And ftbrh the whcde te« 
hour of thik admiriifttation it appears ; that 
the great point; Which God had ino^re imme«» 
diately in view; was ta fit and dif^fe this 
waverifig people to aniWbr the end for 
Which they were chbfen i that his chief 
point was; to ^^ humble thfem, &nd to prove 
them^*' to bring then! cldfe^ and attach 
them, to hithfelf ; thstt, being at length 
firmly boond to his fervice; they might be 
teady and willing; as it was defigned they 
ihould; ^to promote hi^ true religion and 
Worfiiipi in oppofition td the^ reigning ido^ 
latry; 

And updb this founds titfn it i^ «afy to ac« 
tount for all the (latute^ and judgements he 
gave them j and for all the preffing exborta* 
fions to the careful obfervahce of thofe fla« 
tutes and laws*. Jt is eaiy to account foe 
the eminent bleilings annexed to obedience $ 
ind for the curfes denounced againft vice^ 

f Dcuu ir. i— 40. 

T a «od 
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and apoflacy ^« It i$ cafy tg aeqoiitxt for the 
^piCt prohibition of all emnoailtoieatiori with 
ib^ jdoi^FOH^ fiatioAs'' i fqr.the feteoiiog fc« 
verUy of commanding thtit cities td be nil 
deftroy^df. tc^ethi&f with the «abi»ufimits df 
their fupei^iU|iou6 wcrflitp ''.; and i\6i^ fot 
the aboUti^ofallc^flQias^ whkh had mxy 
reference to fuch {>ra&ices«« The hecifffititfr 
€^ the liifacs, the wel^re of religiooy aod^tke 
xnfiprovemisnt of the world, caHcd for theft 
thiDgs. ^For ihey wtf e all, either :ib many 
xaoti ves to^ and ^idt^OKHmittiu olf, tnoe f)(cty4 
«r pivdraft Qayitipna^ a:(id needful bacdienv 
fagainft the encToachfip^eiitsef wickednefs and 
idolatry. .:.;:; . , :: . 

Thus then we fee what proper, pravifiot 
.wa$ contioiUfiUy caadfe for t^t> luMnvfe^ge^nd 
adoration of die t ri^ Gods ^wfnotig Iftts .|m»- 
J^ar aud chofea pfopfc* -^d hpw^wfll ihe^ 
hecame qtiajified. thiirfeby to ^^KUCtihfiidbt- 
Sgn and fuffo^ of iUsprgvidejaicev widi.i#- 

' * feeut. xxViii. I— 6S. - . - 

<^ Ibid, tlL^j'^-^. ' ' ..... 

^ Ibid, xii, I*— 3. 
^ B>id.xiv, I.J.— cfvi. yi^ I2r 

gard 
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gard to the reft of the world* And know- 
ing now that it was in his purpofe from the 
beginning, to make << all the nations of the 
earth finally blefled** through this diipenfa- 
ciofi; what thanks (hould we render to the 
Lord for his goodnefs ; who, notwithftand* 
ing the &vours he (hewed to the Ifraelites, 
>« had flill provided ibme better and nobler 
thing for us that they, without us, might 
not be made perfe£l ^.•* 

Now to God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoft, be afcribed, as is moft due, all ho- 
nour and glory, world without end. Amen. 

^ Heb* xi. 40. 
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PsAL. xliv. ver. 3. 

For they got not the land in pqffeffion by their 
qwnfwordy neither did their own arm fave 

. thim : hut thy right hand, and thine arm^ and 
the light of thy count enatfcf ; hecaufe thou 
^dft afa%four unto them^ 

WHEN the AliDighty had raifed up, 
in the manner related, proper inha« 
hitants for the land of Canaan, his miracu- 
lous prpvidence conduced them to it, and 
gave thenj poflejjjoij of it^ 
. Npw^ as {he conquefl; of this land wa> 
iirft promifed, aqd then fpcurej} to them« 
T 4 not 
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not merely for their own fake, but rather a$ 
a means of carrying on thp grand defign, 
which God had originally purppfed ; fo it is 
natural to prefume, that the meafurcs, by 
which it was to be now achieved* myft bear 
/bme reference to that defigH, and contrir 
bute in their degree to fhc promotion of it. 
And indeed, if wp fedately confider thefe 
meafures, and clofely obferve (their efFeflg ^ 
and tendencies, we (hall find them adapted, 
with exquifire propriety, to the tidvancement 
of the end in view; — to the extirpation of 
idolatry, and the eftablithment of true reli- 
gion. For they all confpired to fill the na- 
'<ion3 with wonder -ai^d aftonifhment ; to im- 
foitot on theif tninds high conceptions of the 
majefty of Jehov-ih ; and to render thenji 
fenfible of the fin and folly of plaqing their 
reliance, hope or confider|Ce in any flkj«r 
pod but hi to. 

• To^vince the truth of this xlflibrtion^ let 
m firft attend to the general plan, that'waS 
laid down for the acqi|ifitioi> of llhe couhtryu 
ft ipvas to be undertaken and trrofecyted by 
war, ^ow^ hadfJi? uc^juifition of the 
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country been the whole that was intended^ 
it h eafy Do conceive, that God might have 
accomplilhed it in a diScttnt mainner from 
that Mrhtch depended on the force of arms. 
He nught have deftr<)yed the inliabitants by 
famine w peftilence; and introduced his 
people into all their poflefTions WiChout the 
trouble of drawing a fword. But this mode 
of proceeding, howefver efteftual in gainihg 
the land, would feemingly have anfwered nO 
higher purpbfes. It would neither have ma* 
pifefted to the world the power and great- 
xie(s of the true Ood, nor expoied to view 
the weaknefs and futility of fal/e deities : 
whereas the cfitr method brought] thefe 
points diredly to the teft, and made them 
obvious to all people. For all nations hav- 
ing thai their tutelary deities, to whofe pro- 
tection they committed themfelves and their 
country ; and of whofe power they judged 
by the fate of war ; k is evident, that an at- 
tack upon any country was virtually an at- 
tack on thoCe guardian gods, who were fup- 
poikd to be the defenders of it ; and whofe 
Arength was put to a trial in the conteft. 

Hence 
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Hence then it followst that this war la 
Canaan was a kind of holy v^ar ; maintained 
pn the one fide by the worihipers of Jehovah 
jn oppofition to the idolatrous nations on the 
other. The fuccefs therefore, which he 
voUchfafed his peop^ muft be acknow-r 
ledged, even on the principles of heathenr 
ifm^ to have been a fijU proof of his fuper 
rior power, snd foyereign authority over 
their idol gods : and confequently inuft be 
looked upon as an excellent mean to cpn« 
vince them of the ab&rdity of depending oa 
fuch gods, in preference to the God of Ifrael: 
as it muft alfo be a ftrong an/1 forcible mor 
tive to induce them now to alter their opi* 
jaion; and to adopt him for the obje£l of 
their worfliip, who was pojfejfed^ and (hewed 
them he was pofleffed, of io great and pnr 
Controulable a power. 

And that his power might appear ftill 
more confpicuous, ftill more inconteftable ; 
he difpofed, we are to obferve, the whole 
train of operations in fuch a manner^ that 
the conqueft was made not only with eafc 
and rapidity; but alfo made by a young, raw^ 

unpra£lifed 
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mipiadifed i&fantryf fighting, at all difadr 
va^ntagesy with ftrong, hardy, experienced 
veterans, fupported by a numerous cavalry^ 
A circumftance which clearly demonftrated^ 
that <^ they gat not the land in poiTeflioa 
through their own fword;'' but by the ipat- 
vellous aflifiance of his arm, who, 'f at the 
infiant he fpeaketh concerning a nation or 
kingdom, to build and to plant it, or to puU 
down and deftroy it %'* can accordingly bringf 
it to pafs. 

But let us now quit thefe general re* 
fledions; and proceed to inveftigate thole 
fpecial inferences^ which may be farther 
drawn, to the fame purpofe, from the con- 
sideration of the particular achievements 
recorded. 

It has been already obfcrved, that thf 
war now waged in the land of Canaan may 
properly be called tbe war of the Lord; ^ 
being carried on with a view of planting in 
that land his true religion and pure worf^ip* 
inftead of thofe deteftabl^ rit^s of idolatry, 
that were then univprfially praijlifed* Agree- 

i Jcr, xviii. 7, 9. . 

ably 
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ably therefdre to fuch an intention^ God, at 
this time, joibed the rciigious to the regal 
€hara£ter; and preceded his people, not 
merely iai& the govemcnr or king of Ifra^l, but 
exprefly ias ♦* the Lord of the whole earth** ;*• 
as that foyereign Being, who had a Juft 
Hght to the homage and obedience of all 
mankind ; and might equitably puniih jtheir 
contempt or refufel. 

To make them feniible, that he came 
now to demand his right, and to eftabliih his 
worfhip among them ; he ordered the ark 
(the fyxttbol of his prefence^ and the facred 
repofitory of his law) to be taken up by die 
pricfts, the minifters of his religion's and 'to 
be conducted forwards to that land, where 
he had promifed, and was determined, to fix 
it; Arid that nothing might be wanting to 
influence and perfwade the inhabitants of the 
land to give it proper reception; aqd to ao 
cept the Lord, whofe ark it was, for the ob# 
jedt of their faith and worlbip; he plainly 
(hewed them, that his prefence was conti*- 
nually with it — and that his power was en- 

* Jofli^w, 15. ^ 

g3ged 
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gaged to fuppcMt thofe in every emergeocj^ 
who attended it^ revered it^ ^n^ ;Wf re at** 
tached to it. For no iooner «♦ w^^re the feet 
of the priefts dipped in the hrinx of ih^ 
water/* but the overflowiog of Jordan in^ 
ftaptly retired j^ fq that its channel becarae^ 
and continued, dry, " until all the people 
were pafled ovcr\'* 

This miracle, one would jiidge, n^ight be 
iuificienc in reaibii to awaken the Caiiaaaite^ 
foadue fenfe of the xpajefty of Jehovah; 
Olid, confcquently, ,to a due.. «iclaH>wl!edgef 
xxacnt of the r^ht he claicoed to tkcii;, {%hf 
miffion, their worfrip, and tlieir obedience. 
But ifhe men of Jericho^ blindly ,devcrt§d ^ 
tlieir own deities, <>verlooked tjie .grandeuf 
pf thi& naighty ajft, an4> contcmp^uouily rer 
fufing the overtimes that w^re made, pre^iare^ 
thenadfelves to oppcrfe; his people. 

Provoking ^ this copduiS really was, yet 
Qpdr. patient and. lot^-fuiier jng^ uwvj;lUng 
thatvthey Should ^rifh^ and .folicitous that 

* JxJlh, in. t J— 17. 'The -pzdkgs notr opeiwd for the Iffie- 
Htes was about eighteen miles in breadtb ; and therefore the 
more wonderful, 

f -•---; they 
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they might repent, gracioufl/ allowed theifl 
time to refleia ; and preflbd theiii tt> cbm-i 
ply by repeated applications for the Ipace of 
froen days together. All this, though it hai 
lain unnoticed, is mahifeftly imj>lie^ in th6 
account we have of the piroceedings at thes 
fiege of Jericho* 

When the Ifraelites, by the eotiiihahd of 
God, marched round the city ih the order 
defcribed ^ ; it is natural to conclude, from 
the wifdom of him who gave thfe toni- 
mand, that it Was done with fome gi'dat and 
inftruftive defign; with a view to cdnve]^ 
fome falutary leffon. To our Comtnehtators 
indeed this tranfadion has unhappily ap- 
peared in no higher light, than that df fhevi^ 
or paftime ; and has been treated by titibe- 
lievers accordingly* But tO the bcfiegcd, 1 
am convinced, it appeared in adrfie^ent, an4 
a very important^ light. For they riiuf! 
needs know^ if they knew ahy thiffg of thb 
modes of the tithes^ atul the cu'ftoms df 
tkeir own country^ that the whole was af 

ioleitin> 
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folemn, religious proceffion^ They muft 
needs know, if they knew the rites of their 
ovirn worfliip, that " the priefts blowing 
with the trumpets" was a loud call or invi* 
ration to them to come out and join the ark ; 
and to adore the God to whom it belonged. 
And they muft needs alfo know, if they 
knew the grounds of their own military ex- 
hibitions, tha; ^' the armed men walking 
before/* was a pofitive, though emblemati- 
cal, declaration — that, in cafe they perfifted 
to flight and reje^l thefe gracious invitations;, 
thefe overtures of mercy now made ; th^ 
fword would overtake ^tliem with relentlels 

' Virgil, who is peculiarly jaccurate in hU accounts of an- 
cient manners, reprefents Dido, a Tyrian, and cOniequently % 
<le(ccndant of this very people, as making zfik?nny teHgions fro^ 
cejjion cxa6tly in the fame form : jEn«d, IV. vcr. 65. 

Aut ante ora Dcfim pingues fpatiatur ad aras. 
^* She walks "before the images of her gods quite round xkt altar* 
Aiid that the Jews obfervcd the fame cuftom, is evident from th« 
TjahmJFs allufion— *• And fo will I compnjs thtne altar.^ Pfah 
!x3^vi. 6. -See alfo Nehem. xii. 27 — 43. And Jericho may not 
Imprbperljr be conlidered now as an altar ; whereon ^' the Lord,* 
*fo fpeak 'in dfe words of the prophet Jeremiah^ xlrL 10. ** hsaA 
g»cat fttrffiifc to nHikdw" 
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fury^ and pumih their obftinudy by a totsA 

Now^ knowing this to be the true lan-^ 
guage^ and real xneauing of the prefent trani^ 
adion I how juftly did they deferve to fall 
under the vengeance of that God» whofe 
power atid goOdnefs they had (6 perveriely 
deipifed ! i^md how demonflrably evident was 

" To explain ^ inteiidon, aad illufintoe the meaning of tins 
oomjtoc. ceremony, it may be pro]^ t9 obfen^ 1 4 {l^ ttun^s 
were ufed among all pcpple for nvo different ppxfofo : to <-4// 
affemillesj when they blew a clear ^ Jbort blaft ; and to .found an 
^iarm for the enfet of ^tti^ when they made a nmgb^waA lo^ 
Uait Now^Joeere they are em]4ciyed in both tbdeiiay8---inthfc 
wsLyolcallox innnuuion hyfiunrt blafb, dvtring diefeyerai piDcef- 
fibns; andy at lad, in the w^y oi alarm by a kng blafl, (comp^ 
ver. s« ^^ <0t) when the city was to be al&uUed* (ience tiien 
it appeals, that diejciiy was not attacked^ tall the inhabitantft ha^ 
thirteen fitveral times reje&ed the OTertuces# that were made tp 
them ; and thi«, evem when they underftood, that the I£radites 
were determined to punUh their refuial. For it ii ti» be obferyed, 
A. that the armed meM gobg before, were, in a miUtary mwv 
J0& fb many ieraUs at arms ; who, by thrir mav^meats and gef" 
tures, (igni£cantly declared, to the inhabitants of JerichOf du^ 
if they obiHoately perfifled to xejed their oftrB, efpefiialty wfaevi 
mr^d in a folemo manner hxfeven days ingetfaery (tht utawift tctm 
allowed for deliberation ; fee z Sam, xi« j.) diejf Aufi eiq^ D^ 
fed the rigour of their vengeance in » ftar^ ^ .Ipial 4^ 
&ru£tion« 

it. 
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k, that the Ifraelites were charged with his 
fpecial ccrrtimiflion, when " the wall of the 
city fell down flat/* or rather^ " funk quite 
level with the ground V* tp fmooth their 
paflage for the deftni£lion of that people, 
which had impioufly ^* defied the armies of 
the living God ?'* And if this amazing over- 
throw was cortipleted on ^tfabbath ; on the 
day peculiarly devoted to the honour and 
fervice of the Ood of Ifrael^ ; how plainly 
muft it appear to be the judgement of his 
hand for the contempt thrown on his reli- 
. gious chara€ter? And upon the whole, what 
a (ignificant prognoftic, what a fure e^rneft 
was there given hereby to the whole world, 
that his religion and worftiip, however def- ' 
pi(ed, would finally prevail- over aU the pp- 
pofition that could ever be made to its 
growth and eftablifliment ? 

Now, if the vengeance taken, in fo mar- 
vellous a manner, on this obflinate and im- 

• Joih.vL 30. 

« Vide Talmud Babylpnic. Traft. de Sabbatho cap. I. Rat- 
MUNO. Martini Pug. Fidci, cum obfcrv. Jps. Ds Voisin,. 
p.iii. di(l. iii. cap, xi. § 29. p. 625. 
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pious city, could have no influence <Xi the 
rtfk of the nations, to make them renounce 
their wickcdnef& and idolatry, and furrender 
themfelves to God and his people; what 
elfe can in juftice be expefted to follow^ but 
that, iince they chofe to pcrfift in the fane 
crime, they Ihould feel the rigour of tht 
fame punifhment ? They had warning fUlf^ 
ficient given them. And vvhat they faw exe- 
cuted with fo much feverity, fhould have 
induced them to avoid what was farther 
threatned. The fall of Jericho^ and the 
deilrudlion of Ai, at the fame time that they 
were punifhments to fome, were admonitions 
to others. And how \jrell they were adapted 
to work on ferious and confiderate minds, is 
evident from the condudt of the Gibeonites ; 
who, though they had probably difregarded 
the propofals, which the Ifraelites had ma^dc, 
at firfl P, were yet now perfe<aiy convinced, 

that 

p That the Ifraelites made offers of peace to the Canaanites, 
on condition they renounced their falfe deities, and acknow- 
ledged Jehovah for their only God ; is evident^ I think, fioi^ 
what has been faid in explain! ng the (lege of Jericho. But the 
fame may be ilill more clearly deduced from the precept deli* 

vercd 
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that it was madnefs and folly to. continue the 
oppofition ; and hence prudently became dif- 
pofed, not only to forfake their idol gods, 
but to feek the friendfhip of the children of 
Ifrael ; to join them in the worfliip and fer- 
vice of the Lord— in the belief and praftice 
of true religion. . ^ 

Such prudence, however, was the happy 
^ot of thefe men alone. The other ftates re- 
vered in Deut, xx. lo, &c, where It appears/ that propofals of 
peace were to be made to all nations : but peace being refuied^ 
they were to proceed in a more rigorous manner with the Ca- 
naanites, than with any other people : of the latter, to kill only 
the malts; of the .former, to fave nothing alive that breathed. 
Some writers, ind^d, have been led to conclude,, from what wc 
read in the 15th verfc, that this privilege belonged only *' to thofe 
cities, which were not of the cities of the Canaanitcs." But this 
is a wrong cbndufion : and muft needs appear wrong to any 
one, who attentively coniider» the reflection that occurs Jofh. xr. 
19, 20. " There was no city that made peace with the children 
of Ifrael, fave the Hivites, the inhabitants of Gibeon; all 
other they took iii battle. For it was of the Lord to harden 
their hearts, that they fliould come againfl Ifrael to battle, that 
lie might deftroy them utterly, and that th^ might have no fa- 
vour— "^ which manifcftly implies, that if they had fought peace, 
and Aot come out to battle, they might have obtained ^/S^vwr, 
and not been deftroyed. That the Jews underflood the text Jn 
this fcnfe, is evident from Men asskh Ben Israel's Conciliator, 
Q^aefl. viii. in Deut. p. 250, &c. 

; U 2 mained 
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maincd ftill under the wretched influence of 
blind zeal, and infatuated fuperilition. Ac- 
tuated then by a ftrongly envenomed and 
ftiperftitious fpirit, the five kings of the 
Amorites immediately combined together^ 
and determined to extirpate the inhabitants 
of Gibeon,^ as traytors to their country, and 
2!p(>ftates froni it^ guardian gods. Hereupon 
therefore the Lofd, whofe hotiour was cent- 
cerned in the fupport of his new converts, 
comnianded Jofhua to faccour the Gibeo- 
nites ; and, by way of encouragenrient, af- 
.fured him of a complete and decifive viiSory 
over that powerful army, which had inju- 
fioufly aff^ulted this innocent people. Jofhua^ 
in obedience to the divine command, *« fell 
fuddenly on the Aniorites; ** flew them 
with a great flaughter *i ;*' and put them to 
a total rout. But then, left the vidlory 
ihould be attributed to the Ible prowcfs and 
inanagement of the Ifraelittes, the Lord, 'tis 
to be obferved, fo conduced the order of 
the battle^ that his power was feen in feveral 

^ Joih.x, 9, 10. 
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incidents ; and his fuperiority over the hea- 
then deities difplayed to the view of all.. For 
the three principal deities, whom the Amo- 
rites adored, and in vindication of whofe 
violated honour they feem to have entered 
on the prefent attempt^ were the Sun, Moon, 
jind Heaveqs or Aic To convfnce thenni 
therefore that thefe gods were entirely fub* 
jeJa to the God of Ifrael; and to punifh 
them, at chp fame time, for the falfe worfhip 
they paid them ; **. the Lord thundered 
Bgainft them from heav^n^ and ihowered 
in their faces great hailftones ^ from the.air^ 
which flew vaft numbers of them';" and 
then ftopt the two great luminaries in their 
courle, till the Ifraelites had completely 
vanquiflied the remainder ^" And God, it 
ihould feem, infpired now the Hebrew ge*- 
neral to call fiar this miracle << in the fight 
of Ifrciiel,** to deter thiem from the prafticc 

* Of perhaps realjionesj many (howers of which hiftory re- 
cords to iiave happened. See Calmet's DjUTerUltion on thi 
fubjea. 

* Joih. X. ver. ii. 
* Ibid* ver. iz^ 
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of the like idolatry ; <' from kifling their 
hands/* as the manner was, « when they be- 
held the fun as it Ihined, or the moon walk- 
ing in brightnefs V 

It may he thought perhaps, that the only 
motive, which induced Jofhua to put up his 
prayer for the prolongation of the day, was 
his earneft defire of gaining time to purfue 
his advantages ; which otherwife, he appre-t 
hended, would be too fhort for the entire 
conqueft and fubverfion of his enemies. But 
this, if indeed any .motive at all, appears, 
however, from the circumftances of the nar- 
ration, to be neither the only- one, nor the 
chief. The mere finifliiiig fuch a conqueft 
feems to be fcarce a fufficient ground for 
ip extraordinary a petition. But admit it 
was; yet, how came the petition to be offer- 
ed up at fuch a time ? When the requeft was 
made, the greateft part of the enemy was 
deftroyed, and the reft put to the rout: iliq 
ijay was,, but half fpcnt, aud the fun in the 

>» Tt)b ^xxL26. 27. 
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meridian^ Now, what is there to be dif*. 
covered in the prefent circumftances, that 
could prompt the vidtorious and triumphant 
general to require fuch a miracle to. be 
wrought in his behalf? He had light fuffi- 
cient before him, in all probability, to ac- 
complifti his defigns : pr, if he found the 
viftory unexpeftedly retarded, would it not 
have been time enough to petition for a 
loilger day, when he faw the fun low in its 
declenfion, and near its fetting? Thefe con- 
fiderations would lead one to conclude .that 
the prayer, now preferred by Jofhua, was 
rather the effeft of adivineimpiilfe, than the 
refult of his reflections on the. event of the 
day ; jrnd that the chief purport of the mira^ 
cle, exhibited in anfwer to it, was to con- 
vince' both ariiiies, and all who obferved it, 
** that the gods of the heathens were but 
idols ; and that it was the Lord who made, 

* For:thc HcK text %3— " So the fun flood fliIl:»Vni 
D^2B^n ia the midjlofhcaveny or in the mid-heaven \ i.ni haftoi^t 
nor to go davonox decline about a whole day." vcr. 15. 

•—Kola MESON r£f ^parS* » ir^oi^it/flo tlq^cixoi^, LXX, 
— lu medio cxliy nequc feflinavit ad occafum. Syr. 
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296 SERMON XIL 

and who governed the hteavensy." This at 
leaft muft be acknowledged ; that it was ad* 
mirably adapted to work fuch a convi^iont 
whatever ends it might ferve beiides. 

Marvellous and furprifing as ^(hua's con- 
queft of thc{c/outhern provinces appears ; yet 
fo blind, and fo inconfiderate were the npr^ 
them kings, that they neither recognized 
therein the power of the Lord> nor indeed 
perceived ♦' the operation of his hands,'* On 
the contrary, they attributed the misfortune^ 
which their brethren fuftained, to their fight- 
ing in fmall parties ; to their bringing erro* 
neoufly into the field an inadequate number 
of men ; and trufting fblely to the valour 
of their infantry^ In repif dy therefore of 
fo fatal an errour, thefe kings warily united 
their forces ; ** and went out, they and all 
their hofts with them ; much people, even 
as the fand that is vpcn the fea-fliore in mul- 
titude, with horfes and chariots very many ; 
and they pitfihed together at the waters of 
Merom, to fight again(l Ifrael'/V fhi? arwy 

y Ffal. xcvi. j*. 
^ j[oIh,5ci.4,|. 
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wa8 truly formidable; ccmiulifagi if we tasf 
believf Joiephus, of no kfs thsLti ^^ three 
hundred thoufdnd footopren, fupported bjr 
ten thoufand hrjtmen^ aud twenty thoufand 
chariots \*^ But* uumttOus and fi>nnidable 
as they w^re» God commanded his people to 
attack them ; atid upon* this attack-r*^to fhew 
chem that '< he vfaa the God of fbuces;'*^ 
CD manifeft to the world, that ^ ho king can 
be iaved by the multitude of ah hoflr;*' and 
that hories i^tid chariots were but vaininftra« 
ments of^ defence agaiuft his avenghig power: 
to make them^ I fay ^ and ^/it/rithmoghthem, 
duly feafible of thefe things; he *< delivered 
them up into the hand of Ifrael ; who chafed 
and fmote them till they wca-e all dcftroyed**;^ 
and who then got ipeedy pofleffion of theijf 
country — divided it among themrelvesi— and 
enjoyed it without jfarther difturbance* . 
, Thus, have we fecn by what means Ga-i 
pa^n was conquered ; and in what manner 
its wicked and idolatrous inhabitants were 
deftrpyed. If we review thefe means by the 

« Joseph. Ant, Jud, lit?, r, c. if § iS» 

iight 
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Kgbt which has now been thrown upon 
them ;- we fhall find them in their nature 
wifely Appropriated, and in their ^fFefts har^ 
monioufly confpiring, to that firfl: and great 
defign, which Provid^ce had coiiftantly in 
view ;— ^th^ confutation and ab'olitioii of ido* 
latry. . And if we-confider what an evil ido- 
latry wate ; how txc^vely it weakened all 
the- principles of religion and virtue; and 
how amiazingly it encouraged all manner of 
vice and wickednefe; w^ (halt find it to be 
a defign, truly .worthy both of the wifdom 
and goodnef^ of God, tO: pue A flop to its 
fpreading contagion. And if it fhould ap- 
pear to be fo widely fpread and firmly ft>oted, 
that its growth and progrefs could not be 
flopped, but by the e3a:irpation of thofe, who 
were moik infamous for the praftice of it ; 
then furely fuch an aflt of excifion, when the 
people were pafl all hopes of amendment, 
would be fo far from being an ad of cruelty 
or injuflice, that it would perfedfy accord 
with all the rules of the flridefl equity: and 
however fevere it might feem to the fufFer- 
ers, muft be an a£t of mercy to the reft of 

the 
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the world, — Now fuch, in faft, was the 
cafo before us, • 

The Canjaanites were a people deeply im- 
merfed in the fuperftitions of idolatry 5 and, 
as the natural confequence of it, in tlw 
Ihameful praftice of the moft abominable 
impurities, of the moft flagitious crimes, and 
the moft inhuman cruelties «. Various mieanft 
had been already employed to correft and re- 
form their manners. Could milder methods 
have prevailed, the examples and converfa- 
tion of the holy patriarchs would have WoA 
and engaged^ them. Had harflier meaftires 
been of any efFefl:, the tremendous deftrudioii 
of Sodom and Gomorrah would have awed 
and alarmed them. Or had the prefent ma<- 
nifeftations been of any avail, the gracious 
overtures made to all would have either 
allured them ; or, the confequent pufaifli- 
ments inflidled oh fome, would have mbved 
others to better obedience. But their per- 
verfenefs was incorrigible. They would ftill 
maintain their idolatrous principles— ftill per- 
severe ill their vicious pradices. 

^ Wifti? xii, 3 — 6, II. 

In 
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In compaffion therefore tp the world, and 
for the benefit of th« reft of mankind, as 
tbefe people could not be reclaimed, God de- 
):enpined to cut them cff. And iince their ini« 
qoities called for fuch an. exemplary punifli- 
meut ; how wifely was it ordained, that it 
Ihculd be executed upon them by the hand 
pf IfraeU ift preference to any other method *J 
lo this form it carried with it a public con^ 
demnation of that idolatry, to which their 
vices were chiefly owing ; aqd ferred to dc"^ 
ftroy the. root of thefe evils, as well z% to de» 
mpnftraie the indignation of God againft 
thofe who were guilty of them. Nor could 
jJiefe ends have been fo fully anfwered in any 
other manner. Unfruitful and unhealthy 
feafbns rnigh t eafi ly have been interpreted 
yfual and common accidents* Plagues, fir^ 
from heaven, peftilences or famine might be 
thought to proceed from the difpleafure of 
their own deities ; and to be capable of being 
either prevented or. removed by certain fuper-? 

' Jenkin^s Rcafon. of the Chr. Rel. vol. L p, 72. Lowm an^ 
Diflert. on the Civil Goyernment of the jHebrews- ch. xii, 

p.22I,&Cr 
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(litious or magical ceremonied. Such puni(h« 
ments then, canfidering the notions and diC- 
politions of the times, were extremely liable 
to be mifconftrued ; were likely to be abufed, 
to add ftrength and vigour to idolatry, rather 
than to weaken and root it out. But when 
God made choice of a peculiar people, pro- 
feiling his pure worfhip in plain oppofition to 
all idolatry ; when he granted this people thq 
pofleflion of Canaan, arid enabled them by 
*his power to extirpate its wicked and fupcrfti- 
tious inhabitants; this was fuch a triumph, 
as clearly ihewed his abfolute dominion ; and 
conveyed to the world a vifible confutation 
of the hope of idolaters : conveyed to the 
world a manifeft proof, how vain it is to 
truft or rely on any other God, but on Him 
alone, •^ who is perfed in holinefs, as well 
as mighty in works/' 

And as it ferved thiis to bring over unbe- 
lievers to the acknowledgement and obe- 
dience of the one true God ; fb did it con- 
tribute in an equal degree to keep his real 
worfhipers on their guard ; to make them 
careful, that they might, not be ** drawn 
' by 
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by the errour of the wicked, tp fall from 
their own ftedfaftnefs V* For if- the Ca- 
naanites were puniflied with fo much feve^ 
rity for refufing to own Jehdvah as God j 
what muft the Ifraelites expeft to fiifFer, if 
ever they became fo degenerate and bafe as 
to fall away and apoftatize from him ? Surely 
they cqyild not but be convinced, « that it 
had been better" and more tolerable " for 
them, not to have known the way of the 
Xord, ^than, after they had known it, to 
turn afide from the holy commandments de- 
livered unto themV And indeed, under 
the force of this convidion, and in gratitude 
for the kindnefs he had now fhewn tben^, 
Jfrael, we are told, *^ ferved the Lord all the 
days of Jofliua, and all the days of the el- 
ders that out- lived Joihua, and who had 
known all the works of the Lord, which he 
had done for Ifrael^/' 

Now tp God the Father, &c. Jn/en. 

^ 2 Pet. ii. 21. 
* Judg. ii. 7. 
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